NEW 


Riek ge 


\ UNIVERSITY OF 


THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Vol. clxxxvit 


PRINCIPAL 


ARTICLES PAGE 


“100 GOOD CATALOGUES”... 610 
CORRESPONDENCE 
CIVIC CENTRE, PLYMOUTH ... 612 
BARBICAN _ PROJECT 

FOR THE CITY OF LONDON 622 


ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN 
PLANNING IN FRENCH 
MOROCCO 625 


REBUILDING IN THE 
OF LONDON - 626 
INSTITUTE OF “QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS .. . 626 
MONOPOLIES COMMISSION’ S 
ACTIVITIES 


PERKINS HEIGHTS: 


Public 
Inquiry 


October 15,1954 


Telephones : 


No. 5826 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 
HOUSEBUILDING 
IN TRANSITION: 4—Perform- 

ance of Housebuilders ... ... 628 
HOUSING IN THE BRITISH 

COLONIAL TERRITORIES ... 630 


BUILDING RESEARCH: Pro- 
grammes for 1955 


PLANNING AND BUILDING 
Some Administrative problems... 633 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


OFFICE BUILDING, GOS- 
FORTH, NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE : By Sidney Burn w. 614 


“ROSELAND” HOSTEL FOR 
OLD PEOPLE, BANSTEAD, 
SURREY: By Conor P. Fahy 619 


AMERICAN 


NEWS SUMMARY 


m7 HE INJUSTICES that a builder may suffer under the existing 
system of tendering procedure are the subject of a letter. p. 611 


4 PROPOSED new Civic Centre for Plymouth is described 


and illustrated on 


p. 612 


THE NEW BARBICAN scheme for the comprehensive redevelop- 
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p. 622 
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ARLOW NEW TOWN has received Ministerial approval 


for the building of a 12-storey block of flats. 
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p. 624 


’? suffered by industry on account 


of the method of operation of the Monopolies Commission has 
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DIRECT BUILDING 


“TP.HE acid test of direct labour is its capability for 

competing with private builders in producing a high 
standard of work at the lowest possible cost.” So writes 
Mr. W. S. Hilton, the Research Officer of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers in his new* book 
on building by direct labour. It is encouraging to find 
this statement made by the official of one of the building 
trade unions, since in our view it represents the only 
rational approach to the problems of direct labour. The 
general public are not likely to be interested in arguments 
for or against direct building based on political bias of 
one sort or the other. What the public wants—and has 
the right to expect—is efficient building at the lowest 
reasonable cost. 

Mr. Hilton does not always maintain this dispassionate 
attitude. He shows, indeed, a clear predilection for 
“public” building, and some of his remarks about the 
building industry as at present organised are gross 
exaggerations. But he evidently realises that the case for 
direct building must be made out by the simple test of 
efficiency and, in spite of his occasional lack of objectivity, 
he has some useful things to say about the proper running 
of a direct labour department. He writes almost entirely 
about the direct labour departments of local authorities 
and only touches very lightly upon direct building by 
other public bodies and by large commercial and industrial 
concerns. It is, however, in the local authority field that 
direct building is most subjected to the light of publicity 
and where the most difficult problems arise. There is, 
for instance, the danger that because of differences of 
political opinion the work of the direct labour department 
may not be honestly and realistically discussed in the 
council chamber. Mr. Hilton frankly refers to Labour 
members who try to avoid debate of any defects and 
points out that in this way small warning signs are ignored 
until they accumulate and land the department in real 
difficulties; at the same time, he alleges, opponents of 
direct labour will unfairly criticise the department and 
chief officials. 

It should be remembered, however, that many direct 
labour departments have been set up and are kept in being 
by Conservative-controlled councils, and in any event these 
“political” problems are not the really important ones. 
Of far greater importance are the problems relating to 
internal administration, the question of tendering and 
costing, the ordering of materials and so on. On all these 
problems, Mr. Hilton has constructive suggestions to make. 
He points out, for instance, that it is unrealistic to hamper 
the department by restrictive standing orders as to the 
purchase of materials or to deny the manager the services 
of an adequate costing staff. On the vexed question of 
whether the department should be placed under the super- 
vision of the borough engineer or the architect, he goes 
direct to the point: “ While these officials are technicians, 
trained in what might be called a professional and con- 
sultant capacity, they are not necessarily experienced in 
the special functions of building management. The 


* Building by Direct Labour. A National Survey, by W. S. —, 


Published 
by the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers. Price 10s. 6d. 
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realistic approach, where any reasonably sized department 
is concerned, is to appoint an official who has had 
managerial experience in the construction side of the indus- 
try and on the site, to have sole responsibility for running 
the direct labour section.” 

The problem of costing and tendering is more difficult, 
and it may be useful to quote some of the information 
given by Mr. Hilton on this point. Mr. Hilton obtained 
information from 661 local authorities (including new town 
development corporations) which have direct building 
departments. Most of these were very small, it being 
found that in 259 of these departments not more than ten 
operatives were employed. It would seem that nearly all 
these very small departments were engaged entirely on 
maintenance work; in fact, out of the whole total of 661 
departments, as many as 523 were confined to repairs and 
maintenance, and of these only 63 have to compete by 
tendering with private contractors. Of the remaining 138 
councils, which also undertake new building by direct 
labour, 17 invite tenders for new building only; 63 invite 
tenders for repairs and maintenance only; and 58 invite 
tenders for both classes of work. The fact that nearly 
half the authorities concerned do not invite tenders for new 
work is indicative of the changes which have occurred 
in recent years. In 1944 the Simon Committee included 
in their report a technical paper on direct building which 
contained these remarks: 

“It appears to be the general practice for direct 
labour organisations to compete with industry as to the 
price at which they estimate to be able to perform any 
particular works. It is, indeed, the view of the Ministry 
of Health, the Department of Health for Scotland, and 
of those officials of direct labour departments who were 
interviewed that the direct labour department should be 


THE BUILDER 


October 15 1954 


treated exactly like the building contractor and be ~ 


required to submit an estimate of the cost based upon 

prepared bills of quantities in competition with the con- 

tractor... .” 

Since 1944 Ministry policy has changed, and (as the 
above figures reveal) competitive tenders are not now 
required in all cases. Mr. Hilton obviously hopes for the 
day when direct labour departments will not have to tender 
at all, but merely negotiate prices with the Ministry, 
although he realises that this is not likely to come about 
immediately. Nor is it, in our opinion, a reasonable hope. 
Competitive tendering is a valuable check on comparative 
costs. Mr. Hilton is on sounder ground when he poinis 
out that it is not desirable that the department should have 
to tender in every case, as there may be times when this 
would leave the department without work and its labour 
force would have to be disbanded. The answer seems to 
be that there should be no rigid rule, but that every 
authority should fairly frequently take competitive tenders 
for the purpose of checking costs. 

Mr. Hilton’s book, in spite of its defects, has many 
valuable points which should be carefully thought over by 
all those who are in any way concerned with direct build- 
ing. It shows, too, that direct building is now an estab- 
lished feature and has every chance of taking a large part 
in the future. This presents an obvious challenge to 
private builders. It would be worse than useless for 
private builders to attempt to hedge direct building with 
restrictive ‘conditions--such a course is not likely to 
succeed and would only infuriate a wide section of public 
opinion. The answer to the challenge of direct building 
lies in increased efficiency on the part of private builders, 
but it is a challenge which, with their experience of the 
industry behind them, they should be well able to meet. 


Notes of the Week 


AA VISIT TO PORTSMOUTH 
TT'HE Architectural Association’s visits 
are generally well chosen, and I par- 
ticularly enjoyed the recent one to Ports- 
mouth Dockyard, as I am sure the whole 
party did, writes Basil Marriott. This 
included the President and Principal of 
the School and the Secretary. They were 
joined by members of the local Chapter 
of the Hants and Isle of Wight AA, 
headed by Peter Corsar. 

Excellent local arrangements spoke of 
hard work on someone’s part, notably 
Robert Horne, who was an entertaining 
and knowledgeable bear-leader. Arthur 
Townsend, Principal of the Architecture 
Department of the Southern College of 
Art, and Mr. Hunter, Civil Engineering 
Manager at the Dockyard, who made us 
free of his office and its fascinating 
records, also contributed greatly. 

The atmosphere of the dockyard, of 
which the eighteenth-century and other 
buildings and HMS Victory were the 
primary objectives, is most evocative. The 
weather being exactly right, with a per- 
ceptible trade-wind-and-spice island tang, 
the international flavour of all docks and 
ports was here given most romantic form. 
The proverbially impeccable “ sailormans’ 
taste’ is expressed at Portsmouth in an 
elegant refinement of the coastguard- 
station and lighthouse idiom which is high 
among the more deceptive of the un- 
sophisticated arts. The Georgian quarters 
for senior staff—white stucco, good letter- 
ing, well-jammed paintwork, and a small 
garden with sculpture and an ice-house; 
and Joseph Wyatt’s C-in-C’s Residence 
(yellow gault, green shutters and a classi- 
cal cupola, subject of an adroit war- 


damage project) are foiled by the more 
homespun and oddly Dutch warehouses 
and rope-walks (one connected with a 
War of Independence exploit of that 
turncoat saboteur “Jack the Painter’). 
Subsequent Victoriana help rather than 
otherwise. 

The Dockyard’s own St. Anne’s Church 
is charming, in the style of St. James’, 
Piccadilly, and some up-river eighteenth- 
century churches, well-kept and having 
the unusual and practical feature of 
rounded gallery-ends affording an illusory 
“transept.” I felt less happy about some 
of the modern buildings, but it would be 
unfair to criticise without more knowl- 
edge of the practical problems. 


HMS VICTORY 


I DEFY anyone to remain unmoved by 
The Victory, and do not regret once hav- 
ing made a rather amateurish model of 
her. Visually she is endearingly illogical 
in the fantastic overscaling of a clearly 
obsolescent formula — the last of the 
wooden ships in both concept and fact. 
Such detail as fielded panels and other 
architectural borrowings, of domestic 
inspiration but inhuman scale, suggest the 
assemblies of  different-scaled toys 
imaginative children contrive. By contrast 
she shows up the tin-box-and-wire-basket 
poverty of modern naval architecture, 
judged by pure appearance, and how 
(with the notable exception of Brian 
O’Rorke’s work) the contemporary idiom 
has not yet got its sea legs. It was a 
great pity that a sagging schedule did less 
than justice to a conducted tour of the 
Victory Museum under the dedicated 
guidance of its curator, Captain Jackson. 

I hope some responsible person may 
have overall supervision of visual aspects 
of the dockyard as a whole, apart from 


its historical and architectural signifi- 
cance. For instance, a splendid compo- 
sition of grey weatherboarded buildings 
with heraldic ships’ decorations, backing 
the superb HMS Benbow figurehead, is 
marred by some unworthy concrete sup- 
ports for the latter and for a ship’s bell, 
which seemed to me to need further con- 
sideration. Otherwise almost every vista 
presented pictorial qualities and a happy 
hunting-ground for the more eclectic 
bollard-and-cobble-fancier. A most re- 
freshing outing. 


NEW PLANNING GROUP 


A KEEN GRouP of graduates of the town 
planning department of University Col- 
lege, London, have recently formed an 
association, “The 22 Planning Group” 
(from 22, Euston Buildings, where the 
school is located). It aims to be of ser- 
vice to the profession as a whole by 
discussing new trends and ideas, assisting 
research, and reponding, where possible, 
to public criticism. 

Full rk is open to all past 
students of the College holding the Town 
Planning Diploma of London University, 
and associate membership is offered to 
those who are studying for it. The organ- 
isers have already held a forum and 
several meetings devoted to particular 
aspects of planning, and the response has 
been so encouraging that rules have been 
drafted and an _ executive committee 
appointed. 

The founder members feel that there is 
unlimited scope for the Group’s energies, 
not only as an influence within the pro- 
fession, but in aiding specific problems of 
research, helping students with specialist 
information, and it is hoped in providing 
a public relations service. The Group 
also hopes to be able to assist academic 
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and other interested bodies and will main- 
tain close contact with overseas members, 
thereby providing opportunities for the 
exchange of ideas within the UK and 
with the profession abroad. News sheets 
will be issued to members, associates and 
to the Press. 

The informal and social aspect of this 
Group is emphasised by the meeting place 
chosen for its monthly gatherings, an 
upper room at the “Adam and Eve,” 
Euston-road. 


A 50th ANNIVERSARY 


THIS OCTOBER marks the 50th anniver- 
sary of “ Town and Country Planning.” 
tirst published in 1904 as a modest 12- 
page quarto monthly sheet with the title 
“ The Garden City,” it has appeared con- 
tinuously since that date, sometimes 
monthly, sometimes quarterly, and in 
difficult times at less regular intervals. 
Edited voluntarily by various officers and 
members of the executive of the Town 
and Country Planning Association—the 
present editor being Mr. F. J. Osborn, 
chairman of the executive—its title was 
changed in 1909 to “ Garden Cities and 
Town Planning,” at which time the first 
Yown Planning Bill was under discussion. 
In 1932, on the passing of the important 
Planning Act of that year, it assumed its 
present name. In the October issue, its 
editor sketches briefly the part the journal 
has taken in shaping thought and practice 
in the planning movement. 


USA HOUSING BOOM 


“THE United States Department of 
Labour has announced figures for the 
building of dwellings in the first six 
months of this year which indicate that 
1954 is likely to be another boom year 
in construction. . The total number of 
houses and flats (excluding farm dwell- 
ings) started in the USA in the half year 
up to the end of last June was 574,800. 
This was only slightly below the total for 
the same period last year. 

The building of homes first passed the 
million milestone in 1949. It went up 
io 1,396,000 in 1950, and then there was 
a slight drop. It looks, however, as if 
further records may be broken this year, 
not so much in housing generally, but in 
building by private enterprise. 

An analysis of the figures provided on 
contracts shows that there has been a 
marked decline in the building of dwell- 
ings by public authorities, and a gain in 
private-house building, mainly in the 
speculative type of single family homes 
built for sale or rent. 

The change this year has, of course, 
been mainly due to the influence of easy 
money. Last year money was tight and 
there were rising interest rates. But 
during the past 12 months there has been 
a marked easing of money conditions, 
and those who wish to buy their own 
houses find plenty of institutions ready to 
lend them the capital. In fact, some 
finance the purchase of homes on a basis 
of nothing down and give 30 years to pay. 
For example, last May nearly 25 per cent. 
of all the loans for housing were made 
without any deposit being asked for. 

Jeremiahs have been freely prophesying 
that the United States was over-building 
aud that there would be a collapse. But, 
in fact, up to the present the prices of new 
homes have kept reasonably firm, whereas 
prices of older houses are falling slightly. 
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, COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 
RICS.—** Practical Aspects of the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Act, 1954’ by F. W. J. Adams, ARICS. 
12, Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (LONDON 
GRADUATES’ AND STUDENTS’ SECTION).—'* Government 
Offices, Whitehall-gardens; Special Problem of Re- 
siting of an Historic Building,’’ by Mr. L. Scott White. 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, SWI. 6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
RICS (Quantity SuRVEYORS’ SECTION).—Discussion 
on “* Bills of Quantities and Specifications: Their Use 
and Inter-relation.’’ 12, Great George-street, SWI. 


6 p.m, 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 

RIBA.—Opening of two-day conference on the 
design of health buildings. 66, Portland-place, WI. 
10.30 a.m. 

RIBA.—Exhibition of photographs on building in 
concrete. RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1. Continuing 
until October 30. 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD (METROPOLITAN BRANCH).—‘‘ The 
Engineer as Artist,’’ by Mr. Trevor Andrews, AMICE. 
Caxton Hall, SWI. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—Exhibition of 
Rococo Art from Bavaria. V. and A. Museum, 
South Kensington. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. daily, Sunday, 
2.30 p.m.-6 p.m. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MAN- 
AGEMENT. Edited by E. F. L. Brech, BA, BSc 
(Econ.), MIIA. (London: Longmans, Green 
and Co.) Price 50s. 


BUILDING BY Direct Lasour. A National 
Survey by W. S. Hilton. (London: Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trade Workers.) 
Price 10s. 6d. 


SPon’s ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ PRICE 
Book, 1954-55. 80th Edition. (London: 
E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd.) Price 25s. 


SANITATION, DRAINAGE AND WATER SUPPLY. 
Sth Ed. By G. Eric Mitchell. (London: 
George Newnes, Ltd.) Price 17s. 6d. 


THE LESSON OF JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE, 
By Jiro Harada. (London: The Studio, Ltd.) 
Price 30s. 


THE HousiING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 
1954. By S. W. Magnus. (London: Butter- 
worth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 22s. 6d. 


MEDIEVAL HALL AS THEATRE.—The Checker Hall at Abingdon, 
a part of the old Abbey of Abingdon, was adapted for the Coronation to 
serve as an Elizabethan-style theatre, and this has proved so popular that 


the hall’s use for this purpose may be continued. 


The hallis only 40 ft. long by 


20 ft. wide, but it is lofty and has an interesting 14th-century roof ; the stage 
itself is in brilliant colouring and consists of a tiny gallery above an even 


smaller inner stage flanked by two doors. 


The stage and its setting were 


designed by Mr. Christopher Ellis, art master at Radley College, in 

conjunction with Mr. Alan Kitching, a member of the Friends of Abingdon 

(the body that saved the hall from demolition), and much of the work was 
carried out by volunteer labour. 
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Good Catalogues”’ 


A CURRENT LONDON EXHIBITION 


AN exhibition under this title was 

opened this week by Mr. Henry 
Strauss, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade, and is on view at the 
British Institute of Management’s Head- 
quarters (Management House, Hill-street, 
W1) until October 23; subsequently, it will 
tour the provinces. 

The venue for this joint enterprise of 
the British Federation of Master Printers 
and the Council of Industrial Design is 
significant, writes Basil Marriott. Design 


policy as a_ responsibility of top-level 
management was one of the CoID’s 


“planks” at Festival-time, and manage- 
ments top-level enough in the right sense 
will surely afford decent products decent 
presentation as a matter of course. But 
even the cynic who sees a converse in 
the slogan, ‘Good Design is Good 
Business ” will concede that much can 
be done by elegant presentation for a 
product lacking in eye-appeal, and there 
is no excuse for shoddy trade literature. 
The Council’s suggestion that there is 
room for improvement there is a classic 
example of the understatement regarded 
as proper to an official advisory body. 


LOCK AND DOOR 
FURNITURE 


FOR THE ARCHITECT 


COID photograph. 


Double Helical Goaring 


GOOD CATALOGUES.—A group of catalogues from the current exhibition 


at the British Institute of Management headquarters. 


Those shown are: 


(top left) catalogue for K. S. Neale, designed by Fan Blomberg and printed 
by Drew and Hopwood, Lid. ; (top right) catalogue for Spicers, Ltd., designed 
by the manufacturers and printed by F. W. Bull and Co., Ltd. ; (lower left) 
catalogue for Aga Heat, Ltd., designed by F. R. Aspinall and printed by King 
and Jarrett, Ltd. ; (bottom) catalogue for Turbine Gears, Ltd., designed by 
Stowe and Bowden, Ltd., and printed by Tillotsons and Son, Ltd. 
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Others might say that the field is as roomy 
as a rocket-range, and ripe for develop- 
ment as a desert. The main faults are 
generally the confusing of propaganda 
with information: the failure to identify 
and “speak the language of” the cus- 
tomer to whom it is presented; and the 
fallacy that the technique has a closer 
affinity with salesmanship than _tech- 
nology, as, of course, too often applies 
to industrial design generally. 

It also unfortunately applies to much 
of the daily delivery of letter box litter 
to anyone in the RIBA Kalendar, and one 
could wish that the building industry 
paid more attention to the matter: there 
is no reason why it should not set the 
pace. The “customer” is readily identi- 
fiable — the architect has his own 
“language” literally and visually, and 
wants hard facts clearly and elegantly pre- 
sented. When advisers are employed who 
know this market and speak its language 
they should not have to refer to sales- 
men, and specialist liaison officers are 
quite as necessary in the home as the ex- 
port market. This is not a matter of 
esthetics, but of business sense. 

For obvious reasons here, I have picked 
on the building industry; but it is nice to 
be able to say that it is represented by 
some of the best of the hundred, and pro- 
portionately quite highly, considering 
some 1,500 submissions went to the 
selection panel. Judged purely visually 
under glass, without mentioning firms’ 
names, among the best were steel tubes; 
ironwork and fencing; metal windows: 
thermal insulation; extruded sections and, 
particularly, perforated metal. 

Generally, in the non-building field, 
everything I dislike most about the 
modern car seemed epitomised in its 
literature: good “insides” are not 
always in good covers and vice-versa, and 
I wondered why: and good productions 
are too often let down by futile trade 
marks retained, presumably, for reasons 
of “good will,” which, I suspect, is 
illusory. 

I noted that fashionable elegance was 
by no means confined to those repre- 
senting dress and its accessories; that the 
designer of catalogues for a client who 
insists on having everything in it has as 
hopeless a task as the display man ordered 
to “put everything in the window”; 
and that some quite bad labels, when 
reproduced in a block for identifica- 
tion purposes, had great charm of the 
“unsophisticated arts” kind. I wish I 
could say that the foreign examples did 
not show us up a bit, but in fairness | 
understand they were subject to a sort of 
pre-screening, while our own were not. 

I hope that everybody concerned will 
visit a show whose title exactly expresses 
its intention. As the judges’ report says, 
these are not the most glamorous or 
beautiful, or even necessarily the best, 
productions: they are good, i.e., work- 
manlike, well produced and _ generally 
right for the public they address. 


BUILDING RESEARCH STUDIES 


The first three bulletins to be issued by the 
International Council for Building Research 
Studies and Documentation (known as CIB) 
have been received. CIB was established 
in June, 1953. Its aim is “to promote and 
strengthen international co-operation and 
the exchange of ideas with a view to render- 
ing the building activity throughout Europe 
as efficient and as rational as possible.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


“ AGAINST THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GR,—The most important aspect of this 
matter has not been emphasised. It 
is the assumption by the “ building 
barons” that present-day production and 
costs must be accepted. 

No real effort is being made by the 
federations throughout the country to 
ensure greater production. Millions are 
added to costs by tea breaks. It is human 
to want a break, but why pay the men 
while they eat breakfast at 10 a.m.? 
Bonus schemes, or piece work, have much 
to commend them. Can, however, an un- 
tuiored labourer really earn £15 a week? 
The unions have most efficient methods 
for dealing with members refusing to toe 
the line. Have the employers any method 
for dealing with the lazy, bad time- 
keeping, or slip-shod types under full em- 
ployment? 

it is not only the public as individuals, 
burdened by heavy repayments on house 
purchase, the craftsman builder, anxious 
for the good name of his industry, but the 
nation as a world competitor which suffers 
by this callous refusal to face the issues at 
stake. R. A. REED. 

Copyhold, Bury, Sussex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—You, Sir, having started the hare 

of the London Builders’ Conference 
in an earnest endeavour to clean up the 
building industry—with the result so far 
of leaving one section of it under an un- 
pleasant cloud—might feel it fair to go a 


step further and sense the feelings of your 


readers by publishing an account of 


the following incident : — 


A builder enjoys the confidence of a 
customer by virtue of long service in 
small and increasingly larger contracts. 


_ Two quite sizeable contracts are executed 


by “big” contractors during the earlier 
period of this long service. A third size- 


_ able contract comes along and the cus- 


tomer feels justified in giving the oppor- 


tunity to the builder who has proved his 
_ worth to be included in the tender list. 


The six tenders were opened at the 


appointed time by the architects and the 


result was five closely bunched with the 
sixth some £19,000 below, and no time 


_ stated for completion, as had been re- 


quired by the form of tender. The lowest 
of the five was the builder referred to 


' above, whose time for completion was 
| equal to that stated by other tenderers and 


who was the only one who had taken the 
trouble to have a representative present 


at the opening of the tenders. 


However, the results officially sent to 


_ builders by the architects varied from the 
' results declared at the opening of the 
_ tenders in that the firm who were so much 


below all others was shown as being £400 


_ only above the lowest of the other five. 


The builder referred to above in due 
course received a letter from the archi- 
tects to the effect that as there was such 
a small difference between their price 
and that of the firm immediately above 
them and whose time for completion 
had now been given as shorter, the con- 
tract had been signed with them. 

The unfortunate clients, it transpired, 
had been faced with the dilemma of 


THE BUILDER 


“I’m above the smog belt, 
but just level with the power- 
station !”’ 


choosing between sacrificing a friend who 
had done yeoman service to them for 
many years or accepting a long delay and 
considerable expense in finding another 
architect. The choice was Hobson’s and 
the clients expressed in the most gentle- 
manly manner their profound regrets that 
the episode had taken on such an un- 
savoury aspect. It might be added that 
the favoured contractor prided himself on 
not being a member of the London 
Builders’ Conference. 

As the RIBA, Government departments 
and local authorities have been portrayed 
throughout the issues in your paper on 
the Conference question as being “ akin 
to Caesar’s wife” and it has not been 
made abundantly clear that the “ fair 
price scheme” operated by the Confer- 
ence was only effected in cases where 
there was a wide variation in the lowest 
tender price, this incident might well em- 
phasise the dire need to have tendering 
procedure well defined, so that abuses 
may be eliminated and injustices avoided, 
but above all that the industry’s customers 
are not left with the feelings that the 
cards are stacked against them. 

In the special circumstances it were 
better this letter remained signed simply, 

FAIRPLAY.” 


COMMERCIALISED QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
_ To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your editorial of September 24 
described as “sheer fantasy” my 
statement in an earlier issue of The 
Builder that a capital of £100,000 is 
needed to start a quantity surveying prac- 
tice. 
The letter from your correspondent 
“ Live and Let Live ” in your last issue by 
spot-lighting the branch office “ racket ” 


tends to support my analysis of the highly 
commercialised activities of the megato- 
politan quantity surveying firms. 

The principal of the provincial prac- 
tice who signs himself “Live and Let 
complains 


Live ” of London firms 
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muscling in on his field of practice by 
establishing branch offices and enticing 
his assistants with £500 premiums on their 
salaries. 

The emergence of the quantity sur- 
veying entrepreneur took place shortly 
before the last war when one or two 
London firms established branch offices 
in the Midlands and the West Country; 
to-day, the well-capitalised profes- 
sional” expansion is proceeding apace. 

A provincial town (with apologies to 
Northern Ireland) of which I have per- 
sonal knowledge, viz., Belfast, is now 
considerably over-surveyed following the 
incursion (during the war emergency, 
naturally) of South Saxon raiders from 
London. 

If my figure of £100,000 national 
capital is fantasy then perhaps others can 
venture an estimate of the capital needed 
to float a firm employing 84 assistants 
with an annual salary bill of £50,000 and 
pursuing a “ progressive”’ policy of pro- 
vincial expansion and development. The 
capital for home-trade quantity survey- 
ing necessarily must exclude that needed 
for the export division in maintaining and 
staffing branch offices in the Middle East, 
Central Africa and the antipodes. 

In time we may see these “ new-look ” 
professional firms taking a cue from the 
banks and insurance companies by 
appointing travelling inspectors to con- 
duct snap audits and give pep-talks to the 
millstone grinders, On to contact men 
and front men to call on county archi- 
tects and industrialists ! 

Seriously, is it not time for a revalua- 
tion of professionalism in the building 
industry? Do doctors, dentists, clergy- 
men, barristers employ 84 assistants? Are 
solicitors allowed a nation-wide network 
of branch offices? C. R. VINYCOMB. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, Leagrave, 

Luton, Beds. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent “Live and 
Let Live” depicts conditions in the 
profession as they seem to affect him, 
which would seem to imply that there 
is little to choose between stock car 
racing, quantity surveying and_ all-in 
wrestling—and it might be a good idea if 
certain large firms flew the “Jolly 
Roger ” on their notepaper. 

I do not know what substance there 
may be to his complaint, as I do not 
operate at his level, but I instinctively 
apply a large measure of scepticism to 
the idea that any large firm will open 
branch offices and allow them to run at 
substantial losses. 

Regarding “ lavish entertainment,” i.e., 
thinly disguised bribery, this is a very 
serious matter and whether he expects 
much sympathy or not from the RICS 
this aspect of his complaint should have 
been ventilated privately through the 
appropriate channels before thundering 
out his feelings in cold print. If this un- 
savoury mess does exist in the Augean 
stables of the RICS his role as a pro- 
fessional Hercules could have been 
played far more discreetly and with less 
damage to the dignity of the profession. 

With reference to loss of staff, as a 
small- to medium-sized concern, his pro- 
portion of overheads should represent a 
lesser percentage of his fees than those 
of a large firm, and if he cannot com- 


(Correspondence continued on page 623.) 
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View of a model of the proposed 
civic centre. 
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October 15 1954 


PROPOSED CIVIC CENTRE AT PLYMOUTH 


Deputy City Architect 
F. NAPP, ARIBA 


gtd of the civic buildings 
erected in this country be- 
tween the wars were planned on 
restricted sites, usually enclosed on 
at least three of four sides by busy 
and congested city thoroughfares 
and hemmed-in by existing city 
development. 

In consequence of these restric- 
tions the plan form generally ex- 
tended around the perimeter of 
the site; the height of the build- 
ings being generally determined by 


City Architect 
H. }. W. STIRLING, ARIBA 


that of adjacent development, and 
accommodation in excess of the 
frontage area of the site was extended 
inwards into the site, forming untidy 
featureless inner court areas. In 
order to obtain some focal point to 
the mass, an effort was made to give 
some greater importance to one 
frontage by forming a wide approach 
leading to monumental doors, which 
were seldom used except for large 
civic functions. It was usual to 
either flank this facade with twin 


Chief Assistant Architect 
A. C. HARRIS, ARIBA 


towers or erect a single tower 
over the main entrace, in order to 
add dignity to the main frontage. 

The principle of planning in this 
manner has several weaknesses. 

When importance is given to the 
elevational treatment at the expense 
of rational planning requirements 
unsatisfactory internal accommoda- 
tion must result. 

The principle of horizontal cir- 
culation between departments is both 
uneconomic and inconvenient, as it 


Site layout plan. 
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is estimated that approximately one- 
third of the total floor area of 
schemes so planned, must be given 
over as circulation space. 

The tower usually introduced to 
add importance to the building is 
also an expensive feature. Even if 
by ingenious planning it was found 
possible to locate certain offices 
within it, those offices were generally 
inconveniently placed in relation 
to their own and other departments 
and natural lighting was utterly 
inadequate. 

The basic conception of the 
scheme here illustrated is the group- 
ing of a number of large public 
buildings in such a manner as to 
give a feeling of spaciousness and 
vitality at a focal point in the 
City Centre and to present to the 
moving eye of the viewer, a con- 
tinuously interesting series of visual 
composition, both in height and 
depth. 

An important innovation of the 
scheme is that the falling level of the 
site, a total of 18 ft. from east to 
west, has been fully exploited by 
forming the ground floor over the 
whole area of the site on a level slab 
and the lower level is used for under- 
ground car parking and service area 
to the various building blocks. 

When preparing the scheme an 
effort was made to incorporate the 
following principles: (a) That the 
scheme should be dignified and 
should convey the nature of its 
purpose and should group satis- 
factorily with the Guildhall, St. 
Andrew’s Church and the proposed 
Concert Hall. (6) That circulation 
space within and between depart- 
ments be reduced to a minimum. 


“WORTHY OF THIS AGE” 
(c) That the methods of building 


should be contemporary and 
economic. Sir David Eccles’s 
recent forthright criticism of the 
work being submitted for the City 
of London re-development is well 
worth quoting. He stated that he 
wished ‘‘to be blunt about the 
disaster that threatens . . . fat and 
familiar, mediocre and characterless 
neo - Georgian architecture rising 
from Hitler’s ruins to betray the 
confident spirit of the new reign.”’ 
The President of the RIBA, sup- 
porting the Miinister’s suggestion 
for greater control, stated that: 
“Building owners will surely feel 
that behind the proposals lies a 
genuine and public-spirited desire 
to make the City worthy of this age.”’ 

It is with this in mind that this 
scheme has been designed, in an 
effort to achieve clarity and defini- 
tion in the City Centre. 


(d) In view of the urgent need 
for car-parking facilities in the 
City Centre the maximum area 
possible has been made available 
for this purpose. 

An effort has been made to retain 
the existing trees on the west end 
of the site and provision has been 
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Another view of a model of the centre. 


made for accommodating the law 
courts on the site. 

Detailed planning of this build- 
ing has not been considered at this 
stage as it is possible that the Lord 
Chancellor’s department will stipu- 
late his requirements if and when it 
is decided to proceed with this 
building. 

Careful thought has been given 
to the contribution each of the 
buildings will make towards the 
city centre scene. If one imagines 
for a moment that the scheme as 
proposed is completed, from Royal 
Parade looking south up Armada 
Way one will see an asymmetrical 
composition designed essentially in 
three dimensions. 

The major part of the scheme is a 
great “‘ Place’’ or square stretching 
between Royal Parade ana Notte- 
street with the dominating feature 
of the tall office block making an 
emphatic closure at the west side. 
Alongside and protruding forward 
into the square will stand the council 
chamber block. This is considered 
the most suitable position for the 
council block. While it forms part 
of the prominent scene from the 
Square it occupies the ‘ quiet”’ 
side away from concentrated traffic 
noises on Royal Parade. 

Along the north side of the site 
and fronting Royal Parade, the 
treasury block has been sited. It is 
considered that the elevational treat- 
ment of this block with its large 
banking or rating hall will be more 
in keeping with the shop building 
on the opposite side of the Parade. 
Moreover, in this position, it is 
more easily accessible by members 
of the public. 

On the western side of the site, 
and fronting the cinema and theatre 
square, a restaurant block has been 
planned. It is considered that the 


introduction of such a building into 
the civic group, while serving as an 
amenity to members of the staff 
and public, will add liveliness in the 
evening so as to avoid the “‘ dead ”’ 
character so often associated with 
central area office precincts. 
Adjoining this block and facing 
‘Theatre ’’-square, a building hous- 
ing the registrar’s and weights and 
measures’ departments has _ been 
sited. It has been located here to afford 
easy access for members of the public. 
On the northern side and enclos- 
ing the site, the court block has been 
sited. The inner court or square has 
the appearance in plan of being 
entirely enclosed by buildings but 
certain blocks have been raised up 
on columns affording views and 
access from the surrounding streets 
into the court. It is visualised that 
this square could be laid out in an 
ornamental manner, with trees, 
sculpture and ornamental features. 
The proposal to form the area 
of Armada Way between Royal 
Parade and Notte-street into a 
large square instead of the one-way 
traffic routes as recommended in the 
Plymouth Plan, is suggested in 
order to facilitate traffic circulation, 
both to the Guildhall and concert 
hall on one side and the civic 
buildings on the other. With a large, 
open square, free movement and 
parking could be allowed to traffic 
during times when functions were 
taking place either in the Guildhall 
or civic buildings, and at other 
times traffic could be canalised by 
the use of guard posts and chains. 
Messrs. E. Blight, ARIBA ; J. W. 
Davidson, ARIBA ; C. D. Thomp- 
son, ARIBA, also worked on the 
preparation of the scheme and its 
illustrative plans and models under 
the direction of L. H. G. Belam, 
LRIBA, Principal Assistant. 
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Front elevation, showing main entrance. 


HEAD OFFICE BUILDING, GOSFORTH, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 


Architect to Thomas Hedley & Co., Ltd. 
SIDNEY BURN, LRIBA 


Consultant Architect & Designer 
ANTHONY CHITTY, MA, FRIBA, AMTPI 


Landscape Architect 
BRIAN HACKETT, MA, ARIBA, AMTPI, AILA 


Builders 
STEPHEN EASTEN, LTD. 


Rear elevation. 


ia the development of this site, which is near South 

Gosforth station, extensive landscaping has been 
undertaken. When this is further matured the office 
block will be situated, in effect, on the north-west 
edge of an attractive park. The site is roughly tri- 
angular in shape, level and about nine acres in extent. 

An important consideration was to ensure that the 
building should harmonise with its residential sur- 
roundings. Its general character was, therefore, 
influenced by the houses in the area. The design 
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chosen was for a two-storey building in a light coloured 
Leicestershire brick of domestic appearance and every 
device was employed to make the elevations appear 
simple and residential in style. In planning the 
building it was found that the structure could be 
resolved inio four wings radiating from a central block. 


Construction —The building is steel framed in 
reinforced concrete foundations, planned to give 
12 ft. 6 in. stanchion spacing with a 12 ft. finished unit 
of width for offices. All roofs are flat, with the excep- 
tion of the north-west wing which has a pitched roof 
to give additional height to the dining-room on the 
first floor. Exterior walls are hollow and in the cavity 
of these are concealed downcomers and vent pipes. 
Inside partitions are constructed of 3-in. foamed slag 
blocks. All ducts and piping, etc., are concealed 
with access doors for inspection and maintenance. 
Telephone and machine cable runs are in fibre ducts 
set in the concrete floor screed. A basement runs 
east and west, and, at the suggestion of the MOW, was 
constructed in reinforced concrete and can be adapted 
for use as an air-raid shelter. 

Ceilings in all working areas are suspended and 
sound-proofed by the use of perforated hardboard 
backed with 14 in. thickness of fibreglass. A similar 
treatment has been used on part of the walls in the 
accounting machine rooms. Asa result of this and the 
use of double glazing and sound-proof doors, machine 
noises and reverberation cannot be detected in adjoin- 
ing rooms. Rubber tiles have been used on all floors, 
with the exception of the directors’ wing, the basement 
and toilets. 

Decoration Offices facing south and west are 
finished in a cool blue eggshell paint. On the north and 
east the wall colour is a “‘ warmed ’”’ cream. In the 
offices, doors are oak veneered in natural colour to 
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match office furniture. On the corridor side, they are 
veneered with straight grained sapele. All door 
furniture has a satin chrome finish and all architraves 
and skirtings are off-white. Specially designed hat 
and coat fitments are fixed in each office thus eliminat- 
ing the need for locker rooms. 

The main entrance to the building is on the north 
side of the central section. Revolving doors set in a 
glazed screen lead into an entrance hall which rises to 
the full height of the building. Flower boxes are 
placed on either side of the doors. "The scheme is 
designed to eliminate the arbitrary dividing line between 
the landscaped area and the main structure and to 
give the effect of continuing the gardens into the 
buildings. 

The directors’ wing occupies the upper floor of one 
of the blocks. Its main hall provides a comfortably 
furnished reception area, which is lit by concealed 


Block plan, showing layout of the grounds. 
Below: Ground-floor plan. 


Marl TELE- 
ROOM [PHONE 
SWITCH 
ROOM 
tose, 


Srp ~O . 

r 

Rojoms 
CONFERERCE 
ROOM 
. = . | 3 


THE BUILDER 


Main entrance. 


lighting. Leading from this are the separate offices. 
Throughout the wing one colour of carpet has been 
used exclusively. "The Board room is pannelled in 
bubinga (an African wood) relieved by sections of 
straight grained ash; artificial lighting is by floor 
standard lamps. 

At the west end of the building an entrance leads 
direct to the dining, kitchen and recreation rooms. 
(In addition to giving service access to the kitchen, 
this entrance allows staff to use the dining and recrea- 
tion rooms for social activities when the remainder of 
the building is closed. Doors have been arranged in 
the corridors so that this recreation and dining area 
can be shut off from the offices.) The dining-room 
ceiling is hung from steel portal frames which eliminate 
internal columns and give clear floor space. The 
floor is narrow width beech strip polished a natural 
colour. The room seats 200 people at tables for fou: 


and provides at one end a lounge area where coffee 
can be taken. 

Heating—The basie heat is supplied from four 
gas-fired hot-water boilers. These have been installed 
to avoid coal and ash dirt and grit emission from the 
chimney. The heating is a closed pump circulated 
flow and return system via convector heaters. "These 
are concealed in the outer walls of the building under 
all windows, so that partition alterations can be made 
in the future without appreciably affecting heat 
distribution. Each convector is provided with a 
manual control valve, a key-operated balancing valve 
and an air relief cock. 

The circulating system is divided into two parts, 
each with its own circulating pump, with a standby 
common to both. One section feeds rooms having a 
north and east aspect while the other supplies those 
facing south and west. Outside thermostats on the 


Entrance hall. The curved stair, 
which has an anodised aluminium 
balustrade, is backed by a fluted 


stone wall. 
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View along central hall-way in the 
directors’ wing. 


north and south faces of the building control the 
temperature of the water circulated. In parts of the 
building this control is supplemented by thermostats 
in individual rooms to suit a particular requirement. A 
separate high-temperature circuit supplies the air 
heaters in the ventilation system and the calorifier 
which heats the domestic water supply. 

Ventilation —To keep the height of the building 
within the requirements of the planning authority, the 
ventilating equipment was installed in ithe basement. 
It was necessary to divide it into two sections, one 
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supplying the east half and the other the west half of 
the building. Fresh air for the ventilation scheme is 
drawn through vertical brick ducts from above roof 
level to the basement. There it passes, in each 
ventilation section, through a viscous filter, pre-heater, 
air washer and final air heater, on its way to distribu- 
ting grilles in each mechanically ventilated space. In 
the offices, a separate branch supplies each 12 ft. 
unit of width of the building to permit flexibility in 
rearrangement of partitions. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors :— 


The dining-room windows were made comparatively small to give them a domestic character when 
seen from the outside. The impression of increased size has been gained inside by carrying up the 
window surrounds to the full height of the room. Venetian blinds, hung from the top of the surround 
to the window head, give the effect of full height windows with the blinds partially lowered. 
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Mirrors in women’s toilets are fixed on walls away from washbasins. 


Steelwork, Redpath, Brown and Co., Ltd.; 
precast floors, Trussed Concrete Steel Co. = 
td.; concrete reinforcement, Square Grip 
Reinforcement Co. (Gateshead), Ltd.; water- 
proofing, Sealocrete Products, Ltd.; bricks, 
R. . Ames, Ltd.; stonework (external), 
Jas. H. Harrison, Ltd. ; stonework (internal), 
Empire Stone Co., Ltd. ; artificial stone, 
Northern Cast Stone Co. , Ltd.;_ fibrous 
plaster, Decorative Plaster Co. (Newcastle 
on Tyne), Ltd.; acoustic ceilings, S. T. 

lor and Sons, Ltd. 


Roofing, Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; windows, 
Monk Metal Window Co., Ltd.; glazing, 
David R. Maxwell and Co., Ltd.; borrowed 
lights, re Casements, Ltd. ; roof 
lights, T. and W. Ide, Ltd., and i A. King 
and Co., Ltd.; entrance screen, Courtney, 
Pope, Ltd. ; steel partitions, Sankey Sheldon, 
Ltd. ; plumbing, H. Durham ; sanitary 
fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd.; mirrors, 
Reed Millican and Co., Ltd. 


Wall tiling, Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd. ; 
tiling in directors’ wing, W. M. Shaw ; "rubber 
flooring, Gordon Russell (Rubber Manufac- 
turers), Ltd.; terrazzo flooring, Toffolo 
Jackson and Co., Ltd.; wooden flooring in 
dining-room, A. M. Macdougall and Son, 
Ltd.; electric contractor, Drake and Gorham 
(Contractors), Ltd.; light fittings (main 
offices, corridors, etc.), Sun Electric Co., Ltd. ; 
light fittings (dining-room), General Electric 

Ltd.; light fittings (directors’ wing), 
Thorn Electrical Industries, Ltd. 


Louvred light fittings, General Electric Co., 
Ltd., through Sun Electrical Co., Ltd.; hot 
cathode tubes, A. S. McHugh and Co., Ltd. ; 
floor standard lamps, George Forrest and Sons, 
Ltd., through A. s. McHugh and Co., Ltd. ; 
outdoor lighting standards, Stanton Ironworks 
Co., Ltd.; main switchgear, Brush Electrical 
Engineering Co., Ltd.; fuse panels and 
isolators, Parmiter, Hope and Sugden, Ltd. ; 
relays, Londex, Ltd.; tumbler switches and 
plugs and sockets, J. A. Crabtree and Co., Ltd.; 
electrical and telephone service ducting, Key 
Engineering Co., Ltd.; telephone installation, 
Automatic Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd. ; 
ow equipment, Dictograph Telephones, 
td. 

Heating and ventilation, Brightside Foundry 
and Engineering Co., Ltd.; boilers and _—- 
sories, Thomas De Rue and Co. 
calorifier, G. A. Harvey and Co., 
convectors, C. A. Dunham Co., Ltd.;_con- 
vector valves, Hattersley (Ormskirk), Ltd. ; 
case fans, Matthew and Yates, Ltd. ; duct fans, 
Woods of Colchester, Ltd. (G.E.C.) ; ductwork, 
Henry Hargreaves and Sons, Ltd. ; grilles, 
Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; heating and 
airwasher pumps, Holden and Brooke, Ltd. ; 
air filters, Visco Engineering Co., 


Air heating (ventilating), Co., 

td.; auto controls with special mixing valves 
and recirculating damper motors, hermo- 
control Installation Co., Ltd.; airwasher, 
Brightside Foundry and Engineering Co., Ltd. ; 
insulation, Darlington Insulation Co., Ltd. : 
insulation’ (vermiculite), Vermiculite (London), 
Ltd.; motors, Brook Motors, Ltd.; motor 
control gear, Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd. ; 
stop valves, Crane, vee belt drives, 
J. H. Fenner and Co., Ltd. ; assenger lift, 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; goods lift, Keighley 
Lifts, Ltd. 

Paint, I.C.I., Ltd.; painting, M. Alexander 
and Sons ; door furniture and name plates, 
stair balustrading, fencing and gates, N. F. 
Ramsay and Co., Ltd.; strong-room door, 
Chubb and Son’s Lock and Safe Co., Ltd. ; 
refrigeration unit, North Eastern Refrigeration 

Ltd. ; cooking equipment, Benham and 


Sons, Ltd. carpets, curtains and venetian 
blinds, W.’E. Harker, Ltd. ; 
tables and chairs and other furniture, E. Holt 


and Co.; furniture, Heals Contracts, “Ltd. 
D. Burkle and Son, and Bainbridge, Ltd.; 
upholstery, G. Coates and Sons. 


Wallpaper, John Line and Sons, Ltd. ; 
veneers, W. A. Swales and Co., Ltd.; french 
polisher, James Dixon ; landscaping, ” Donald 
Ireland, Ltd. ; roadways, Limmer an "Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; garage doors, Over- 
head Doors (Great Britain), Ltd.; cycle 
parking blocks, Stelcon (Industrial Floors), 
Ltd. + il courses, H. R. Vaughan and 

Lad. 
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October 15 


* 
Typical executive’s office. 
ae View in one of the large general offices. 
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Quantity Surveyors 
L. A. FRANCIS & SONS 
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‘“ ROSELAND’” HOSTEL FOR OLD PEOPLE, BANSTEAD, SURREY 


Architect 
CONOR P. FAHY, ARIBA 


View from south-west. 


Builders 


DOWNS ESTATES, LTD. 


= original conception for this scheme started in 
the mind of Mr. Sidney W. Rose, a local 
inhabitant, whose name is perpetuated in the word 
“ Roseland.’? A Housing Society was subsequently 
formed—the Banstead, Carshalton and District Hous- 
ing Society—for the purpose of establishing the 
hostel. The intention was to build a home for old 
people of moderate means who could apply for 
residence after the age of 65. They would have to be 
residents of Carshalton or Banstead or closely related 
to such people. 

The accommodation is planned for 35 old people, 
each with their own bed-sitting room, with two bed- 
sitting rooms for permanent staff and a small self- 
contained flat for the warden in charge. A large 
lounge with sun loggia, smoking room, hobbies room 
and dining-room have been provided for the communal 
use of residents. A laundry has been installed with 
sinks, electric washing-machine, drying cabinets and 
power ironer, where a large part of the larger washing 
can be done. Residents can also use it for any small 
washing they wish to do. 


A boiler-house in the basement has been provided 
for central heating and hot water supply and the 
building is centrally heated throughout, with a coal 
fire in the lounge for additional comfort and appear- 
ance. ‘There is a luggage-room provided in a semi- 
basement at the rear of the building for residents’ 
bags and trunks. Both the boiler-house and the 
luggage room have been tanked in asphalt. 


Construction —Load-bearing 14-in. brick walls with 
concrete floors (solid and suspended) with a timber 
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framed roof covered with brown concrete pantiles 
and insulated at ceiling level. The front block is 
finished externally in Dorking hand-made multi- 
coloured facing bricks with rustic flettons for the rear 
block. Floors have been generally finished in Semastic 
thermoplastic tiles with entrance hall and landing in 
oak blocks and lounge and ground-floor corridors in 
Missanda blocks. Floors to laundry, kitchen, larder, 
etc., are finished in heather-brown tiles. 


Finishes —Ceilings are generally distempered and 
walls finished in emulsion paint ; walls to bathrooms, 


af: 


Detail of main entrance. 


w.c.s, laundry, kitchen, etc., finished in gloss oil 
paint. Bathrooms and kitchen are tiled to 5 ft. 


Details.—All bed-sitting rooms have been fitted with 
lavatory-basins and built-in cupboards. Special low- 
entry baths have been provided for use of old people, 
one being a type where the bather is seated ; bells 
alongside each bath can be used to call for assistance 
if needed. All staircases have handrails both sides and 
all w.c.s have small grip rails. T'wo small service lifts 
have been installed for delivery of linen, meals, etc., 
to first floor. Small pantries are provided on each 
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View from south-east. 


floor fitted with sink, electric point and electric kettle, 
where residents can make their own cup of tea. 


The cost of the building, excluding kitchen equip- 
ment, was £31,000, which works out at under £900 
per place. Following is a list of the sub-contractors : 


Bratt Colbran, Ltd., fireplace in lounge ; Bate Electrical Co., electrical 
installation ; Concrete, Ltd., precast concrete floors; E. Coules and 
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Below : View of the lounge. 


Son, iron staircase and balustrades; City Iron Co., Ltd., sanitary 
fittings ; Empire Stone Co., reconstructed stone ; John Evans (S. and 
H.), Ltd., central heating and hot-water supply ;_ Falk’s, electric light 
fittings ; Gyproc Products, Ltd., roof insulation. 

Horsley Smith (Hayes), Ltd., wood-block flooring and Semastic 
tiles; W. James and Co., Ltd., metal windows; A. E. Lindsey and 
Son, Ltd., flush doors; Lift and Hoist Co., service lifts ; Smith Walker, 
Ltd., constructional steelwork ; Stedall and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; 
b. H. Smith (London), Ltd., facing bricks ; Val de Travers Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd., asphalt roofs and tanking; Wadcrete, Ltd., roof 
‘iling; Downs Joinery Co., Ltd., joinery. 
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An impression of the completed scheme. 


NEW BARBICAN PROJECT FOR THE CITY OF LONDON 


5 ie accompanying illustrations headed by Mr. Sergei Kadleigh, Barbican.’’ An_ outline of the 
give an impression of the ARIBA, for the comprehensive proposals, which have not yet been 
ambitious scheme which has been redevelopment of a large area of the approved by the City Corporation, 
prepared by a group of architects City of London, known as “New for this 40-acre site was given in 
The Builder of September 17 last. 


The scheme includes a project 
for a 27-storey office building which 
was considered by the Planning 
Committee of the City of London 
on October 8. In due course the 
City Corporation will make known 
their views about the 27-storey 
building to the LCC who must also 
be consulted on the matter. 


The City Council is committed to 
the ownership of some 75 per cent. 
of the entire site. The only buildings 
which are left standing on the site 
are St. Giles’ Church, which is being 
restored, the Ironmongers Hall, a 
fire station, the partial ruins of the 
British Railways Whitecross Depot; 
a group of buildings housing the 
Acme Transport Co., and a stone- 
mason’s yard amongst other things; 
some buildings on the corner of 
Aldersgate and Barbican and a few 
other buildings. 


Most of the 40-acre site would be 
excavated to a depth of about 60 ft. 
to form a reduced ground level. 
The volume excavated would be 
filled with four floors of fully 
equipped warehouse accommoda- 

tion with its own road system and 
Site excavation plan. The Roman Wall and St. Giles’ Church, both of which _ railway sidings; also with a parking 
would remain, are also shown. area for at least 3,000 vehicles. . 


( 
Section looking north-east. 
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Architects: J. Alfred Harper & Son, F.R.1.B.A 
Main Contractors: C. Bryant & Sons 


Nechells Power Station, Birmingham 


ALTRO Prestile 


non-slip, acid and abrasion resisting 


Over 3,000 yards of Altro Prestile were used here, ALTRO Non-Slip Prestile 
both on the galleries, as shown above, and on the 


; Can be safely specified in areas where there is severe 
metal stairs—bedded into metal trays. 


pedestrian or wheeled traffic and where a non-slip, 
Because of their highly non-slip, grease resisting impervious surface is essential. 

properties, Altro Prestile have been used in many : Available in eight colours. 

power stations throughout the country, including all Write to me for full details and samples— 


kitchen areas of the recent Poplar Power Station. Cc 
A product of 


The ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand, London, W.C.2 Temple Bar 6233 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 611.) 


pete in rates of salaries he ought to study 
his costs of production. I believe there is 
scope for a large increase in output in 
most quantity surveyors’ offices, and I 
would suggest that “ Live and Let Live,” 
and others in his position, could compete 
in salaries and staff payments if they 
would be prepared to run a_ scheme 
which would bring reward directly allied 
to increased output. 
Rosert A. W. Hoare [ARICS]. 
96, Windsor-drive, Farnborough, 
Kent. 


PITE AND THE BURLINGTON 
ARCADE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


Gra agree with your correspondent 
Mr. W. A. Sherrington that Pite’s 
distinguished aquiline features were quite 
unlike the sculptured head on one of the 
consoles to the Piccadilly entrance to 
Burlington Arcade. 

Pite was certainly one of the most gifted 
and learned architects of his day, and he 
produced some remarkable designs. I 
have always understood that the very 
original design for the Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants building, Moorgate- 
street, EC, was more his work than that of 
John Belcher, to whom it is officially 
credited. Pite was working in Belcher’s 
office when this work was carried out. 

Pite had something of the panache of 
the distinguished actor and was, I think, 
fully aware of his powers of impressing 
people. Who, indeed, could fail to be im- 
pressed by that handsome figure, the 
leonine head, the cultured, _ slightly 
vibrant voice? I have always felt that it 
was the histrionic element in him that 
accounted for that astonishing baroque 
arched entrance to Burlington Arcade. He 
was, too, a born orator, and I have seen 
him spellbind audiences with his elo- 
quence, which, as Mr. Sherrington recalls, 
was generally spiced with wit and sarcasm. 

As an architect he was perhaps the 
most brilliant individualist of the 
Edwardian period, while as a teacher at 
South Kensington and the AA he was an 
inspiring influence to more than one 
generation of students. The time has 
surely come for an assessment of his 
personality and achievements. 

This controversy about the sculptured 
head on Burlington Arcade reminds me 
that the late John Burns served as the 
model for one of the sculptured figures on 
the triple archway connecting the Minis- 
try of Health building with the Foreign 
Office, Whitehall. Burns was president 
of the Local Government Board (as the 
MOH then was) when the archway was 
building, about 1908. Another instance: 
when the late Oscar Hammerstein built 
the London Opera House (now the Stoll 
Theatre) in Kingsway, about 1910, he 
caused his features to be carved on a key- 
stone on the main front. These were 
effaced by a later owner. G. J... 


A CHALLENGE TO MITHRAS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR,—We have all read about the 

temple of Mithras found near 
Walbrook, but there are two more 
ancient temples somewhere in London. 
They are the temples of Bacchus and 


Diana, and they lie somewhere between ! 


Paternoster-row and King William-street. 
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HELIPORT OVER THAMES.—Plans and photographs of a proposed helicopter 

landing station on a rebuilt Hungerford Bridge, spanning the Thames between Water- 

loo and Charing Cross, are shown in an exhibition of the Lambeth Civic Society 

which opened yesterday (Thursday) at the Royal Festival Hall. Mr. H. Owen 

Luder has prepared the scheme Bars been superimposed on the aerial photograph 
shown above. 


It would be difficult to determine 
whether the temple on the site of 
Bucklersbury House is the temple of 
Mithras, Bacchus or Diana. In my view, 
it sounds more like the temple of Diana 
than any other adjudged by the images 
and characters that have been found, one, 
Silenus, the other Dionysius. If my 
studies of architectural history are 
correct, both are Grecian in origin, as 
the Greeks taught the Romans art. 

Sir Christopher Wren may have found 
one of the temples on the old site of St. 
Paul’s. In any case, he procured a lot of 
slag from off the site, which he used for 
the foundations of his massive structure. 
Walbrook is the bog of London’s basin of 
11 square miles, and although I do not 
know the architect of Bucklersbury 
House, £500,000 would not have been 
considered an excessive assessment to 
sustain the temple found on its present 
site. It is difficult to foresee or foretell 
what the architect may come up against 
when he is called upon to cope with bogs, 
streams and sand within the vicinity of 
St. Paul’s. I have come across similar old 
walls in some of my excavations in 
London, also found five murders, bed- 
room chambers used in 1065 AD and 
gigantic vaults housing a great number 
of the dead in silver-lead coffins; the 
history of them would coincide with the 
early history of Leadenhall. And except 
for notifying the police, I have discarded 
them so that I may be paid my fees and 
my clients’ enjoy their wants. 

Uncovered London can surprise us 
much, but is it worth keeping the City un- 
sightly for the search of treasures when 
so many Londoners rely on the rebuild- 
ing of the City and on existing buildings 
for the means of their bread and butter? 


W. MacDOonaLp. 
16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 


ae The remains of the Temple of Mithras are now 

in process of being moved to allow building to 
proceed on the site. They will eventually be preserved 
in front of Bucklersbury House on the Victoria-st. 
side of the new building.—Ep. 


FRONT-GARDEN PARKING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SiR,—1 have seen many worse ex- 
amples of front-garden parking 
than that shown in the photograph 
accompanying Mr. C. H. Burden’s letter 
in your last issue, though admittedly they 
have been not on local authority estates 
but on privately owned property. In my 
own suburban road, for example, which 
is in what used to be considered a fairly 
respectable middle-class tteighbourhood, 
one can see several deplorable examples 
of the practice—front walls and fences 
broken down, gardens trampled bare, and 
former grass plots saturated with oil. 

Your other correspondent, Mr. J. M. 
Jennings, I take it, sees no harm in this 
sort of thing, or why should he chide you 
for objecting to it? I looked up the letter 
to which he referred (your issue for Sep- 
tember 24) and found that you said in 
your footnote “... there are still those 
who think they have a right to do what 
they like with their own without any re- 
gard for the public interest.” 

Your correspondent omits to quote the 
last seven qualifying words. 1 wonder 
why? It is a generally accepted common- 
place of social ethics that complete free- 
dom for the individual is incompatible 
with the welfare of society as a whole. 
Apparently that truth has yet to be 
learned by a good many people. 

It is because there has been so much 
freedom to “do what you like with your 
own” in the past that we have such a 
squalid and chaotic inheritance of in- 
dustrial and h~using development, which 
we are now vying to rectify at. such 
enormous expense. If we allow front- 
garden parking to go on unchecked we 
shall in turn be laying up a store of 
trouble for our own successors. 

I think, Sir; you deserve support, not 
criticism, in your efforts to get rid of this 
anti-social practice. VERITAS. 
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News of the Week 


ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE 


WING to circumstances outside the 
control of the RIBA and the West 
Yorkshire Society of Architects, it has 
been necessary to alter the date of the 
British Architects’ Conference in 1955, 
which had been fixed for June 22-25. The 
revised date is June 8-11. It will take 
place at Harrogate. 


SKYSCRAPER FOR HARLOW 


MINISTERIAL approval has just been 


received by Harlow Development Cor- 
pores for the building of a 12-storey 

lock of flats lying immediately to the 
east of the Town Centre, on which work 
has just started. It will be a landmark 
from miles around, and architecturally it 
will provide an important focal point. 
Standing on one of the highest points in 
the town, it will command magnificent 
views across the Stort Valley to the Hert- 
fordshire hills beyond. 

The flats will be built in “ No-Fines” 
reinforced concrete, which will be ren- 
dered externally in light colour, and 
which will be relieved by the introduction 
of brick-work panels. This is an innova- 
tion in building construction, since, while 
the ‘“‘ No-Fines ” technique has been very 
widely employed and thoroughly tested, 
it has never previously been used in this 
country in a building of this height. It 
will be built in conjunction with the 
sponsors of “ No-Fines” construction— 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd... 

The block will contain 44 one-bedroom 
flats, and two bed-sitting rooms. There 
will be a central lift. These will not be 
family flats; they are likely to appeal 
specially to young people in the middle- 
income groups. 

It is hoped that work on the block will 
begin in the near future, and it is ex- 
pected to take about 18 months. 


COVENTRY CITY ARCHITECT 


Mr. D. E. Gipson, CBE, ARIBA, 
Coventry’s City Architect, who has played 
a major part in the reconstruction of the 
bombed city, has been appointed county 
architect for Nottinghamshire, in succes- 
sion to Mr. E. W. Roberts, FRIBA, who 
is retiring. 

On Monday night, 13 senior members 
of Mr. Gibson’s staff issued a statement 
calling on the Council to ask Mr. Gibson 
to change his mind about accepting the 
appointment. 

The statement said that the next five 
years were critical for the successful 
development of Mr. Gibson’s plans for 
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port, four key posts would have been 
created to look after four sections of 
his department, But the establishment and 
general administration committee, which 
was formed in conjunction with the 
“efficiency report,” decided that if the 
posts were created the Council could not 
afford the higher ‘salaries that would go 
with them. 


BUILDING IN S. AFRICA 


Mr. Ian M. Leswig, Editor of The 
Builder, who is visiting South Africa to 
attend the Jubilee celebrations this month 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers of South Africa, is to 
address the Council of the LMBA on his 
return in December on “ Building Oppor- 
tunities in South Africa.” Mr. Leslie, 
who hopes to make a special study of 
housing during his visit, is to be enter- 
tained to luncheon before the meeting of 
the Council, which takes place on 
December 16. 

The LMBA representative at the con- 
gress is Mr. H. C. Harland, who was pre- 
sident in 1943 and 1944. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 


THE CLOSE TIES of the Brixton School 
of Building with building activity all over 
the world are revealed by the ready 
response .of hundreds of the school’s 
former students to the announcement of 
the jubilee celebrations to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the opening of the school 
in 1904. Added to this, the readiness of 
all sections of the building industry and 
allied professions to be associated with 
the arrangements ensures that the jubilee 
will be not only an important event in the 
history of the college but also a landmark 
in the development of technical education 
for the building industry. 

High spots of the celebrations will be 
an exhibition—“ Fifty Years of Building 
Education ”—to be opened by Sir David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, at the Building 
Centre on November 11; the annual prize- 
giving at County Hall on November 24, 
when Mr. Herbert Morrison will distri- 
bute the prizes; the publication of an 
illustrated booklet recounting the history 
of the school; and a dinner at the 
Grocers’ Hall, EC2, on November 12. The 
support given to the dinner by building 
and professional bodies as well as past 
students has been particularly gratifying 
since an important objective of the cele- 
brations is to extend the influence of the 
School of Building Association as an 
active force for the furtherance of the 
interests of the College and of technical 
advance in building. 

Further details are available from the 
Principal (Mr. D. A. G. Reid), LCC Brix- 
ton School of Building, Ferndale - road, 


the City, plans which might be jeopar- sw4 


dised by an unsympathetic successor. It 
might not be fully appreciated in 
Coventry what a loss to the City his 
resignation would be, “and we hope it 
may not be too late to try to induce 
him to change his mind. ‘To this end it 
would obviously be necessary for the 
City Council to demonstrate that it 
appreciates his work for Coventry and is 
willing to take some decisive action to 
resolve any differences which may exist 
between the Council and Mr. Gibson.” 
Mr. Gibson, is understood to have 


" hoped that, as a result of Coventry City 


Council's recent Order and Method Re- 


AIRMEN’S MEMORIAL 


THE COMMITTEE of the Eastchurch 
Memorial to Pioneer Airmen have 
appointed Messrs. Rider, Hunt and 
Partners, of Bridge House, Queen Vic- 
toria-street, London (also of Gillingham, 
Kent), as honorary quantity surveyors for 
the erection of this memorial. 


UNIVERSAL PREFABRICATION 


__AN INDICATION of the wide range of 
literature available in different languages 
on prefabricated housing is given in a 
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bibliography recently issued by the Albert 
Farwell Bemis Foundation of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. En- 
titled “The International Bibliography 
of Prefabricated Housing,” and edited by 
Phyllis M. Kelly and Caroline Shillaber, 
it enables the reader to judge which 
periodicals generally include references 
to prefabrication, and what books and 
pamphlets are available on the subjec:. 
The bibliography covers the period 1948 
to June, 1954, although some earlier re- 
ferences of significance have aiso beea 
included. A useful list of prefabricating 
firms in various countries is given in the 
appendix. 


THE PRESIDENT, RIBA 


IN our account of the annual dinner of 
the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural 
Association, published in our last issue, 
Sir Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, was 
inadvertently described as the President 
of the RIBA. The new president is, of 
course, Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE. 


ANNUAL DINNER 


THE JUNIOR organisation of the RICS 
are holding their annual dinner at Skin- 
ners’ Hall, Dowgate, EC4, on October 
29. Guests will include Mr. C. P. Bowyer, 
president of the RICS, Sir Hartley Shaw- 
cross, QC, MP, and Mr. W. S. Scammell, 
MC, LLB. 


AN APPOINTMENT 


Mr. A. W. Tuomas, general manager 
of Aycliffe Development Corporation 
(Co. Durham) took up a new appoint- 
ment on October 11 as chief engineer to 
Hemel Hempstead Corporation. 


ARCHITECT'S ESTATE 


Mr. CHARLES HERBERT WATSON, 
FRICS, LRIBA, of Beaconsfield, Bucks 
left £38,825 (duty paid £9,065). 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The partnership of Messrs. DE METZ AND Birks, 
FF.RIBA, has been dissolved by mutual agreement. 
Mr. DE Metz will continue to practise from 2, 
Ladente hit, EC4, and Mr. Birks from 38, Portland- 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, October 14, 1854 


BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL.—At a recent 
public meeting relative to the sureties of 
the new town hall contractors, it was 
stated that Mr. Lloyd, a gentleman who 
resided in Wales, was one of the four 
sureties for the completion of the hall by 
Messrs. Hansom and Welch, the contrac- 
tors. These gentlemen failed in their 
engagements, and Mr. Lloyd came for- 
ward to fulfil his share of the obligation 
he had contracted. After much con- 
sideration it was agreed that on payment 
of one thousand pounds, the claim against 
him should be considered as satisfied. . . 
a sum had been borrowed by the archi- 
tects during the progress of the work, so 
that in all his losses were estimated at up- 
wards of £2,000. . . . Further efforts (to 
repay him) were made, but without avail, 
and a public meeting has lately been held 
in order to make a final attempt with this 
stingy town to keep faith with Mr. Lloyd, 
so as at least to leave him not a serious 
loser on the whole transaction .. . but 
the Birmingham public, we fear, are by 
no means likely to follow the example of 
the few, or to feel any moral responsibility 
in the matter, or to trouble their heads 
about Mr. Lloyd’s losses. 


October 
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You'll get better results from these fine mixers than even your 
most optimistic hopes could suggest. They are gluttons for hard 
work, accept rough-and-tumble treatment without a murmur, 
and will turn out first class mixes for years on end. But it is 
USERS’ opinions that count . . . read what they say below, then 
send the coupon for full details of these famous PARKER Mixers. 


‘LITTLE GIANT’ 
A Scottish user writes: ‘‘/ have this machine 
working and believe it to be the BEST INVESTMENT 
| HAVE EVER MADE.”’ 


The 6-USE MIXER with adjustable drum for mixing 
concrete, tarmacadam, hair plaster, compo, mortar, and 
plaster. Driven by roller chain drive and fitted with sealed 
adjustable roller bearings. Petrol, diesel or vaporising oil 
engine, or electric motor. Mounted on four metal or 
pneumatic-tyred wheels ; capacity 5/34 or 7/5 cu. ft. 
2-wheel Fast-Towing Type, 5/34 cu. ft. Prices, with 
petfol engine, from £120 or £30 down. With Villiers 
petrol engine, from £110. 


‘MINI-GIANT’ 
A London user writes : ‘‘ We think this machine is ALL PARKER MIXERS 
THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY ON THE MARKET. ; ARE AVAILABLE FOR . 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


Rated mixed capacity 2 cu. ft., with a total drum volume 
equal to any so-called }$-bag mixer... giving FULL 
RATED CAPACITY at the CORRECT MIXING ANGLE. 
Finger-tip drum tilting control. | h.p. air-cooled 
Villiers engine with roller chain drive and large, deep- 
toothed driving pinion ... all completely accessible. 
Prices, on pneumatic tyres, from £76 or £19 down; on 
metal wheels, from £74. 


Concrete Mixers. 


WORKS LEICESTER 


PHONES: LEICESTER 6253! (7 LINES) 


heads ONDON: STAFFORD HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, W.C.2 
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FINE BUILDINGS::: 


Everywhere these days you can see really SER V | C E Free assistance available on 


fine buildings—attractively designed and really any site. 
well-built. Such.a building is illustrated 
below—Private House of F. L. Hannam, 
A.R.LB.A., 10, Stoke Hill, Bristol, 9. 


of ees nd 


ible 
Builders—Western Homes and Estates, ESTIMATING 


Ltd., Bristol, 8. arrive on site at stated time. 
. . . and of course, with FINLOCK 
GUTTERS—chosen from the viewpoint of 
efficiency, attractive appearance and 
—tnere are SO many reasons ur transport covers t. ritis 
for doing so. . D E L | V E R | ES Isles with a 24-hour service. 


FINLOCK GUTTERS LTD 


Head Office : FINLOCK HOUSE, 25 FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Telephone : Tunbridge Wells 3396/9 


We deliver to all parts of England, Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland. 


Works at: Southborough, Kent ; Royston, Herts; Cwmbran, S. Wales ; Crewkerne, Somerset ; Leeds, Yorks; 
Wakefield, Yorks ; Musselburgh, Scotland ; Belfast, N. Ireland. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND T OWN PLANNING 
IN FRENCH MOROCCO 


A Talk at the Architectural Association 


T an informal meeting of the Archi- 
tectural Association, held at 36 
Bedford-square, WCl, on October 6, 
Mr. Davip OaKLey, ARIBA—an old 
student of the Association—sought to give 
his audience an idea of the problems 
the French had set themselves to solve in 
Morocco. His lecture consisted mainly of 
an exhibition of coloured photographs 
shown by the magic lantern portraying 
buildings and town plans and contrasting 
Moorish mosques and other structures 
with modern edifices. One of the earliest 
of these slides seemed at first glance to 
be a skyscraper, but it was actually the 
minaret of one of the largest mosques in 
the world. The ascent of this tower was 
not by an internal stairway but by one 
going round and round outside. The 
muezzin rode up on the back of a donkey 
to the top of the tower. whence he called 
his fellow Moslems to prayer. 

Anciently Morocco had two centres of 
population, one in the south and the other 
in the north. The French had developed 
these and added others. Of the new 
towns by far the most important was 
Casablanca. In 1907 its population had 
numbered 27,000; to-day it had more than 
650,000 and its estimated population for 
1966 was over a million. Such quick 
growth, much of it since the war, had 
created economic and social problems, of 
which the greatest was that of housing 
the great number of people attracted to 
the town. There were also problems of 
urban land, industrial location and the 
political climate. 

In the mind of the planning team there 
was no doubt that their most important 
task was the creation of a suitable urban 
environment for the new town dwellers 
crowding in from the desert and moun- 
tains. These immigrant families had pro- 
duced an enormous overcrowding. An 
Arab quarter built in 1940 was already a 
slum with 600 people to the hectare—a 
hectare was a little less than two and a 
half acres. A spot check had been made 
of six or seven houses chosen at random. 
Most of these had three or four floors and 
the occupants lived three or four to the 
room. As originally built each such house 
had a patio or light well in the centre. but 
in every case this space was now spanned 
over to provide another room which on 
the ground, first and second floors was 
entirely windowless. The landlord of 
these tenements was usually found living 
on the top floor having moved up to the 
light and air. It was estimated that 
150,000 people in Casablanca lived in con- 
ditions such as those the check had re- 
vealed. 


SHANTY TOWNS 


Around Casablanca spread great shanty 
towns, called bidonvilles ” the 
dwellings were so largely constructed of 
petrol tins flattened out. In these bidon- 
villes people lived at 1,000 to the hectare 
without light, running water or any form 
of sanitation. Such water as there was 


was brought in in old petrol tins, or large 
containers drawn by donkeys. There were 
two main areas of this sort at Casablanca, 
One where the land was owned by the 


Government on the north of the city, and 
another on the south where the land was 
In private ownership. In the case of the 
Government ownership each builder of a 
shanty paid 100 francs a month for the 
use of the land. When he built his 
dwelling he paid an additional rent of 
from 500 to 700 francs a month. On the 
land privately owned the comparative 
figures were 500 francs a month for the 
ground rent, and from 500 to 700 francs 
a month for the permission to build. Such 
a rent was a high proportion of the earn- 
ings of a Moroccan. 


Attempts were being made to alleviate 
this condition of things. In the Carriérres 
Centrales, the area owned by the Govern- 
ment, a large Moroccan housing scheme 
was under way and, as part of this, two 
or three experimental apartment blocks, 
having an open patio for each flat on 
every floor, were near completion. One 
of the difficulties here was that Arabs 
liked to cook in the open air; they might 
be found cooking on the balconies 
instead of using the facilities supplied in- 
doers. One-storey housing in the shanty 
towns was proving costly owing to the 
price of land. A flat could be built for 
about £350 whereas a_ single-storey 
dwelling cost £675. It was impossible to 
house all the immigrant families in one- 
storey buildings at the density of the pre- 
sent one-storey development. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSING 


In Ain Chook, the earliest Govern- 
ment-sponsored housing scheme _ at 
Casablanca, the rents were about 2,500 
francs a month; and only a Government 
employee earning from 9,000 to 12,000 
francs a month could afford this. Ain 
Chook was on a Beaux Arts plan and was 
not successful in an architectural or 
planning sense. But it had provided a 
high standard of living accommodation. 
It housed about 12,000 people. Like later 
and better laid-out projects it was sited a 
great distance from the main part of the 
city. This was because the land between 
the city and the housing areas had been 
bought up long ago by private specula- 
tors who demanded such a -high price 
that it was impossible to use it to build 
new neighbourhoods. Consequently, the 
present plan form of Casablanca was 
that of a congested central area, then a 
wide open space and then a further 
densely populated ring. 

Bad as conditions were in the bidon- 
villes they were still worse in the 
medinas, i.e., the Arab quarters of old 
cities. 

The European central area of Casa- 
blanca was a boom town and looked it. 
In its high standard of individual office 
block design, together with its general 
town planning chaos, it could be likened 
to Sao Paulo in Brazil. Land values were 
high and soaring, rendering it uneconomic 
to build anything but skyscrapers. One 
of the largest of these was the recently 
completed Liberté building. This, like 
other Casablanca skyscrapers, was sited 
among very much _ lower buildings, 
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suddenly rocketing its twenty storeys out 
of a three-storey street from the same 
building line. Its major front faced a 
square, seen from which the building was 
satisfactory, but viewed from the two 
flanking streets its two rear walls could 
be seen going up completely blank, 
awaiting the erection of blocks of the 
same height on the adjoining plots. 
Almost all the tall buildings of Casa- 
blanca had this two-faced aspect. 


CASABLANCA’S FUTURE 


A: plan had been drawn up for the 
further development of Casablanca. 
This divided the city into Moroccan liv- 
ing areas, European living areas, indus- 
trial sites and green and open spaces. A 
large green belt was planned to surround 
the city, and through the green belt was 
to run a motor road with cloverleaf fly- 
overs at intersections. Many of the 
quarters planned for the Moslem popu- 
lation were now under construction. 
Single-storey houses were being built, but 
the lay-out was such that whenever it 
became possible to persuade the Moslem 
community to live in multi-storey build- 
ings, apartment blocks could be built on 
existing sites. 

Other towns were described, among 
them Marrakesh, founded in 1062, and, 
for the visitor, the most lively and 
visually exciting city in the country. | 
its central square the drama of Arab life 
could be witnessed as nowhere else in 
Morocco. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 
Oakley. 


OPEN TENDERING 


More Competition Urged 


TDECLARING it was two years since they 
had sought tenders for houses, Mr. 
C. J. TunnictirFe urged Uttoxeter Urban 
Council, at their recent monthly meeting, 
to accept the principle of open tendering 
again. 

The housing committee had recommended 
that the Ministry be asked to approve the 
extension of the existing contract with O’Dair 
Bros., Ltd., in respect of a further 48 houses. 
Mr. Tunnicliffe said the council had passed 
a minute some months ago that the next 
batch of houses should go out to open 
tender. He felt competitive tendering would 
spezd up building. It was said there were 
no firms prepared to come into. the district. 
How did they know? It was two years 
since they had done any tendering. J 

Mr. G. J. W. Mosetey said: “ Never in 
history has open tendering speeded up the 
erection of houses—it definitely delays it. 
Whatever the reason may be, wherever the 
blame for it lies, we are terribly in arrears 
with housing, and if we are to do anything 
at all we must make the same effort a private 
enterprise firm would make. We must go 
ahead at all costs.” 

In fairness to their present contractors 
he was bound to say there was no blame 
on them at all, said Mr. Moseley. He 
might put a lot of blame on the council 
for delay, but none on the firm. 

The chairman, Dr. J. R. Oppie, said the 
contractor had promised to do his best to 
complete the present 46 houses before 
March 31. He was entitled to some prospect 
of continuity of employment for his men. 
The recommendation was carried, Mr. 
Tunnicliffe being the only dissentient. 
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REBUILDING IN THE 
CITY OF LONDON 


List of Major Projects 


THE increasing volume of reconstruc- 

tion being carried out in the City of 
London is indicated by the following list 
of major projects now in course of erec- 
tion there. The list, which includes the 
names of the architects concerned, was 
issued by the City Corporation : — 

Dutch Church Offices, Austin Friars 
(Ansell and Bailey); site bounded by 
Cheapside, Bread-street and New-street 
(Bank of England) (Victor Heal, FRIBA); 
43-46. Barbican (F. Scarlett, FRIBA): 
26-28, Bartletts-buildings, and Thavies Inn 
(Lewis Solomon, FRIBA); 9-11, Billiter- 
square and 13, Fenchurch-avenue (Gun- 
ton and Gunton—City of London Real 
Property Co., Ltd.); 8, Bridewell-place 
(Trehearne and Norman, Preston and 
Partners); 10-13, Bridgewater-square and 
64-66, Viscount-street (Oakford Proper- 
ties, Ltd.); 1-2, Bucklersbury and 80, 
Cheapside (K. Lindy, Joseph Hill and 
Partners); Watling House, Cannon-street 
(Easton and Robertson); Kennans House, 
Crown Court, Cheapside (Daniel Watney 
Eiloart Inman and Nunn. 

81-90, Cheapside (Gunton and Gun- 
ton); 52-54, Fenchurch-street (Lewis 
Solomon, Son and a: 56-59, Fen- 
church-street (Ronald Ward and Part- 
ners); 35-43, Fetter-lane (Leo. O. L. 
Hannen and Markham); 161-166, Fleet- 
street (A. S. Ash, FRIBA); 33-34, Old 
Jewry—1 and 1A, Frederick’s-place 
(Vigers and Co.); 33-36, Gracechurch- 
street (Campbell Jones and Sons); 5-10, 
Great Tower-street (Gunton and Gun- 


ton). 

18-22, Milk-street (Stanley Peach and 
Partners); 59-69, Gresham-street (Arthur 
S. Ash, FRIBA); Atlantic House, Holborn 
Via., West Block (Sir T. P. Bennett, CBE, 
FRIBA); City Temple, Holborn Viaduct 
(Seely and Paget); 34-35, Leadenhall- 
street (Alan W. Pipe, LRIBA, FRICS); 
Painter-Stainer’s Hall, Little Trinity-lane 
(B. W. Turnbull‘ and Partners); Lloyds 
Buildings, Lime-street, Billiter-street 
(T. E. Heysham, FRIBA); 31-36, Lom- 
bard-street (St. Quintin, Son and Stanley). 

New Fresh Wharf, Lower Thames- 
street (Sidney W. Gell); 62-63, Mark-lane 
(City of London Real Property Co., Ltd.); 
Middle and Inner Temples (Sir Edward 
Maufe, FRIBA); Clothworkers Hall 
Mincing-lane and Fenchurch-street (R. 
Ellis and Son); 30-34, Mincing-lane and 
24-25, Mark-lane (City of London Real 
Property Co.); 27-32, Old Jewry (Water- 
house and Ripley); 68-70, Queen-street 
(Jones, Lang Wootton and Sons); Site 
bounded by Queen  Victoria-street, 
Queen-street, Pancras-lane, and Size-lane 
(V. Heal, FRIBA). 

Gateway House, Watling-street, Can- 
non-street (Trehearne and Norman, 
Preston and Partners); 18-22, St. 
Andrew’s-street (Ellis Clarke and Gallon- 
naugh); 2-12, St. Mary Axe (Ronald 
Ward, FRIBA); 14-20, St. Mary Axe 
(Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill and Part- 
ners); 1, St. Swithin’s-lane (T. E. Hey- 
sham, FRIBA); 24-32, St. Swithin’s-lane 
(Whinney Son and Austin Hall); 1, See- 
thing-lane (City of London Real Pro- 
perty Co., Ltd.); Daily Express, Shoe-lane 
{Ellis Clarke and Gallonnaugh). 

6-18, Tudor-street (Trehearne and Nor- 
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man, Preston.and Partners); Brooks and 
Bull Wharves, Upper Thames-street 
(Kersey Gale and Spooner); 23-29, Wal- 
brook (Henry Tanner); 4-9, Wood-street 
(Ronald Ward and Partners); 101-110, 
Wood-street and Gresham-street (Arthur 
S. Ash, FRIBA). 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


President Discusses Examinations 


"THE annual general meeting of the 

Institute of Quantity Surveyors was 
held at Caxton Hall on September 25, and 
the retiring president, Mr. H. V. Mace, 
referred to the topical discussion on quan- 
tity surveyors’ examinations in his presi- 
dential address. 

Mr. Mace stated that as they had pub- 
lished the results of their examinations some 
time before, it was not necessary for him to 
repeat the details. Each year they continued 
to examine a larger number of candidates. 
and over 500 sat in March last. 

“ There has been a good deal of comment 
and discussion of late, regarding quantity 
surveyors’ examinations,” continued Mr. 
Mace. “In the main, the focus has been 
upon the examinations of another body, but 
I have noted reference to the ‘more lenient 
bodies’ in the course of these discussions. 
If anyone has the mistaken impression that 
our examinations are more lenient, then 
obviously they have not had the experience 
of sitting them. Our system may be 
impartial, more realistic, and more practical, 
but it is certainly not more lenient. 

“We do not attempt to adopt a ‘closed 
shop’ policy, since we do not presume that 
it is our prerogative to decide how many 
qualified men the profession can absorb. 
Our examinations are not competitive, and 
provided the standard .we demand is attained, 
there is no limit to the number of candi- 
dates who can pass. We have no intention 
of becoming a home for the rejects of any 
other body, and although we are constantly 
receiving applications from those who have 
failed other examinations, we invariably 
reply that there is nothing doing unless they 
care to sit our examinations. 


STANDARD OF PAPERS 


** Although, from the published results, it 
would appear that the number of failures is 
high, there was again a general improvement 
in the standard of the papers stbmitted. 
Some of the candidates who failed the 
examination as a whole did particularly well 
in several subjects. Many at least did well 
in some subjects and only just failed in one 
or two others. One of the reasons for 
failure in the Final examination is that can- 
didates attempt this rather too soon after 
success in the Intermediate. Whilst we 
sympathise with the desire of candidates to 
qualify for corporate membership as quickly 
as possible, we do advise a more adequate 
period of preparation between the Inter- 
mediate and Final examinations. As an 
example, I would quote the case of one 
candidate who passed the Intermediate last 
year with a very high standard of work, and 
having sat the Final this year has just failed 
to make the grade. Unfortunately, as he 
now has to re-sit two subjects, he can never 
be eligible for the Gold or Silver Medals, 
although his prowess in the other subjects 
was such that he might well have been a 
likely medal winner.” 

At the conclusion of his address, Mr. Mace 
presented the following prizes:—Bronze 
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Medal: E. R. Smith, Carlisle; R. D. Wood 
Prize: D. J. Phillips, Cardiff; Special 
Awards: J. Bright, London; T. R. Pettigrew, 
Wolverhampton; M. Ashton, Salford-on-Sea; 
and E. Caroll, Chatham. 

During the meeting, Mr. F.. Biscoe- 
Taylor, FFS(Eng)(Quants), was elected as 
president. The following officers were also 
elected 


Vice-Presidents: Messrs. F. Illidge; S. W. Spencer, 
FRICS; J. Lester, FRSA; J. Youdan Briggs, FIAS; 
and E. G. Cornish, BSc(Econ). 


Executive Members of the Council: Messrs. H. T. 
ke; 7. R. Carpenter; H. Fulford; J. 


Branch Representatives in Council: Messrs. S. N. 
Meadows, AIAS; R. K. Crouch; W. R. Turner, 
BSc(Est Man), AIArb; F. Smith; E. R. Jewell; N. G. 
Shears, FIAS; G. T. West; and C. B. Branch. 


MONOPOLIES 
COMMISSION’S ACTIVITIES 


“ Sense of Injustice” in Industry 


GIR HARRY PILKINGTON, president of 

the Federation of British Industries, 
speaking at the annual meeting of federation 
members in the East and West Ridings, at 
Sheffield, on October 7, said the Monopolies 
Commission were trying to administer an 
Act as fairly as they could within the limits 
laid down, but many of the consequences 
of the Act were not foreseen by Par- 
liament. 

One of the consequences, he was sure, 
was that the present prescribed method of 
operation did produce a real sense of 
injustice in the minds of responsible people 
in those industries about which a report had 
been made, 

He believed that the commission paid 
very little attention to complaints received 
from outside, but that was not the 
impression left in the minds of those who 
had been referred to. them when they tried 
to account for the findings. They thought 
when some practices had been found con- 
trary to the public interest that the finding 
must be on some statements whose reliability 
had been untested, statements which they 
themselves, although seriously affected, 
had no opportunity to contradict. More- 
over, when the report of the commission 
was finally written it was first sent to the 
Board of Trade and was only disclosed to 
the industry under review at the same time 
as it was disclosed to the public. 

Since it was not a court of law, the com- 
mission’s decisions had in theory no legal 
weight or validity, but that meant that no 
appeal could be lodged because there was no 
higher body to which to appeal. To the 
Minister the industry could challenge the 
conclusions but could have no opportunity 
to challenge the evidence on which the com- 
mission had based them, since they did not 
know what that evidence was. 

The FBI had a contribution to make in 
considering with the Government how such 
a control on industry should be exercised so 
as to leave behind a certainty that, even if 
the commission was a beast, it was a just 
beast. 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT DIRECTORY 


A directory listing the names, addresses, 
trade names and products of 250 firms who 
manufacture lighting equipment has been 
published by “ Light and Lighting.” Copies. 
price 1s. 6d., from “* Light and Lighting,” 32, 
Victoria-street, SW1. 


B 
: PP. orstall, 3 4 
: ». FIAS; L. N. Meakin, ARICS; C. J. W. Parker, AIAS, 
f Peal FRSA; R. Beswick Shaw; C. E. Smart; R. E. Biscoe- 
heh Taylor, MRSanI; and R. D. Wood, BSc, LIB, AIAS. 
| 


October 15 1954 THE BUILDER 


- 


FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 


which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 » BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


Telephones : 
_ London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Ti clegrams : 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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HOPE’S ALUMINIUM 
TUBULAR SECTIONS 


have been designed for.doors and large opening casements 
where narrow frames around large glass areas are required. 
The sections are flanged, hollow oblongs of enormous 
torsional strength, yet light in weight and appearance. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 
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PADDINGTON HIGH FLATS OPPOSED BY LCC 
Opening of Public Inquiry on Perkins Heights Scheme 


[From a Special Correspondent] 


A PUBLIC inquiry into an appeal by the 

Paddington Borough Council against 
the refusal of the LCC to allow them to erect 
three 15-storey blocks of flats—to be known 
as Perkins Heights, after “Pretty Polly 
Perkins of Paddington Green ”—on a three 
acre site adjoining Paddington Green and 
bounded by Hall-place and Church-street, 
opened at the Paddington Town Hall on 
Tuesday last before Mr. J. D. Hossack, an 
Inspector appointed by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. Planning con- 
sent had been refused by the LCC on the 
grounds that they wanted to reserve the 
major part of the site for a county college 
and also because they considered that the 
proposed flats would have a population of 
excessive density. 


Mr. Derek Walker-Smith, MP, appeared 
for the Paddington Borough Council; Mr. 
Harold Marnham represented the London 
County Council. 


In his opening submission on behalf of the 
Borough Council, Mr. WALKER-SMITH said 
that this inquiry concerned the possible erec- 
tion of high flats in Paddington and raised 
the question of whether a bold, imaginative 
and carefylly thought out housing project 
would be allowed to proceed or not. There 
were at the present time just under 4,000 
applicants on Paddington’s housing list, 
representing some 16,000 people whose need 
was admitted and who had a claim on the 
borough for rehousing. 


PRESSURE ON SPACE 


The Paddington Borough Council con- 
sidered that it was now necessary to look 
to the dimension of height to relieve the 
pressure on space. When sub-standard hous- 
ing areas came to be redeveloped it was 
natural and proper to make provision for 
greater space around the proposed build- 
ings, than existed around the obsolete or 
sub-standard housing which was at present 
on the land, but in doing so it was clear that 
unless one built higher, the effect of clear- 
ance and redevelopment would in fact 
aggravate the housing problem because it 
would mean that the number of displaced 
persons would tend to exceed the number 
rehoused. The principle of high building was 
in fact recognised by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government in an address 
given to the Town Planning Institute in 
April of last year when he said:— 


“In the larger fields of policy greater 
efforts could be made in a new attack 
upon the slums. There had been no slum 
clearance since the war. They must 
grapple with the problem of repairs to 
prevent the growth of new slums and try 
to prevent a further attack on the inner 
core of towns and cities. They could not 
continually deal with the periphery and let 
the centre rot. This might mean flats. not 
necessarily of 30 or 40 storeys, but of 
reasonable and proper design. Flat life 
was not a bad life, given open-air spaces 
for communal recreation. It often 
enabled people to live near their work and 
so eased the transport problem.” 


In his submission, continued Counsel, the 
following were the requisites for high build- 
ing such as was now proposed. First, one 
had to have an area where large-scale re- 


- 


development was in any event required and 
was of a type in which “ point” blocks of 
flats could conveniently and properly be 
fitted. Secondly, the surrounding. area must 
be of comparatively low density where the 
balancing high density of point blocks was 
appropriate. Thirdly, one must have a 
reasonable amount of open space and re- 
creation ground, and it was the view of the 
Borough Council that the site now being 
considered was one in which all those re- 
quirements were found to co-exist. It was 
in an area which cried out for some form of 
comprehensive redevelopment as an integral 
whole. 

The basic height of the proposed flats 
would be 134 ft. 3 in., so it followed that 
the erection of the buildings would require 
a London Building Act consent under 
Section 51 of-the 1930 Act. But that Act 
had recently been amended by Section 5 of 
the LCC General Powers Act of 1954, and 
under that new provision the permissible 
height had been increased from 80 to 100 ft., 
so that the proposed buildings would be only 
34 ft. above the height to which a developer 
could go without having to seek any waiver 
under the London Building Act at all. 


COUNTY COLLEGE PROPOSAL 


One of the grounds upon which the LCC 
refused to grant planning permission was 
that a part of the site was allocated in the 
County of London Development Plan for 
a county college. In his submission, how- 
ever, the siting of a college of that kind did 
not present the difficulties of siting, for in- 
stance, a primary school with its very small 
catchment area and the limited mobility of 
the children for whom it was intended. In 
the case of a county college exactly the 
opposite characteristics applied. The catch- 
ment area was large—in this case the whole 
of two metropolitan boroughs—and the 
mobility of the persons for whom it was in- 
tended was very considerable. There was 
thus a very wide search available to the LCC 
in order to find an appropriate site and in 
his submission the erection of such a college 
in the remote future should not be allowed 
to impede the immediate development of 
the land for urgent housing purposes. The 
land ought not to be sterilised in the in- 
terests of a long-term project which would 
defer indefinitely a most desirable scheme 
for the comprehensive development of an 
obsolete area. 

With regard to the objections made by the 
LCC on the grounds of density and design of 
the proposed flats the first point which the 
Minister had to consider was whether those 
criticisms were sound in themselves, and 
on that he would ask the Minister to find 
that they were misconceived. Even if the 
Minister were to decide that those objections 
were not without substance he would still, 
in his submission, have to ask himself 
whether they went to the root of this matter 
from a planning point of view or whether 
they were not matters which could be set 
right at a later stage. 

The first witness on behalf of the appellant 
Council was PRoFessor L. DUDLEY STAMP, 
CBE, Director of the Land Utilisation 
Survey of Great Britain. 

Professor Stamp dealt at some length 
with the alienation and absorption of open 
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land in this country during recent years 
which, he said, had been running at the rate 
of about 50,000 acres a year. 

One important consideration when assess- 
ing the benefits of high buildings, went on 
Professor Stamp, was the fact that they rose 
above smog and fog areas. He had flown 
over London on foggy days and he could 
appreciate the enormous advantage of 


“ living on top of a gasometer,” as they were - 


the only buildings to be seen above the mist. 
He suggested that open fires were a contri- 
butory factor to noxious gases in the air and 
said he believed it might be necessary to 
control such fires before the situation be- 
came much worse. 

“IT am expressing a personal opinion,” he 
added, “ when I say that this country should 
do what is being done in every other 
country, namely to permit the- erection of 
high buildings for residential purposes. fF 
think that London should erect buildings 
that rise above both fog and smog.” 


“ MOST DESIRABLE SITE” 


Sir ALFRED BossoM, MP, FRIBA, who. 
was also called on behalf of the Borough 
Council, said that in his opinion the appeal 
site was one of the most desirable sites in 
London for the type of flat construction pro- 
posed. He certainly knew of no other site in 
Paddington which had greater potentialities. 
for the construction of high point block flat 
development, and in view of the available 
open space provision he considered that from 
the architectural and planning point of view 
it would be reasonable to exceed the LCC’s. 
prescribed density for this area of 136 per- 
sons to the acre. 


Asked, in cross-examination, if the pro- 
posed buildings would not be out of scale 
on aesthetic grounds, Sir Alfred said that 
whilst all existing amenities ought to be 
taken into account he did not think 15 
storeys sufficiently tall to be undesirable. He 
was not in favour of building high blocks 
of flats in urban areas to an unlimited 
height. 

Mr. R. A. JENSON, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
Director of Housing and Borough Architect 
to the Paddington Borough Council, said 
that the area of the appeal site extended to 
approximately three acres. At present it 
contained 70 dwellings and one or two small 
commercial and shop users and upon it the 
Borough Council proposed to erect three 15- 
storey point blocks of two- and three-bed- 
room flats. Each of the blocks would be 
Y-shaped, one arm of the Y being so 
orientated as to lie on the north-south 
axis. In each of the three winged blocks 
there would be 84 flats, giving a total of 
252 flats in all, and it was proposed to have 
shops on the ground floor of two of the 
blocks. In spite of the necessity of provid- 
ing a reasonably large number of flats per 
floor it had been considered essential to 
reduce overlooking as between flats to a 
minimum and that matter had been one of 
the principal aims of the scheme. Each 
flat would have two complete outside 
walls, which would give good natural day- 
light to every habitable room. The witness 
said that his Council’s housing list was 
continually increasing and a further prob- 
lem would eventually have to be faced with 
regard to those families who were now 
housed in requisitioned) accommodation. 


The inquiry was continued on Wednesday 
when the case for the LOC was presented 
and evidence given on their behalf. 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
4.—PERFORMANCE OF HOUSEBUILDERS 
We continue our extracts from ‘ Housebuilding in Transition,’ by Sherman 


J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 
California, published in England by the Cambridge University Press.—Ed. 


THE POSITION OF THE PRODUCT 


HE first criterion against which per- 
formance in the housebuilding in- 
dustry must be measured is the adequacy 
of its product. The primary question is: 
Does the industry offer the best possible 
product in terms of what consumers 
would want if they were well informed of 
all the possibilities which exist for 
changes? The quality of the product de- 
pends upon its design, materials, and 
method of fabrication. It also depends 
upon meeting certain standards about 
which an average consumer cannot be 


expected to be informed. 


Adequate performance requires that 
the industry meet three separate product 
desiderata. First, the product should 
furnish maximum livability through good 
design, both in its internal and external 
arrangements. This means the best pos- 
sible use of space within the house, the 
proper location of the house on the site, 
and the suitable layout of the neighbour- 
hood. Second, the product should be de- 
signed to facilitate the most efficient 
methods of construction with the least 
possible waste of resources. Third, the 
quality of the house must be such as to 
permit low maintenance costs and mini- 
mum obsolescence. The costs with which 
the average house buyer is concerned, are 
not only the immediate payments but also 
those expenses which will extend 
throughout the future. The gratifications 
in which he is interested are not merely 
the immediate pleasures of home owner- 
ship but the future stream of satisfactions. 
He wants the greatest shelter satisfaction 
for his money, maximum utility in terms 
of livability, and minimum total expendi- 
tures for the life of the house, obtained 
through a proper relationship between 
initial costs and future expenses for main- 
tenance, depreciation, and obsolescence. 
Low initial charges and gingerbread orna- 
ments for immediate sales appeal are not 
adequate. Experience in many fields has 
shown that a minimum cost product is 
not necessarily the least expensive, for if 
its low-cost production depended on use 
of shoddy materials and workmanship 
and a skimping on size and design, its 
future costs would be far higher than 
they should be and its satisfaction less. 


For the builder’s part, his ability to 
affect or improve the design of his pro- 
duct is, to a large extent, dependent on 
his size. If he is a small contractor, he 
has little or no design function, since 
he works from the architect’s or owner’s 
plans. If he is a small- or medium-size 
merchant builder, his design function is 
circumscribed again, because he builds 
in settled neighbourhoods where houses 
must fit into already established sur- 
roundings and have the widest possible 
appeal. He believes he cannot risk an 
appeal to the small segment of the market 
possibly interested in innovations in de- 
sign. Such buyers usually can afford and 
do demand the right to participate in their 
planning, rather than buying another 
man’s ideas already built. | Hence, the 


small- and medium-sized builders seldom 
innovate. The large builder, on the other 
hand, has a high enough volume so that 
even a high initial cost for planning can 
be spread until the cost per unit is low. 
He develops new areas and_ usually 
assumes the responsibility for the land 
planning and selection of sites as well as 
the design of the individual structure. 

It is the large builder, then, who can 
innovate, but even he does not receive as 
much guidance as he might hope from 
the market. He does not know what 
consumers actually desire in housing. 
Consumers’ choice is constrained by a 
limited market, by factors of financing 
and price, and by the fact that they are 
offered only packaged products with a 
largely predetermined neighbourhood 
environment. Their actual purchases give 
little indication as to whether or not they 
are satisfied. 

On the buyer’s part, even his limited 
powers of choice may not be fully exer- 
cised. People remember with nostalgia 
the houses they grew up in, much as they 
recollect mother’s cooking, a fact which 
makes most attitudes conservative and 
traditional. Changes in design, even if 
they hold promise of great improvements, 
may meet with prejudices and resistance. 
Furthermore, homeseekers are usually not 
well informed as to the true value of 
houses. They do not know whether the 
design and construction of the house meet 
the desiderata for the best product. 


This lack of consumer knowledge 
makes the builder’s attempts to change his 
product more difficult. If the builder’s 
existing product is selling, investment in 
product change will increase his costs and 
may decrease existing demand, -lower 
profits, and increase risk. The builder 
who navigates by records and controls 
knows that as soon as he changes from 
his existing pattern, he is on an uncharted 
sea and may founder. New costs can be 
estimated only roughly from the old. He 
has to train his crews and trade con- 
tractors in new ways, thereby incurring 
another expense. Supply sources are used 
to the old methods, distrustful of the new, 
and may cause him additional troubles. 
Financial institutions also may create 
breakers. 


NEED FOR IMPROVED DESIGN 


Since the builder may receive no in- 
creased returns but will certainly en- 
counter additional costs, risks, and head- 
aches through improvement in design, 
such expenditures frequently+strike him 
as wasteful. All these difficulties have 
diverted builders’ attention from _ the 
quality of their product. Being human, 
they have been interested in building the 
units that involve the fewest problems. 
The result has been a continuation of 
existing design and a neglect of innova- 
tion until some change was forced, either 
by a more progressive builder who did 
change, by the need for a new selling 
point, or by the appearance of a proven, 
sure-fire, cheaper method. 
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Performance in the whole area of pro- 
duct has suffered as a consequence of this 
static design policy. The answer to the 
primary question on product is: No, con- 
sumers have not received the best product 
available. 


Most observers believe that neither the 
structure, design, nor the site plan of the 
average builder utilises the best tech- 
niques. It has been pointed out that the 
typical large-scale builder's house lags far 
behind developments in architectural 
knowledge. Some improvements have 
been made, but they have come slowly. 
Critics, comparing the average house with 
the exceptional one, show that though 
some builders have invested in good de- 
sign and have been able to achieve more 
livable space at less cost, the average 
builder still has far to go. 


Other types of product improvement 
suffer the same disabilities as does design. 
For example, the few builders who have 
experimented have demonstrated that a 
slab floor or an integral ceiling-roof (flat- 
top) is cheaper and can win consumer 
acceptance, and that improvements can 
be made in windows and in other phases 
of the product, But the majority’s organi- 
sations and methods are not geared to 
innovations, and they have adopted such 
improvements only slowly. 


Again, the static situation which ob- 
tains in the area of innovation for pro- 
duct improvement prevails in the field 
of product quality. Most of the larger 
builders have tended to build minimum 
quality units. The majority of builders 
sell to a given buyer only once and do 
not think of developing a continuous 
market. It is difficult for the average 
buyer to judge quality, anyway. The type 
of paint job, finish of millwork, extras in 
foundation or framing are not obvious to 
him, and they do not affect the price the 
builder can obtain. For these reasons, 
most builders have offered, as a rule, only 
that quality necessary to obtain lenders’ 
approvals and sales, without considering 
the effect on future costs of any particular 
material or method. By comparison with 
the average and poorest performers, the 
exceptions dramatise how much progress 
the industry as a whole could still make 
in product quality. 

The improvements in quality which 
have taken place have most often 
occurred when new materials or tech- 
niques were shown to be both better and 
cheaper. In addition, some firms have 
deliberately maintained a higher quality 
of product than the regulations or the 
market required, sometimes in the belief 
that offering better houses might maxi- 
mise future earnings, and sometimes 
simply as a carry-over of the craft tradi- 
tion. In still other cases—the small 
minority—there have been true innova- 
tors who have had daring and the desire 
to try new ideas. These few entrepreneurs 
have found that the traditionalism of the 
over-all organisation of the industry was 
not as great and insuperable as it seemed. 
If -they were determined to institute 
changes, nothing actually halted them. 
They faced greater problems in innovat- 
ing than they would have if they had 
been satisfied with traditional methods: 
but this was part of the game, and these 
men enjoyed matching wits against odds. 
For the majority, however, to whom the 
course of least resistance was the 
pleasantest, the prospect of greater prob- 
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TRY THE TWO MIX TEST 


Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two_mix test— 


MIX No. 1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 
FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 


MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 


You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
well and adheres firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7|- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 


IT PAYS TO USE 


FEBMIX ADMIX 
MASONRY MORTAR 


for free sample (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON- ym HARDY 
LOND ON, W.8. Western 0444 MANCHESTER, 21. HO. 1063 
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VERSUS | 


IBETOL (X) IS A SPIRIT BASED 
HEAVY BITUMINOUS SUBSTANCE 
Applied to NEW or DE-RUSTED 
Steel gives LASTING PROTECTION 
EXTREME CORROSIVE 


conditions. 
IBETOL (X) has largely out- - 

dated contemporary protective coatings, giving a 
greater degree of rust prevention and resistance to 
moisture, acid fumes, salt water, salt-laden atmos- 
er and a large number of acids. Applied by 

rushing or spraying, it can be used on damp or dry 
surfaces. *Steel and iron must receive due prepar- 
ation by removing rust or loose scale. Increased 
protection can be obtained by successive coats build- 
ing up the thickness. 
IBETOL (X) is thixotropic and appears too stiff and 
heavy for application but becomes a smooth heavy 
fluid upon stirring. Applied, it reverts to its original 
stiffness preventing flow, ay} or curtaining, ensuring 
a uniform tough and elastic film—it is not affected by 
widely varying temperatures or high humidity. For 
specifications apply direct. 


under 


IBETOL (X) is applied 
at the rate of 10 sq. yds. 


gal. or can be 
brushed to 30 4 
yds. dependent on t 
nature of the surface. 


Supplied in I, 5, 
10 and 30 gal. 
cons and drums. 


IRON AND STEEL 
AND CONFIDENCE 


British Bitumen Emulsions Ltd 


Dundee Road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 
Deeside, Saltney, nr. Chester 
20 Maukinfauld Road, Glasgow, E2. 
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f 
The Ekco ‘Belvedere’. Made to satisfy the most 
exacting sanitary requirements. Lid encloses as it 
closes. Lustrous finish. Bears the mark of B.S.1. 
| 


for 

COLOUR 
APPEARANCE 
HYGIENE! 


The Ekco ‘ Jubilee’. The popular-priced toilet seat, 
immaculately finished in lustrous colours. Easy to fit to 
any standard width pan. Made to B.S.1. specification 
No. 1254. 


For perfect hygiene, modern design and a permanently 
good appearance, you cannot do better than install or 
recommend EKCO PLASTIC TOILET SEATS. 

They are moulded in one piece without joins or crevices, 
in a wide range of colours to harmonise with any decora- 
tive scheme. They are particularly suitable for installation 
in hotels, public buildings, offices and factories as well as 
in the home. 


%* Choice of 11 permanent colours. 

%* Smooth, lustrous surface that will not 
crack, chip, stain or fade. 

%* Very easily kept clean. 

%* Cannot harbour germs or dirt. 

%* Rust-proof universal fittings. 

% Moulded in one piece. 


quality toilet seats 


COLE LTD - SOUTHEND-ON-SEA « ESSEX 
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lems increased their own inertia and re- 
inforced their reasons for not making 
changes. Neither housebuilding manage- 
ments nor other parts of the over-all 
organisation were interested in innova- 


tion, In fact, the contrary was more 
nearly true of all groups. Consequently, 
the housebuilding picture has included no 
element concerned with the product. 
There has been little to guarantee the con- 
sumer a best buy, and good quality has 
been a hit-or-miss proposition. 


THE PROBLEM OF PROFITS 


Here the criterion is often expressed 
by the word “fair.” Is the industry 
making “ fair” or excessive profits? A 
fair profit is a condition which exists in 
the minds of men and varies with each 
individual’s personality, his position in 
the scheme of things, and the state of 
his purse. Profits are necessary to attract 
a capital supply for production, to in- 
sure continuation of production, and to 
make expansion possible. They serve as 
the reward for efficiency and for success- 
ful innovations. They are, however, 
suspect when they. occur as the result of a 
monopoly or windfall. 


There is need for some standard. 
Housebuilding may be inefficient if pro- 
fits are too low, or unstable, thus failing 
to attract good management and _ neces- 
sary capital to the industry. House- 
builders have often complained that their 
industry was thus afflicted. Housebuild- 
ing may also be inefficient if profits are 
too high. Experience shows that firms 
making windfalls, or high profits for 
other reasons, may waste large amounts 
of resources and may charge prices far 
higher than necessary. The problem is 
that of the correct or appropriate level 
between high and low. 


Although the pressure toward efficiency 
in our economy is composed of fear of 
loss and hope of gain, criteria for appro- 
priate gain are not easy to apply. They 
occur in general terms and are not quan- 
titative. Consequently, the commogest 
method of judging profits is comparison 
with profits earned at other times or by 
other firms. This may be the best 
approach for housebuilding. The profits 
of the post-war period may be compared 
with the profits in building’s own past 
history and with the profits earned in 
other, similar industries, and a compari- 
son may be made among various build- 
ing firms at the present time. 

These comparisons will allow some 
judgments to be made, though not com- 
pletely accurate ones. In general, if the 
profits of building firms are low com- 
pared with firms in other industries, then 
one may judge that housebuilding’s per- 
formance is probably high. Such a judg- 
ment, however, must be viewed in the 
light of the industry’s own organisation 
and history, and also in the light of com- 
parison among similar firms at present— 
a light that may disclose inefficiencies. 

Analysis of the available figures indi- 
cates that builders’ profits have been 
reasonable in comparison with other in- 
dustries. Traditionally a competitive, low- 
profit, high-risk field, building has a past 
history of profits too poor for best per- 
formance. In the post-war period, when 
demand boosted housebuilders’ profits 
together with those of most other in- 
dustries, there is no evidence that the rise 
was excessive or out of line, particularly 
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considering the greater risks and the 
longer years of the locust in housebuild- 
ing compared with the others. Total 
profits for housebuilding firms of all sizes 
in the Bay area in 1949, before taxes, 
were about $15,000,000 on gross housing 
sales of close to $200,000,000. Since this 
profit covered 17,500 houses, the actual 
PA per house sold in 1949 was about 


Even higher housebuilding profits 
might have benefited the economy. 
Because outside capital is reluctant to 
enter the housing field, it is profits that 
permit firms to expand. Since increased 
efficiencies come with increased size of 
firm, sufficient profits to support expan- 
sion can lead to more competent opera- 
tion and more and better housing for all. 

Whereas returns on net worth in house- 
building are higher than profits expressed 
as a percentage of sales, these also appear 
not to have been excessive. Because of 
the large risk in housebuilding, an even 
greater return on equity than the 20 to 
25 per cent. earned might have been ex- 
pected. Builders operate with a high 
ratio of debt to equity, a hazard that 
would justify high returns on ,capital. 
Builders increase their risks to turn over 
their equity at a rapid rate, and this— 
despite the moderate profit per sales 
dollar—results in a relatively higher 
profit on their actual investment. 


BIG PROFITS BY LARGE FIRMS 


It is only when one turns from com- 
paring housebuilding with other indus- 
tries and with its own past history to a 
comparative study of profit distribution 
among Bay area firms that the profit per- 
formance appears unsatisfactory. Here, 
certain dangers in the present picture 
become evident. It is seen that in addi- 
tion to the reasonable rise in average 
rate of profits as size of firm increases, 
exceptionally big profits both on sales 
and on invested capital were received by 
a number of large- and medium-sized 
firms. These facts probably indicate that 
the average efficiency in management for 
which average profits are paid falls very 
short of the efficiency of the best firms 
and that which might be prompted in- 
dustry-wide by a more 
market situation. 

The present picture is explained by the 
existence of a profit “ umbrella” which 
protects the efficient and the inefficient 
alike. The profit umbrella was raised by 
two forces—the push of powerful de- 
mand and the spread of easy credit. In 
1949 and 1950. since houses sold readily 
if they had government guaranteed and 
insured loans, the factor which set prices 
was the appraisal policy of the Federal 
Housing Administration and the Veterans 
Administration. 

The actual methods of appraisal 
followed a type of bulk-pricing system. 
The price was set so that the bulk of 
houses needed for the market could be 
produced under average conditions with 
a “fair” profit. The set price allowed 
the average firm (a medium-sized one) 
a fair profit allowance over and above 
its necessary costs. In such a_ bulk- 
pricing system, firms which were more 
efficient than average because of larger 
size or better management had costs well 
under the price and made high profits, 
although less efficient firms crowded their 
price line and received a lower return. 


competitive 
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On the surface, this looks like an 
equitable system because it expands the 
idea of a fair profit to include the possi- 
bility of higher reward for greater effici- 
ency. Closer scrutiny, however, shows 
that this type of pone may lower the 
total efficiency of the industry if the 
market does not put pressure on in- 
dividual firms. Under the protection of 
this profit umbrella, firms need not be 
really efficient but only as efficient as 
other firms to receive a profit. To be as 
efficient as the average firm may mean 
little because there is no guarantee that 
the average firm will be performing well. 

This seems to have been true. The fair 
level of profits set to compensate the aver- 
age firms did not require them to be 
efficient. The level and distribution of 

rofits tended to retain in the industry a 
arge number of small firms, plus many 
larger firms which had no prod to im- 
prove their performance. Large and 
efficient firms reaped much higher profits 
without being pushed to increase their 
efficiency, expand output, or substantially 
lower their prices. 

If demand for housing decreased, mak- 
ing the market more competitive, this 
situation would change. Sales and prices 
would depend less on credit and appraisal 
and more on ability to sell at the proper 
price in the market. The general level 
of profits would fall. The least efficient 
firms would be weeded out. The poten- 
tially more efficient firms would have to 
realise their possibilities and cut costs 
to remain in business. Even the most 
efficient firms would have to bestir them- 
selves, keeping down their costs and cut- 
ting their profits too. These cuts would, 
of course, accrue to the advantage of 
house buyers. If, on the other hand, de- 
mand were to rise still further beyond 
recent heights, and the prices people were 
willing to pay were reflected in higher 
appraisal levels, the “umbrella” would 
grow to shelter decreases in performance 
and efficiency, together with increases in 
profits. 


(To be continued.) 


CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
FAIR 


Exhibitors from 26 Countries 


THis YEAR the Canadian International 
Trade Fair in Toronto attracted over 25,000 
businessmen. Nearly 23,000 of the business 
visitors were Canadians, with another 1,839 
visitors coming from the United States and 
613 from the other 48 visiting countries. On 
the three public days, 33,765 persons visited 
the show. 

Nearly a quarter of a million square feet 
of space were rented to the 1,431 exhibitors 
from 26 countries: 505 Canadian, 192 from 
the United Kingdom and 117 from the 
United States, with the other 23 countries 
sending 617. In order of space the leading 
countries were Canada, followed by the 
United Kingdom, the United States, 
Germany, Italy, Sweden, Belgium, Austria, 
India, France, The Netherlands, Japan and 
Ireland. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway project was 
exhibited in miniature for engineering firms 
interested in supplying equipment at this 
year’s Fair. 

The next Canadian International Trade 
pho will take place from May 30 to June 10, 
1955. 
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THE BUILDER 


Housing in the British Colonial Territories 


A TALK AT THE HOUSING CENTRE ANNUAL MEETING 


HE peoples of the Colonial territories 
were turning more and more to this 
country to seek advice and assistance in 
the development of planning and housing 
policies and in the solution of their 
technical and administrative problems, 
said Mr. G. ANTHONY ATKINSON, 
BA(Arch), ARIBA, Colonial Liaison 
Officer, Building Research Station, and 
housing adviser to the Colonial Office, in 
an address which followed the annual 
general meeting of the Housing Centre 
Trust on October 5. 

They were drawing on the services of 
experts from this country and they were 
also. coming themselves to Britain to 
study and train, he said. 

Mr. Atkinson said he believed that the 
experiments in housing methods now in 
progress in many Colonial territories 
would provide useful lessons for people 
concerned with housing in this country. 
We had in Britain developed an admir- 
able, but at times, perhaps, too rigid a 
machinery for housing. Because there 
was less money for housing overseas and 
because the available resources were more 
limited, alternative solutions were having 
to be tried out. Some might have lessons 
for us here. 

During the last few years, said Mr. 
Atkinson, much had happened in the field 
of Colonial housing. In_ particular, 
governmental machinery for housing had 
been established, or was just coming into 
being, in most territories. 

In Hong Kong the local Government 
had set up a housing authority to be 
financed from local funds. At the same 
time more funds had been supplied to 
the Hong Kong Housing Society, a non- 
profit-making organisation which had al- 
ready undertaken ‘a large gs scheme 
with government assistance. The Hong 
Kong Government was also sponsoring 
co-operative schemes for locally recruited 
civil servants and was carrying out a large 
squatter resettlement programme. 

In the Federation of Malaya a portfolio 


of local government, housing and town . 


planning had been created and a non- 
rofit-making housing trust began to 
unction last year. In that country, too, 
there had been an extensive programme 
of squatter resettlement, including the 
development of a new satellite community 
at Petaling Jaya, a few miles from Kuala 
Lumpur. 


PROGRESS IN SINGAPORE 

In Singapore the Singapore Housing 
Improvement Trust’s work continued to 
expand: it now employed a staff of some 
30 senior and over 300 junior officers. 
Recently the Trust was building three- 
room flats with kitchen, bath space and 
w.c. (floor area 520 sq. ft.) for just under 
£600. It was also building a three-room 
single-storey terrace house (476 sq. ft.) for 
around £230. These costs included earth- 
works, roads, services, but not the cost 
of the land. 

The Singapore Housing Improvement 
Trust had also been assisting squatter re- 
settlement. In both Singapore and 
Malaya a building society, financed at 
first by the Colonial Development Cor- 


poration, was providing a most useful 
service to house-owners and in Malaya 
had become the main source of mortgage 
finance for the purchasers of houses built 
by the Housing Trust. 

In East Africa there was also a re- 
organisation or strengthening of the 
governmental housing machinery in 
Kenya and Uganda. In Uganda, where 
the Secretary for Social Services and 
Local Government was responsible for 
housing and town planning, a separate 
African Housing Department was created 
in January this year. In Kenya, where 
there was now an unofficial Minister for 
Local Government, Health and Housing, 
the recent grant of a £2m. loan from the 
Colonial Development Corporation had 
strengthened the work of the Govern- 
ment’s Central Housing Board and caused 
the expansion of local authorities’ hous- 


ing. 

The Gold Coast, said Mr. Atkinson, 
was the most active of West African 
territories in the housing field. In 1946 
governmental responsibility for housing, 
including the earthquake rehousing at 
Accra, was taken over by a new Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Housing later 
to become two separate departments. 
Housing estates were built at a number of 
centres and, in particular, some very inter- 
esting experiments in cement-earthblock 
construction were undertaken. With the 
introduction of the 1951 constitution, 
housing became the responsibility of the 
Minister of local Government and Hous- 
ing, but it had recently been transferred to 
the Minister of Works. Two separate rural 
and urban housing departments under the 
direction of senior African officers had 
been created. 


A POLITICAL ISSUE 


Housing in the Gold Coast was now 
a live political issue and the Gold Coast 
Government was, therefore, seeking ad- 
vice on future policy from a United 
Nations Housing Mission, headed by Mr. 
Charles Abrams, the New York lawyer 
and housing expert. 

In Nigeria constitution-making seemed 
to have diverted attention, for the time 
being at least, from housing, although 
there was a great deal of village improve- 
ment work in progress. The Lagos Ex- 
ecutive Development Board was becom- 
ing increasingly active and had recently 
built a satellite community at Apapa as 
part of a harbour improvement and re- 
clamation project. A few months ago 
the former chief engineer of Hemel 
Hempstead New Town had taken over 
the post of chief executive officer. 

In the West Indies the limited financial 
resources of most governments, difficul- 
ties in the transport of building materials 
and, in some cases, a shortage of ex- 
perienced housing personnel, had meant 
that progress had not been as fast as. one 
would wish. Most of the housing in re- 
cent years had been directed towards re- 
housing after natural disasters like hurri- 
canes and conflagrations. 

Early this year, at the request of the 
local government, Mr. A. E. Hicken- 
botham, of the United Kingdom Ministry 
of Housing and local Government, 
visited British Guiana to advise on hous- 
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ing. Among other things he recom- 
mended plans for a greatly increased 
housing programme. These had been 
adopted. During the first years it was 
proposed to build 800 housing units and 
then to step up construction to 4,000 
units a year. A director of housing and 
technical staff were being recruited. 


As for the Mediterranean territories 
and the many small islands scattered in 
the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans, 
Mr. Atkinson said that most were under- 
taking housing schemes of one kind or 
another. In Cyprus the new housing 
organisation created early this year came 
under the control of the Government 
town planner, who was now renamed the 
director of planning and housing. The 
work of this new department would bene- 
fit greatly from the experience gained in 
re-housing after last year’s serious earth- 
quake in the Paphos district. 


BUILDING COSTS 


Many of the people in the Coloniak 
territories were peasant farmers living in 
houses owned and often built by them- 
selves. The low levels of income pre- 
vailing meant that the people had little 
money to spend on housing. Very often 
the local building and building material 
industries were, in a Western sense, back- 
ward. Building costs, despite relatively 
low wages, tended, therefore, to be. as. 
high as, if not higher than, in Britain— 
at least when one compared like with like. 


Most of the Colonial people lived 
under rural conditions. Their houses. 
might be circular huts of wattle-and-daub 
with grass roofs. They might be timber 
houses, some of considerable charm like 
the Malay house. They might, as in 
Cyprus, be built of stone and sun-dried 
brick with flat or low-pitched roofs, 
following long-established Mediterranean 
traditions. Occasionally they might be 
just squatters’ shacks built of poles, sack- 
ing and scrap iron. 

_Each group or class of people set a 
different problem. The squatter wanted 
security of tenure, the peasant farmer 
might need a good water supply and sani- 
tation, a better design for his house, with 
accommodation for animals and for the 
storage of grain and other crops. New 
building techniques had to be developed 
and old ones improved. The supply of 
such things as roofing sheets, sawn: 
timber, windows and doors and concrete 
blocks might have to be organised. A 
village plan might be needed, with some 
simple form of building regulation. Com- 
munal facilities like a school, market, 
lorry park and public meeting place 
might be missing. 

In a number of territories agricultural’ 
workers employed on large estates. 
formed. an important part of the rural 
population. This was particularly so in 
Malaya, and East and Central Africa. 
These workers were frequently housed on 
their employers’ premises. In some cases 
the employer might be obliged by law to 
house workers who came from a distance. 
To begin with the accommodation was 
meant for single men only and took the 
form of labour barracks or lines: More 
recently, particularly since the end o 
the war, layout and design had been 
much improved and more and more 
family housing was being built for these 
workers. Mr. Atkinson advocated more 
use on such estates of the architect and 
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Wide-sparm 


timber 


buildines 


For sectional timber buildings consult Hall’s. 
Hall’s standard 6 ft. unit can be assembled to any 
length in spans of 10 ft., 12 ft., 15 ft., 18 ft., 24 ft. 
and 30 ft. Built throughout of selected, fully 
seasoned timber (Hall’s have their own timber 
drying kilns) they are widely used as Classrooms, 
Village Halls, Community Centres, Recreation 
Rooms, Canteens, Factory extensions, etc. Fully 
detailed plans supplied against your specification. 
Illustrated catalogue free on request. 


(cenrrE) Nurses’ Recreation Room, 30’ span x approx. 100’, 
for Paddington Hospital, London. [Illustration shows how 

porches or lean-to extensions can be easily arranged. (Photo: 

courtesy Paddington Hospital Management Committee.) 


(INSETS) These show Hall’s prefabricated partitions and standard 
lining to walls and underside of roof. (Photos : courtesy No. 
10 Group B. Wakefield Hospital Management Committee.) 


ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD., 72-91 PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT 
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One great advantage of using Hy-Rib is the elimination of 
close-boarded shuttering. Only temporary supports placed at 
intervals are necessary. The mesh of the sheets is so designed 
that it retains the concrete and also leaves a good plastering 
key beneath. The mesh also grips into the concrete and 
obtains a sound anchorage that distributes the stresses in a 
slab throughout the Hy-Rib, so ensuring a very reliable 
floor or roof. 


dia. rods over joists at 12°cc to 


prevent surface cracking over joists cover: to. sods 


Hy-Rib will not “‘ride-up” into the concrete during con- 
struction. Its position is assured at the bottom of the slab 
where the maximum reinforcing value is developed. The 
use of Hy-Rib is a guarantee of safety, for the builder 


cannot fail to produce a properly reinforced slab. 


P.C. Concrete 


Curved Hy-Rib P.C. Render 


THE TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. LTD., TRUSCON HOUSE, LOWER MARSH, LONDON, $.E.1. Tel: WATerloo 6922 
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trained housing manager to plan and ad- 
minister employers’ housing. Too often, 
he said, housing remained one of the 
numerous responsibilities of an engineer 
or assistant engineer. 


HAPHAZARD DEVELOPMENT 


The speaker described the rather hap- 
hazard growth of most of the towns in 
the Colonial territories and stated that in 
many cases, following an outbreak of 
plague many years ago, eminent sani- 
tarians had visited the territories and 
improvements in sanitation, some form 
of building regulation and, possibly, the 
elements of town planning resulted. Such 
measures, however, made little positive 
contribution to better housing. Indeed, 
where, aS often, the regulations were 
copied from British legislation and had 
little or no scientific validity, building 
was made unnecessarily expensive. An 
example of this was the need to provide 
for snow. loads on roofs to be met with 
at one time in some regulations. 

As a result, only the better-paid could 
afiord to build within the regulated areas, 
those less well-off being forced to over- 
crowd existing buildings or to build out- 
side the towns, where control was less 
strict or, more frequently, non-existent. 
This lack of balance in public control 
over building could still be found in a 
number of territories, though others, like 
Singapore, were now bringing their regu- 
lations up to date. 

There was a trend now towards the 
employment of specialist housing per- 
sonnel and the creation of training facili- 
ties overseas. Most housing schemes 
undertaken in the immediate post-war 
years resulted from the persona! initiative 
of a few enthusiastic administrators and 
architects and engineers. The lessons 
learnt and the experience gained were 
often lost when these officers returned to 
their normal duties. 

This amateur approach had much to 
commend it. It was often the only way 
any progress was possible with the very 
limited personnel available. The methods 
tried were flexible and much ground was 
covered in a short time, but it had its 
obvious disadvantages. The need for a 
cadre of housing specialists was now 
becoming more widely understood. 


TRAINING OF PERSONNEL 


A memorandum on housing addressed 
to the Governors of the African Colonies 
by the Colonial Secretary last November, 
said Mr. Atkinson, made special reference 
to the training of housing personnel. It 
suggested that the training should include 
housing administration (legal and admini- 
stration procedures, book-keeping, store- 
keeping, etc.); house-building techniques 
(simple surveying, draughtsmanship, 
principles of layout and house design, 
building construction, simple sanitation, 
quantities); and social welfare (social 
survey methods, selection of families, and 
their subsequent control and leadership). 

The type of man who would be trained 
would have much the same education as 
a rural dispenser, an agricultural assist- 
ant, a sanitary inspector or a primary 
school teacher. He might well be drawn 
from either the ranks of the building 
industry or from among welfare workers; 
as an administrative assistant he would 
need to specialise in house-building 
methods. Such men were needed in the 
Colonies not only as housing assistants 
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but to carry out on simpler lines the 
duties of a municipal surveyor and archi- 
tect for the numerous rural and small 
urban. local authorities coming into 
being, for example, throughout Africa 
and in Malaya. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


At the annual general meeting, Pro- 
fessor Sir William Holford was elected 
president in succession to Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, who had resigned. The 
following vice-presidents were re-elected : 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Lady Egerton, 
Sir Arthur Hobhouse, Miss A. M. Lup- 
ton, Mr. E. Holland-Martin, Sir George 
Pepler, Professor L. Dudley Stamp and 
Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis. Mr. S. Pointon- 
Taylor was re-elected honorary treasurer, 
and the retiring members of the general 
committee, Miss J. G. Ledeboer, Lady 
Railing, Miss A. M. Lupton and Messrs. 
E. E. Fletcher and L. H. Hardern were 
also re-elected. The income and expendi- 
ture account showed a deficit of £2, 
compared with a deficit of £685 last year. 


HOUSING IN LIVERPOOL 


Over £6m. May be Spent 


CAPITAL expenditure of £4,183,000 next 

year on current schemes, plus 
£2,029,000 on proposed new schemes, is 
being provided for by the Liverpool Cor- 
poration housing committee for the year 
1955-56. 

This applies to permanent housing 
schemes, and the total sum of approximately 
£6,200,000 is nearly the same as that pro- 
vided last year, when it was £6,230,000. Of 
this amount the actual expenditure is now 
estimated to be about £5,339,000. 

One of the biggest items relates to the 
Kirkby development, in respect of which 
£2,100,000. is provided in relation to the 
3,511 dwellings being erected. Other heavy 
expenditure is also contemplated at this 
estate and also in connection with the shop- 
ping centre at Speke. 

An item of £100,000 is set aside for 
the comprehensive programme of central 
area redevelopments. 


SMOKELESS ZONES 


Liverpool City Council is to promote a 
Parliamentary Bill this session which will 
include a clause to enable the city to estab- 
lish one or more smokeless zones in the 
central area. 

The medical officer of health and the 
health committee have been pressing for this 
for some years, and the proposal is first to 
set up a zone of about three square miles 
to embrace the centre of the city containing 
industrial and commercial properties but 
excluding the three railway termini. 


HEIGHTS 


A recent recommendation by-the housing 
committee that the height of ceilings of 
upper rooms be 7 ft. 6 in. and for lower 
rooms and. flats 7 ft..9 in. has been rejected 
by the City Council. They have decided 
that the heights shall be 8 ft. for living- 
rooms and 7 ft. 9 in. for bedrooms, : 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


Mr. D. E. Cowley, ARIBA, assistant archi- 
tect in the Worcestershire County Architect’s 
Department, has been appointed senior 
architectural assistant in the Northampton- 
shire County Architect’s department. 
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SUPERVISION OF HOUSE 
REPAIRS 


Competency of Sanitary Inspector 
Challenged 


ME. FREDERICK L. HOLLAND, a 

Smethwick auctioneer and estate agent, 
alleged at the Smethwick Magistrates’ Court 
on September 30 that a Corporation sanitary 
inspector was not competent to supervise 
property repairs. He declared that when 
the Corporation spent private money on 
repairs they should have as supervisor a 
qualified quantity surveyor. 

Mr. Holland was summoned by the Cor- 
poration in respect of civil debts incurred 
when the Corporation engaged a contractor 
to repair houses under Mr. Holland’s man- 
agement. 

Mr. Holland did not admit debts of 
£54 13s. Sd. claimed for repairs to the roof 
of 33, Tiverton-road, Smethwick, and 
£71 9s. Sd. for repairs to the roof of 
35, Tiverton-road. 

Mr. S.C. Redhead (Deputy Town Clerk), 
said the Corporation had- remedied the 
defects and now claimed recovery of 
expenses reasonably incurred. Number 33 
was repaired by Mr. W. K. Cox, and num- 
ber 35 by Mr.\W. J. Weavin, both reputable 
local contractors. 

“We think we have been very reasonable 
to Mr. Holland in having the work done in 
this way,” said Mr. Redhead. 

Cross-examined by Mr. J. A. D. Owen 
(for Mr. Holland), a sanitary inspector said 
he ordered the jobs to be done. They were 
very urgent. He did not go on the roofs to 
inspect the work, but checked on what the 
contractors were doing. 

In evidence, the builders denied that their 
charges were excessive. 

Mr. Holland said the houses produced 
£27 11s. profit a year; the bills presented 
would take about four-and-a-half-years’ 
profit. He thought the bill for number 35 
was “a gross overcharge” and that for 
number 33 was “ slightly excessive.” 

It was the practice in his business to have 
work supervised by a quantity surveyor, he 
said. “I don’t think the sanitary inspector 
is competent to supervise such work as this,” 
he added. “When private money is spent 
by the Corporation the work should be 
properly supervised.” 

Mr. Harry Higgins, a local builder, said he 
had since been sent to number 35 to put 
slates right. They had not been put on 
properly. 

Mr. Leslie Harry Martin, a Birmingham 
estate agent, said he thought £50 would have 
been reasonable for the repair of number 35. 

Mr. Owen, summing up, said there was 
not much difference of opinion about the 
job on number 33, but the charge for num- 
ber 35 had been shown to be grossly exces- 
sive. It should have cost £20 less at the 
very least. If the matter had been in the 
hands of a quantity surveyor, the builder 
probably would not have charged so much. 

The magistrates decided not to alter the 
first amount, but ordered that the debt of 
£71 9s. 5d. should be reduced by £10. No 
costs were allowed on either side. 


INSTITUTE’S MEETING 


The Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters, 28, Austin Friars, EC2. 
are to hold an open meeting at 66, Portland- 
place, at 2.30 p.m. on November 6. The 
chairman will be Lt.-Col. W. W. Dove, 
CBE, FIOB, president of the Institute, and 
a debate will be held on “ The Woodwork- 
ing Craftsman’s Future in Modern Society.” 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 


Programmes for 1955 


TTHE Department of Scientific and In- 

dustrial Research has issued from 
Charles House, 5-11, Regent-street Lon- 
don, SW1, full particulars of the research 
programmes of its various Stations for 
the year ending March 31, 1955. That of 
the Building Research Board is as 
follows : 


BUILDING MATERIALS (Section A) 

Chemistry of cements: (1) Constitution of 
Portland cement and atomic structure of cement 
minerals; (2) hydration of cement; (3) consti- 
tution of high-alumina cement (in abeyance); 
(4) constitution of blast-furnace slag (in 
abeyance). 

Additions to cement, and workability aids in 
concrete: Effect of workability aids in Portland 
cement mixes. 

Materials for concrete, and the preparation 
and properties of concretes of various types: 
(1) Furnace clinker as a lightweight aggregate ; 
(2) sintered pulverised fue! asn aggregate (new, 
with British Electricity Authority); (3) light- 
weight concrete blocks; (4) exfoliated vermi- 
culite (at Scottish laboratory, with Association 
of Vermiculite Exfoliators); (5) vibration com- 
paction of concrete; (6) steam curing of con- 
crete; (7) quality control of concrete; (8) con- 
crete disintegration and chemical attack; (9) 
asbestos-cement products. 

Clays and clay building materials: (1) 
Behaviour of clays on firing; (2) use of pulver- 
ised fuel ash in clay brick manufacture (new, 
with British Electricity Authority); (3) weather- 
ing of bricks and tiles. 

Sand-lime bricks and blocks. 


Building stones and slates: (1) Study of tem- 
peratures and moisture contents of materials 
under natural conditions (sites in Hertfordshire 
and Lanarkshire); (2) laboratory tests related 
to durability; (3) use of slate waste (new). 

Limes, plasters, renderings and mortars: (1) 
Properties and uses of magnesian lime (research 
Fellow appointed by North Midlands Lime and 
Limestone Association); (2) adhesion of calcium 
sulphate plasters to gypsum plasterboard; (3) 
strength of set calcium sulphate plasters; (4) 
rate of hydration of calcium sulphate plasters; 
(5) wetting and drying movements of calcium 
sulphate products; (6) external renderings; (7) 
workability aids in renderings and morta:s (new. 
See also item 2). 

Asphalt and bituminous products: (1) Per- 
meability of tar and bituminous compositions to 
moisture; (2) durability of rcofing felts, 1oofing 
compositions and protective tcatment;;: (3) 
applied treatments for reducing eftects of sun- 
shine on roofs and roof coverings; (4) damp- 
proofing compositions containing tar. 

Flooring materials: (1) Performance of new 
proprietary floor surfacings; (2) forces exerted 
by foot traffic on floor surfacings; (3) wear of 
industrial floors; (4) moisture movement of 
floor surfacings; (5) concrete floor screeds. 

Paints and allied materials: (1) Priming 
Keene’s and similar calcium sulphate plasters 
following the trowel; (2) effect of efflorescent 
salts on _ films; (3) cement paints; (4) 
growth of organic material on paint; (5) paint- 
ing asbestos cement; (6) waterproofing liquids 

Putties and mastics: (1) Formulation and test- 
ing of putties for metal windows; (2) materials 
for flexible joints (associated with special struc- 
tural problems). 

Building boards: Testing and appraisal of 
building boards. 

Metals: Behaviour of metals in buildings. 

Miscellaneous studies: (1) Rheology of lime, 
cement and mortar pastes; (2) propagation of 
heat in materials subject to phase changes. 


SOIL MECHANICS (Foundations, Earth- 
Retaining Structures and Earthworks) 
(Section B) 

Engineering properties of soils: (1) Study of 
factors controlling shearing resistance; (2) seep- 
age through permeable soils; (3) swelling and 
elastic properties of clay soils; (4) effect of 
natural structure of clays on their strength 
properties; (5) plasticity and long-term creep 

in clay soils. 
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Foundations: (1) Bearing capacity and settle- 
ment of foundations under load; (2) foundation 

a due to causes other than structural 
oads. 

Earth-retaining structures and earthworks: 
(1) Pressures in supports to excavations (timber- 
ing and cofferdams); (2) pressures on tunnels; 
Y) influence of pore water pressure on stability 
of earth dams; (4) influence of seepage on 
stability of excavations in permeable soils; (5) 
design of flood defence banks (new). 


DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE OF 
STRUCTURES (Strength and Stability) 
(Section C) 

Concrete, reinforced concrete and prestressed 
concrete structures: (1) Strength of plain and 
reinforced concrete walls; (2) analysis of stresses 
in shell structures; (3) study of scale models of 
shell structures; (4) properties of prestressed 
concrete beams and columns (including _— 
of fire resistance, with Joint Fire Researc 
Organisation); (5) field measurements on pre- 
stressed concrete structures; (6) bond and shear 
in reinforced concrete (development of earlier 
work); (7) concrete pipes for water and sewage. 

Steel and light alloy structures: Simplified 
methods of design of rigid-joined steel frame- 
works. 

Composite structures: (1) Stiffening effects of 
cladding, floors and walls; (2) strength of con. 
crete-encased steel stanchions and girders; (3) 
strengths of slab-and-beam systems. 

Special structural problems: (1) Expansion 
joints; (2) effects of hot oil on mass concrete: 
(3) concrete tanks for storage of petroleum 
products; (4) concrete dams (new, with British 
Committee on Concrete for Large Dams). 

Effects of vibration, wind and impact on 
structures and elements of structures: (1) Impact 
resistance of concrete; (2) effects of vibration 
on structures. 

Bridges: (1) Strengths of steel-and-concrete 
bridges; (2) fatigue of cast-iron beams (with 
Mechanical Engineering Research Organisation 
and British Cast Iron Research Association). 

Methods of strain measurement and stress 
analysis: Photoelastic methods of analysis. 

Load factor methods of design: General 
review with a view to codification. 


EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS IN USE 
(Section D) 

_ Space utilisation: Space utilisation in dwell- 
ings. 

Heating and ventilation: (1) Thermal environ- 
ment and comfort in dwellings; (2) heat trans- 
mission through walls, roofs and floors; (3) 
Thermal conductivities of building materials; 
(4) temperature gradients; (5) general thermal 
properties of buildings in relation to hot climates 
(experiments in Kuwait, with Public Works 
Department); (6) air change rate and air move- 
ment in buildings (particular application to 
design of foundries, with British Cast Iron Re- 
search Association); (7) ventilation induced by 
heating appliances and their associated flues 
(with Fuel Research Station); (8) condensation 
in buildings; (9) deterioration of domestic chim- 
neys; (10) house heating and ventilation; (11) 
factory heating and ventilation; (12) hospital 
heating and ventilation (with Nuffield Provincial 
Hospitals Trust); (13) school heating and ven- 
tilation; (14) temperature studies in office build- 
ings; (15) district heating; (16) expenditure on 
domestic heating (national inquiry with Social 
Survey (C.O.I.)). 


Lighting, including use of colour in decora- 
tions: (1) Influence of brightness of environment 
on visual performance and efficiency; (2) effect 
of interior reflections on daylight in buildings; 
(3) control of daylight; (4) artificial lighting of 
buildings; (5) fluorescent light sources; (6) 
economics of lighting systems; (7) design studies 
in colour for buildings. 

Acoustics: (1) Study 
insulation in _ buildings; 
auditoria; (4) performance of acoustic 
materials; (5) electro-acoustic aids to improve 
audibility. 

Plumbing and drainage: (1) Soil and waste 
systems ; 6) rainwater collection and disposal 
(new); (3) underground drainage systems for 
dwellings; (4) flushing systems for W.C.s; (5) 
ablution systems. 

Fire protection: Application of fire pou 
research results to buildings (with Joint Fire 
Research Organisation). 

Safety in buildings. 


of noise; (2) sound 
Acoustics of 
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Task analysis in relation to space and equip- 
ment: General survey of household tasks (with 
Women’s Group on Public Welfare and other 
organisations). 

General studies of buildings, groups of build- 
ings, or building types: (1) Dwellings of non- 
traditional construction; (2) design studies of 
dwellings (new); (3) design studies of offices; (4) 
design studies of art galleries; (5) design studies 
of factories; (6) design studies of hospitals (with 
Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust); (7) design 
studies of schools; (8) design studies of certain 
industrial ancillary buildings (new). 


BUILDING METHODS, PRODUCTIVITY 
AND COSTS (Section E) 
Application of mechanical plant in building 
processes: (1) Excavation and construction of 
narrow strip foundations; (2) mechanical boring 
for poured in situ pad and pile foundations; 
(3) handling materials in building operations: 
(4) plant maintenance and economics; (5) 

mechanisation of finishings (new). 

Methods. study of building processes: 
Methods of site observation. 

Study of constructional methods, with par- 
ticular reference to factory production of com- 
ponents: (1) Comparison of different systems of 
house construction; (2) comparison of differcnt 
systems of multi-storey building (new). 

Productivity and costs in building: (1) Factors 
affecting (2) economics of hand- 
ling materials in building operations; (3) econo- 
mics of foundation construction; (4) pre 
gramming of building contracts (new). 


Costs of building maintenance: Maintenance 
costs in houses. 


GENERAL (Section F) 

General studies of buildings and_ building 
elements: (1) Concrete roofs; (2) maintenance 
of buildings. 

Statistical analysis: Planning and analysis of 
laboratory tests. 

Problems of Scottish building: (1) Scottish 
building practice; (2) development of Scottish 
resources in raw and manufactured building 
materials and building units; (3) effects of 
Scottish climate on building. 


Other Boards whose activities have re- 
levance to the building industry are 
carrying out research under the follow- 
ing sections :— 

Forest Propucts RESEARCH BoaRD: A, 
Wood Structure; B, Seasoning; C. Tim- 
ber Mechanics; D, Woodworking; E, 
Composite Wood; F, Wood Preservation; 
G, Mycology; H, Entomology; I, Wood 
Chemistry; J. Timber Physics; K, 
Utilization. 

FiRE RESEARCH BoarD: A, Current 
Fires; B, Initiation and Growth of 
Fires; C, Suppression and Extinction of 
Fires; D, Effect of Fire on Properties of 
Materials; E, Structural Aspects of Fires 
in Buildings; F, Special Fire Hazards; 
G, Fire-fighting Equipment and Tech- 
niques; H, Fire-fighting Hazards; I, Gene- 
ral Instrumentation. 

Details of the work to be carried out 
by the various other Research Boards 
comprising the DSIR or Chemistry Fuel, 
Geology, Hydraulics, Mechanical En- 
gineering, Pest Infestation, Roads, Water 
Pollution, etc., have also been issued by 
the Department. 


BRITISH STANDARDS YEARBOOK 


The 1954 edition of the British Standards 
Yearbook which has now been published, 
lists no fewer than 2,500 British Standards 
current at March 31, 1954, and gives a brief 
description of the subject matter of each. A 


comprehensive index simplifies reference. 
Particulars of the work in hand of all the 
industry standards committees are also 
given. Copies of the Yearbook may be 
obtained from the BSI, 2, Park-street, WI, 
price 12s. 6d. 
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(affiliated to the Swedish Cellulose Company) SWEDEN 


OUTSTANDING VALUE IN THEIR HARDBOARD PRODUCTION 
MARKETED AS 
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Double Crom 


An all wood fies hardboard of Manufactured with the same 


the highest standard. Hard enough | _ basic raw materials as ‘Crown’ 
to give a perfect surface and great board but with additional oil and 
resilience but at the same time other treatment throughout to 
_ easy to work. The ideal “all purposes” give an even harder and tougher. 


board. board. 


Obtainable through the usual trade channels. In 
case of difficulty refer to the sole selling agents: — 


OLSSON & SONS LTD MELBOURNE HOUSE ALDWYCH LONDON We? 


MARTIN 
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PLANNING & BUILDING of the. planning authority which are PROBLEMS OF THE 


uncertain. It is, therefore, even more 
Some Administrative Problems than plan- INDUSTRY 
ning department of the local authority to - : 
From a Legal Correspondent discuss the siting of proposed dwelling- FMB President's Views ’ 
UILDERS who are very much con- houses. “PYHE building trade—and the particular 
cerned with planning permission Outside the two 1925 Acts’ provisions business of everyone engaged in it—is 


for development might usefully consider and planning control, a measure of con- now being carried on in a blaze of investi- 
the position that would arise if the local trol in urban areas is exercised by the gation and publicity,” said Sim Harry R. 
authority, whose officials are not infal- local authority under $.155 of the Public SeELLey, JP, national president of the Federa- 
lible, issued a notice of consent by Health Act, 1875, and S.3 of the Public tion of Master Builders, speaking on October 
mistake instead of a notice of refusal. Health (Building in Streets) Act, 1888, 9 at the annual joint conference of the South 
This is by no means as unusual as might The latter section prohibits the building West and Southern Counties Regions, at 
be expected and has, in fact, occurred in beyond the front main wall of existing Bournemouth. “We are indeed the baro- 
at least two cases. buildings and the former section permits meter of the industrial world, and to judge 
The builder who receives the permis- the local authority to prescribe a build- from the utterances made at recent party 
sion may receive an urgent telephone call ing line controlling the rebuilding of conferences, a future election may well be 
and an explanation of the position. If houses. There is in this section provision fought over our body by people who in 
he is amenable then he will accept a for compensation, and it is a matter for many cases, we suspect, know little about 
notice of refusal in lieu. But he may wish speculation as to what is the attitude of the real problems of the industry. 
to rely on the consent which he has the Minister in view of the fact that this “We are byilding the houses, no one can 
received. In this case the position section is not specifically mentioned. now deny that,” continued Sir Harry, “ and 
becomes rather awkward both for the This short survey of the position free enterprise methods have already 
builder and the local planning authority. should at least convey the view of the knocked months off the completion period. 
In the first place, if the builder had writer that whether control is by plan- We are also building schools, factories and 
received a notice of refusal he would ning or by improvement lines the additional hospital accommodation, and 
within a relatively short time have been developer of land adjoining the highway 80ing about a vast aftermath of repair work. 
able to appeal to the Minister and have should be only too willing to get to know So far as can be seen throughout the coun- 
reached a decision upon which he could the requirements of the local authority. _ try, there is a steady confidence in the future, 


rely—either to proceed or to forget. But and a glance at the figures for industrial 
investment .reveals plans for very big 


if he receives a notice of consent he 
might expect to receive a revocation EXCHANGE OF HOUSES developments during the next two years. — 
order in due course and, therefore, the Mini 5 “ The effects of the recent Housing Repairs 
final decision when the order comes inister Urges Co-operation and Rents Act have yet to be appreciated; 
before the Minister is not given as early GREATER CO-OPERATION between private I am confident, however, this Act will go a 
as it would have been on a planning Jandlords and local authorities in helping long way to solve a difficult problem. 
appeal. S _. tenants who wish to exchange houses is ‘“ Now we want the most urgent considera- 
In the meantime, he can proceed with yrged by Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister tion given by all concerned to the reduction 
the building on the terms of the consent, of Housing and Local Government, in a of cost, and here the Treasury, together with 
but if the revocation order is confirmed circular, No. 68/54, to local authorities in the fuel and transport industries, must first 
he will only be compensated for loss England and Wales. If the best use is to take the initiative. The basis of all our 
which flows directly and thus he will be made of existing accommodation, states overhead burdens lies in that direction. Let 
virtually recoup himself for his expendi- Mr, Macmillan, exchanges must take place us have relief in these things, and the build- 
ture. Therefore, he will have expended which involve the tenants of private land- ing industry will soon be able to put its own 
ond lords as well as council tenants. house in good order. 
. J The Housing Management Sub-Committee 
. F in a report published last November, re- 
commended that local authorities should CLERKS OF WORKS 
For they will have to recoup the appli- initiate discussions with private owners on Kent Association Dinner 
cant his expenditure. At the same time, ™&#"S of overcoming difficulties in the way Tye ANNUAL DINNER of the Kent Associa- 
from the point of view of the builder, it Of Such exchanges. Mr. Macmillan is tion of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
would not appear to be of benefit to him #"xious that local authorities should give Works was held at the Royal Star Hotel, 
in the long run to try to take advantage of ae cn ke — Maidstone, on October 2, and was attended 
an error of this kind. / by over 100 members, guests and friends. The 
The Minister has drawn the attention of principal guests were Mr. G. Banks, senior 
BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT the National Federation of Property Owners, vice-president, Southern Counties Federa- 
LINES - Royal Institute of homeboy Surveyors tion of Building Trades Employers; Mr. 
a . : and the Institute of Chartered Auctioneers E. T. Ashley Smith, FRIBA, Kent County 
ofa and Estate Agents, to the Sub-Committee’s Architect; Mr. F. L. Wallis, OBE, JP, presi- 
circular (No. 696) issued by the Ministry ‘commendation that organisations repre- dent, Institute of Builders; and Mr. A. G. 
i i Sheppard, president, National Federation ef 


of Transport and Civil Aviation that the senting those who own or manage private 
Minister erent adh that adequate facili- house property should commend to their Clerks of Works and General Foremen. 


ties are available under planning to members the contribution they can make to _ Proposing the toast of “ The Association,” 
control future road improvement the national housing programme if they Mr. Banks spoke of the close co-operation 
schemes. Under the circumstances he Work with local authorities in reducing which existed between his Federation and 
does not consider it necessary for the local under-occupation and overcrowding by the Foremen’s Association in the Southern 
authority to specify building or improve- means of exchanges. Counties, and congratulated the Association 
ment lines under S.5 of the Road There is evidence of greater interest among on the enthusiasm of its members. 
Improvement Act, 1925, and S.33 of the local authorities generally in promoting and _ In his reply, MR. E. J. EDWARDS, president 
Public Health Act, 1925. He is, therefore, facilitating exchanges both between tenants of the Association, outlined the good work 
not prepared to make grants for com- of their own houses and between their own that had been done since the Federation had 
pensation payable in respect of building tenants and those of other local authorities, convened a meeting of foremen within the 
or improvement lines under these Acts but there are still a few authorities who are region in 1950. He said it must be recog- 
prescribed in the future. reluctant to agree to exchanges, more nised that the general foreman was an 

From the viewpoint of those desirous especially when they involve families living integral part of management within the 
of developing land this means that in put- outside their own area. The Minister con- industry, and should be accorded correspond- 
ting in — to the local authority they siders that these local authorities should ing status. To this end, the Association 
will still have to consider any existing give further consideration to the recom- welcomed the proposed national examination 
building or improvement lines but for mendation of the Sub-Committee that local in foremanship studies, but felt that if these 
the future, instead of having guidance authorities reconsider any restrictions they were to have any real value, it should be 
from a certain improvement line laid now impose upon exchanges with a view to an examination set by the Institute of 
down, they may have to rely on the views _ their removal. Builders. 
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NEW CEILING FORM 


The “Asbestolux”” System 


MPHE CEILINGS in the new secondary 

technical school at Worthing have 
been specially designed on the “ Asbesto- 
lux” system by the Cape Asbestos Co., 
Ltd., in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Education, for use with the “ Inter- 
grid ” system of construction. 


These ceilings have been designed to 
meet a number of requirements that may 
vary over different parts of the school, and 
have been constructed by forming a grid 
of suspended strips of ‘“ Asbestolux.” 
These strips in turn support centre panels, 
and by varying the nature of these centre 
panels, the character of the ceiling can be 
changed. Thus, some of the ceilings can 
be used to give a specific degree of fire 
protection to the structure—an important 
feature in the multi-storey blocks. Cer- 
tain classrooms require a greater degree 
of sound-absorbing centre panels, and 
another requirement is that of easy 
access to the services behind the ceiling. 
This access can be obtained by pushing 
up the centre panels. 


Although it has not been a factor of 
major importance in this particular 
school, the method of design is such that 
temporary partitions could be moved 
about to alter room dimensions without 
upsetting the layout of the ceiling. This 
elasticity of design has been brought 
about by relating the width of the strip 
to the width of a partition. Where a 
partition occurs the bearer strip is 


it 


= 
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omitted, the two being interchangeable. 
To some extent, the dimension of the 
strip and centre panel can be varied to 
suit specific conditions, and this particu- 
lar ceiling is composed of 94 in. wide 
bearer strips and 2 ft. 64 in. square centre 
panels (the partition thickness being 94 in. 
and the beam centres 40 in.). Where the 
partitions are of lesser dimensions (over- 
all, including cornice) than is general, the 
difference is taken up by the size of the 
cornice. 

The features of this system of construc- 
tion include the fact that when the centre 
panel is composed of 4 in. “ Asbestolux ” 
or, alternatively, vermiculite concrete, 
up to two hours’ fire protection will 
be given to the structure (a specific degree 
of fire protection being required in cer- 
tain parts of the building to conform to 
school building regulations). The ceilings 
are understood to be speedily erected, 
with a minimum of trouble, and the sus- 
pension clips have been designed to allow 
vertical and lateral adjustment of the 
bearer strips, for levelling and wall-to-wall 
variation. A certain degree of architec- 
tural latitude is afforded by the system, 
and, in this particular school, variation in 
thickness of the centre panels can give 
either a flush ceiling or a coffered ceiling. 

The Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd., propose 
to make a number of different centre 
panels available for use with this method 
of construction. These will include per- 
forated ‘“ Asbestolux ” panels for sound 
absorption, and solid panels to give 
a specific degree of fire protection. The 
contractors are Messrs. Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., 
and the architect is Mr. Maurice Lee, 
ARIBA,  Architect’s and Buildings 
Branch, Ministry of Education. 
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PURCHASING OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Increased Volume of Membership 
Applications 


IN HIS REPORT to the annual general meet- 
ing of the Purchasing Officers’ Association, 
held at Harrogate on October 2, the retir- 
ing national chairman, Mr. J. Ferguson, 
BSc(Tech.), referred to the increasing 
importance attached to corporate member- 
ship of the association by purchasing officers 
in industrial and public undertakings. This 
tendency was reflected in the growing 
volume of applications for election. 


The number of successful applicants, 
during the year under reyiew, had been prac- 
tically the same as for 1952-53. The expan- 
sion of the Association’s Education Scheme 
had gone hand in hand with this develop- 
ment. The rate of enrolment of new students 
had shown an improvement over the pre- 
ceding year’s figure, while the number of 
entries for the examinations in January and 
June had constituted a record. 


Two new groups had been formed during 
the year in Kingston-on-Thames and Shrop- 
shire, and three groups had been raised to 
branch status, bringing the number of groups 
and branches to 43. The expansion of the 
Association’s research activities was receiv- 
ing constant attention, and a_ reference 
library had been opened at their offices. 
Increasing use had also been made of the 
appointments register. 


Mr. F. J. White (Chance Brothers, Ltd), 
had been elected as the Association’s presi- 
dent for 1954-55. 
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Sketch showing details of the ‘‘ Asbestolux’’ ceiling system. Access to services can be obtained by pushing up the centre panels, the 
thickness of which can be varied to give either a flush or a coffered ceiling. 
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FASTER FOR THE SMALLER 
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HE NEW ONIONS MODEL 3-4 open bowl scraper 
y he the Fordson Major with Mk. III County 
Full Tracks fitted with the Onions Model 10 
Cable Control Unit, specially developed for the 
tractor, provides a money making and time 


The high apron lift enables loads to be dumped quickly and with 
precision. The model 10 Cable Control Unit provides light and 
efficient operation of the scraper. 


saving combination for small earth-moving 
projects. High capacity, easy manoeuvrability, 
lower running costs, easy transportation and low 
initial outlay are features which no contractor 
can ignore. 

The Model 3-4 with a struck and heaped 


_ capacity of 2-7 and 3-6 cu. yards incorporates all 


the latest features in scraper design. 


* Open bowl construction, concentrating a greater 
proportion of the scraper’s weight over the cutting 
edge, for quicker digging and larger loads. 


* Central thrust tailgate, sloped to give maximum 
boiling of the earth entering the bowl. 


* Low centre of gravity and widely spaced rear 
wheels for maximum stability when operating over 
rough ground. 


On show at Stand No. 112 at the Public Works Exhibition 


JACK OLDING & CO. LIMITED 


HATFIELD. HERTS TELEPHONE: HATFIELD 2333 


SCOTLAND: JACK OLDING AND CO. (SCOTLAND) LTD., COUPAR ANGUS, PERTHSHIRE 
EIRE: {ACK OLDING AND CO. (EIRE) LTD., JAMESTOWN ROAD, INCHICORE, DUBLIN 


3 
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The Greeks had no 
word for this... 


A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 
evolved a theory which brought fame to 
him and sleepless nights to generations of 
school boys. The details. escape us now 
but there was a long word “‘ hypotenuse” 
and something about triangles, right 
angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler. 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You don’t need a 
brain like Pythagoras 
to fix it either, just a 
single tap with a 
hammer to secure or 
release it. We don’t 
know what the Greeks 
would have called it, 
but we do know that 
it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 
Write for details. 


FABRICATED 


NO-BOLT 


SWIVEL COUPLER 
Type S.S. 


* 
No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 
‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generally used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 
it’s also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 
on stairs or stands. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel.: Sandy 104 
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To make perfect, fully compressed 
Concrete and Clinker Blocks you 
need... 


H3A. 


SPECIALISED CONCRETE PLANT 


CONCRETE BLOCK and PIPE MAKING MACHINES 
LINE CONVEYORS — STACKERS 


y 


HOURLY OUTPUT—UP TO 


BLOCKS E.2 wa. H.3A 
18x9x 4 480 1200 2160 
18x9x4 480 1200 2400 
18x 600 1400 3120 


18 x 9 x 24 840 2000 3840 
: or equivalent, according to size of block 
ONLY ONE PALLET NEEDED FOR ALL BLOCKS 


_ SOLE AGENT: 


D. MACINTYRE 
34 SELSDON ROAD, CROYDON 
Telephone: Croydon 7652 Telegrams: Deemaceye, Croydon 


ALSO EXCAVATORS, CRANES, 
EARTH BORERS, PILE DRIVERS 
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The Builder — 


T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

_for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 

Pit Ballast, ... née r yd. 
Zin. Shingle... ata 1 0 0 
2 in. Broken Brick... ay ase 

ine or Coarse Foame Slag ‘Aggregate per ton 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site a .. perton 416 6 

1 to 6 tons, site ¢ 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement j in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site = a 5 4 6 

lto6ton do. site ... 313-46 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement.' 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ree a 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4ton lots from 211s. to 9d. ton. 


Under per cwt. 15 4 

ay a “(Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 69 0 


a Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and u up i 14 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... per1,000 11 7 O 
Second Hard Stocks . ves ada 1011 
Mild Stocks... 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. : 
2%in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to in W. 
Cellular Rustics ... 6 18 
Single Bullnose do. 6 13 
Sandfaced 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 24 19 
Do Bullnose (London Stations) 4213 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 22 11 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) it oes ye 10 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 1 
24 in. Best Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) 24 6 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) 2 3 


in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 


w 
wo 


‘<a 14 4 
Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) 
23 in. Hand-made Sandface. Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 14 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 17.45 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour “Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. a a 17 5 
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& 
Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 4110 0 
2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) Me 13 6 O 
in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock 'Facings 
(London Sites) 2 144 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... ” 64 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and in. - Flats aaa 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ‘ 85 0 0 
Double Headers poe 7710 O 
One side and twoends__... 87 0 O 
Two sides and oneend .... 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
rg hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho iow Cray PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
sce 140 yds. per yd. sup. 4 3 
3 in. 120 yds. $ 2 
4 in. (6 cavity) | 95 yds. 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
28 in. 85 yds. 4 2 
3 in. pe 75 yds. 0 
4 in. 55 yds. » 2 
CRANHAM 
in. Load bearing quality . 8 
BLocks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. aed 12 in. aie in full 
lorry-loads ... .. per!,000 3211 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons Pod 2 tons 
Best +6 4% +97 107}% 
B.S.S.Best_ do. +10%'+674% +10%'+ 
Tested Quality +374°%+4675° +374% +3745 +1 
B.S.S. Tested do. tule +6742 +47324974%  +474% +107 


per 1,000 10 13 
4 in. do. 0 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park per it. cube 7 10 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground s 8 10 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea _,, 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 5 8 0 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera Bk 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine = 
Southern Region oa : 8 14 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, 


stooled cilis ea . perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. Xx 6 in. 260 
12 in. Xx 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 115 4 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. 2238 
4} in. xX 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top and. face .. 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per é sup. 6 > 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 


thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .. perft.cube 1 
Do. do. fair one 
brickwork 
Hard York— 


12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 


14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


and front per ft. cube 


12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 


2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes _..._ per ft. sup. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes cae yd.sup 2 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French from 

Lincolnshire district 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district “ 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 103 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 103 6} Staffordshire district... 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. wee na 
Machine-made Hip tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 10} x = 

do. (49S) 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 


Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 


Joinery quality dns Sie Ex. nee per standard £105 to £125 


Carcassing quality 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring - 


” 


Hardwood—-- 

S.E. do. per ft. cube 

Honduras do. do. 

European do. do. 

do. Japanese do. Ss do. ee 

do. ~ English Logs sawn do. ie 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. Z 


DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 

Delivered London area. 

4} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. weg 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. e. ie each 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. an 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6in 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... we" 
in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to lton)... 

24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ue ¥ 

3 in. do. (39 yds. to | ton) as 


‘Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 3 in. of thickness. 
3in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


in. Hardboard 


in. do. 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets per yd. sup 
‘Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ... per ton 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 


6in. X S5in.,8in. x S5in.,8in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in. 
12 in. X 6 in. cut to delivered London 


area per ton 
€xtra for sizes 
3in. x 14 im. 
3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. 3 in., in, 
4in. x I}in we 


4} in. x 1 in., 24 in. x h 
Sin. 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. 
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9in. x 7in. ves ove ” 
10 in. x 4}in. 12 in. x Sin. ” 
Sin. 4$ in. 6in. x 4$ in. 7in. X 3}in. 
Tin. 4 in. 8in. xX 4in. 9in. x 4in. 
10in. x Sin. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. 8 in. 
13 in. x Sin. 14 in. Shin. 14 in. 6 in. 
14 in. x 8 in. 1Sin. x Sin. 15in. 6 in. 
16 in. x 6in. 16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. 6 in. 
18 in. x 7in. 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. xX 64 in. 
Steel angles average price ese 
Steel tees average price... eee 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Miid Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to ex 
Stock in. diam., and 


i in. ae ton extra 
3 in. do. na 


Mitp Steet Tuses 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.1. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Class A — #4 

ClassB + 74% Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
+ 233° Heavy + 303% 
lacK— 


Class A — 22% 


Class B — 113% Light oa 11% Malleable List — 35% 


ClassC + 3% Heavy + 184% 
HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Celivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles 
3/2 2/9 


3h in. sce SESE 3/- 
CLOG. 
3in 4/1 3/8 
3h in 4/64 23/8 
4in 5/- 3/9 
4/5 
Sin 5/11 5/1 
CL. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ‘engths ipe Bends 
6/53 3/5 
3in 1/7 4/9 
L.C.C. CoaTeD Soi Pipes 


Above prices for ‘one rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 


tonnage allowance. 4ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
6in its 36/3 34/3 


AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 

Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... 2/8 3/2 
_ Single Branches = “ 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/11 - 3/9 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 

do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 

Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

in. in. 5 in. 

Gutters 6-ft. yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 

Dropends ... each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends... = /10 /il 1/- 
Angles 2/11 3/5 4/1 

Nozzles 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... 1/5 1/8 


3 in. 4 in. 4h in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ..peryd. 2/6 2/llk /08 3/7 


Dropends ... 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stop ends /9 /10 ll 1/- 
Angles 2/8 2/il 3/2 
Nozzles 2/5 2/8 2/11 


Union Clips ... <i 1/1 1/2 1/4 


£ 
«. perton 1 
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| 10 
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9 7 6 
1 
39 14 6 
312 0 
217 0 
22 x 12 
Ends 
/10 
1/2 
is 
1 
1/6 
1/8 
3 1/11 
1 
Branches 
4/10 
6/8 
7/3 
8/7 
| 10/2 
7/2 
10/8 
12/5 
Branches 
28/9 
| 58/9 
| 6/5 
4/3 
1/6 
| 5/4 
5/11 
| 6/5 
6 in. 
| 
| 4/7 
| 1/2 
| 4/10 
| 4/1 
2/5 
Oe AsBestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 6 in. 
| 
| 1/ 2 
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“this is the hook 
on they have written about me” 
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Every discerning Architect and Builder through- 
out the British Isles will want to know all about me—that is why they have 
produced a booklet which you can readily obtain 
on application to the address below. In the interest of 
good building you should send for your copy today. 


Finlock Gutters Limited (Dept. S.2.) Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Telephone No. Tunbridge Wells 3396 
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Natural daylight. is FREE ihe 


She The light which floods 


cost nothing — beyond 24 gar 
the initial installation ae Galvanis 
of Pennycook glazing. 20 gau 
Pennycook Patent is 26 gai 
Roof Glazing is water- e 
tight, permanent and 
economical under all Screwdo 
conditions of service, i __ head f 
4 Toilet bi 
and requires no fur- Screwdo 
i do. wi 
ther maintenance . Double 
after installation. at Heavy C 
Plumber 
iron 


Illustration 
Harland & Wolff Ltd., 
North Woolwich, London. Caps an 


Brass sle 


The Pennycook Patent Glazing Lead P. | 


& Engineering Co Ltd 
; _ Pioneers in Pate lazing 
St Mungo Works Bishopbriggs Glasgow _ Blow 
London 3 Victoria St Westminster SW1 


ing ext 
LEAD | 
For flat slab, vaulted or domed roof 3 
construction, HICO Centering, by reason Ys A / 2A Lead She 
of its light weight, ease of assembly, 
erection and striking, speeds up , do. 
work and substantially reduces costs. LY. Extras 01 
HICO is adaptable to any size, type and 3 owe 
profile of span; it has a high weight" "4 
carrying capacity yet units are easily 
carried by one man. Write today for the 


new HICO catalogue number 107. 4 ton we 


Centering 


Allowanc 
PLASTI 
Coarse P 

do. \ 
Sirapite | 

do. F 
Blue Lia 


Cut out your props = 
and cut your costs ! ona 
BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113) 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. Tel: KENsington 5151 1,200 } 


> 
din. X 
din. x 
A BK99 pink Ke 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
s. d. 
Mild Steel Bars er aa 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ate eee 39 5 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


s. d 

Soft sheets C.R. 

20 gauge 46 14 6 

24 gauge 47 19 6 

26 gauge ~ iad ae 49 9 6 
Galveniond Corrugated sheets to 9 

Flat sheets R. and 

20 gauge ue © 


PLumsers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. Ifins Nin. 2 in. 
bib cocks 
head for iron 77/- 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron «. 99/- 142/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 


Double nut boiler screws «-- 16/6 23/3 42/-— 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
nad 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 
in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 
Caps and screws 52/9 82/6 105/6 
Brass sleeves... 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/-  67/- 
‘1k x 6 1b. 3x TR 
with brass cleaning 
66/- 82/- 132/- 224/- 
Lead do. 79/- 98/- 161/- 290/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ ane per lb. 
Blow p 4 3 


Copper a BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 343d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. 

din. gauge 12} Total per Ib. 46 

din. 10} 45 

1 in. 18 9 43 

ltin. x 18 ,, 8 43 

lgin. x 18 ,, 8 a. 43 

2 in. x 17 10} a 44 
Rolled Copper "sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price ££ ee 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... perton 357 15 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 ad 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 619 6 
do. 12 gauge (23S was do. a 617 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG do. aa 616 3 

Brass tubes basic me manufactur- 

ing extras oa per lb. 2 3% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling i in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties ‘ 
s. d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards perton 147 0 0O 
Lead Water Pipe in coils =aa - 48 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over ‘Zin. to 4 in, dia. wie 3 149 15 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. o 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe one zs 149 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities me 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton coe er cwt. 2 @ 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra ay sg to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on a perton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. os 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 1. @ 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ans ‘uke § 12 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads... hs 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in ton 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 6.3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 
yds. pee ee in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 A 
1,200 y on 
Gypsum Fant Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
1,200 yds. oe eee eve ose 2 44 


THE BUILDER 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ s.d. 
Gloss Paint pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . . percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > ne, 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 eal lots in 1 i galt tins pergal. 3 2 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, ! cwt. by | <4 percwt. 7 8 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, | cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra "" -+- per gal. 10 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... 11 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine (5 gal.) drums extra ... 5 
do. o. (40 gal.) do. do. ... 4 8 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) “a 20 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. suniaaall per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ... a per piece 10 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or aa pergal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... ad cee ad 117 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... are 117 6 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 112 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.) es oa a aa 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. ‘+ a 
- s. d. 
i ; oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... i 
oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ese 
a = ” ” ” ” ” ” 9 
” ” ” ” oe 1 0 
iin "Rolled Plate oa 9 
in. and in. Rough Cast 10 
}in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard ‘patterns 
White ps 9 
do. Standard Tints ... ase a 1 4} 
do. Special Tints... 2 ¢ 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, a. 
Wired Cast .. 
in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 5} x 53 x in a: 3 
P.B.3 x x in 42 
P.B.32 7% 7} X 
to match up with— 
PB. 3 6 9 
P.B.32 6 9 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
Sft. sup. . 4 5 
100 ft. sup. 5 6 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. Sin 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or in. one or 
both ways ... 8 4 
Not 180 ft. sup. or ditto .. 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ia =e 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size oud one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum 
Description of Glass quantity 


Rolled Plate a 
in. Ro ate ses A 
tm Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White - 1,000 
ee! uminating and Spotlyte ese J 
in. and din. Rolled Plate or Rough 2,000 


in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 
in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Per ft. su 


| 
| 
| | 
e 
| 
j 
} 
s. 
1k 
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Aberdare ........ 
Abergavenny onset 


Grade 


Abingdon on 
Accrington 
Aldeburgh, A2 
Aldershot District . 
Alfreton U.D..... ae 
Alnwick ....... Al 
Altrincham ... 
Amble...... 
Amersham .... 
Ammanford ... A 
Andover ........ 

Ardingly ..... 

— ovens 


Ashby Woulds U.D.......... 
Ashford 
Ashford (Middlesex).. 
Ashington 
A 
spatria and Brayton...... A2 
therstone R.D. (partsof) A 
A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) 
Aylesham .......... 
gshot ..... 
Bakewell U.D 
Barnard Castle U.D ees 
Barnoldswick U.D. 
oA 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D 


(exc. Thrussington A2).. 


Barry 

Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds Al) 

Bat 


panel 

A 

A 

A 

Al 

Bexhill-on-Sea 

Biggleswade ..... A2 

Billericay ....... 

Billingham U. D:... 

Bilsthorpe A 

Birkenhead ... 
Birmingham C.B... 

Bishop Auckland ... 

Bishop’s wer 

Bispham 

Blackburn .... 

A 

Blackwell R.D. 

Blaydon 

A 

A 


Blidworth .. 
Blyth 


Li 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. + Pi 


>>> 


Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the 
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AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 


Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftemen.... 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 
Labourers ... 3/34 3/3 3/24 3/2 
Town. Town Grade. 
Fleetwood .. Lynehasa (Devon).. -A2 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. ...... Macclesfield A 
Folkestone ... Al 
Frinton ....... Maidstone . Al 
Byfleet ..... Al Gainsborough U.D. Maldon (Esse Al 
Calder Valley ......... ateshead ...... alvern 
Cambridge ~ Gillingham (Ken Manchester . A 
nnock U. Glossop . Manningtree Al 
Canterbury Gloucester * Mansfield M. A 
diganshire, tyof tA2 alming argate 
— Goole M.B Market Harbor A 
ire, Oosport .... aryport 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Matlock U. 


Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of 
Carnforth 
Castleford 
Chapel-en-le-Frith .... 
Charmy Down ....... 
Chatham & District .. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.. 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham 
Chepstow .... 
Chertsey .. 


Chesterfield M.B... 
Chesterfield R.D........ 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... 
A2 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and wenn 


Cleethorpes .. 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys 
Clitheroe 


Colwyn Bay . 
Congleton .... 
Conwa 
Cornwall, of. 
Coventry (ol 
Cranbrook .. 


Cromer 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


— 


Derby C.B. 


Dorking 
Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 


Dudley M.B. ........ 
Dunstable .... 


Gravesend 
Great Yarmouth .. 
Grimsby C.B. & R. 


) 
Grimsby R.D. A2 


Halifax 


Guildford District 


Halesowen M.B.... 


‘Halstead 


Haresfield 


Harlow 


Harpenden ... 


Harrogate 
Hartlepool 


Harwich 


Hastings 


Hatfield (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath 
Hemel Hempstead . 


Henley-on-Thames 
A 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of... JA2 
A2 
Hertford ....... 
Hexham U.D. 
Heysham ......... 
High Wycombe .. Al 
Highworth ........ 
Hinckley U.D.. 
Hoddesdon 
Horley ..... 
Huddersieid 
Huntingdon (Staffs) ......... A 
A 
Ingatestone Al 
Ipswich _ ......... 
A2 


Isle of Sheppey .. 
Isle of Thanet..... 
Isle of Wight .. 
Jarrow M.B. 


Kenilworth U. 


Kettering M.B. 
Key 


Kidderminster M.B 
King’s Lynn .. 
Kingskerswell 
Kingsteignton 


Melksham 


A 

A 

Middleton A 

Middlewich . 

A 

A 

A2 

Nantwich . 

Newark-on-Trent R.D......- Al 

A2 

Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 

New Forest District ......... Al 

Newmarket _ ........... Al 

Newport, Mon. .... a 

Newport Pagnell .. .A2 

Newton Abbot ........ Al 

Northallerton Dist. ey 
Northampton C.B..... 

North Shields....... 


Norton Radstock .. 


A 
Oldham ........ 
Ongar ........ 
Ossett and Horbury ot 

igr Al 
Peterborough ........ 
Pickering 
Plymouth 
Pontypridd District . 


Portishead 
Portland Stoneyards . 
Portsmouth ...,......++- 
Port Talbot .. 


>>>d>>> 


Radnorshire, County of {A 


& 
Gq 


>i 


>> 
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Town Grade. 
Shoreh: A 
Shrewsbury M.B. .........+. 
Sittingbourne A2 
Skegness U.D. ... Al 
UD. A 
Sleaford U.D. . 
A 
Smethwick C.B. . are. 
Snettisham _............ 
Somerset, County of ......fA2 
A 
South PShicids CB... 
Spalding U.D. .... 
A 
Stamford M.B. ....... «Al 
Stevenage 
Stockport 
Stockton R.D. A 
Stockton-on-Tees ........ 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ......... 
Stoke Orchard ......... 
Stourbridge M.B. .. 
Stourport U.D. ..... 
Stowmarket. 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Sunderland District ......... A 
Sutton Coldfieid M.B. soo 
Swanae 


Swindon 
Swinton U.D. ... 
Tamworth M.B. 
Tenterden 
Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven 
Thurrock U. D.C, A A 
» North of, to Billericay A 
Tilbury A 
Todmorden ... 
Tonbridge 


Trowbridge... 
Tunbridge Wells . 

Tynemouth C.B. . 
Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. ....... 


Wakefield 


Warminster 
Warrington . 


Westcliff-on-Sea 
Westerham 


Weybridge 
Weymouth 
Whitby U.D. ..... 
Whitstable and 
Wickford 
Widnes . 
Wigan . 
Wigton .. 
Willington 
Wilmslow .. 
Wilts, Count 
Winchester 

Windermere .... 


Falmouth 


h A2 


rpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. 
istricts through 


‘Women’s 
other than craft 


processes, 25 


country the rate of wages for women 


4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 642 


per 


day Tool Allowances. 


St. Albans 
St. felens 

St. Neots. 

Salisbury City............ 
Salisbury 
§ 


A 


Sawbridgeworth .... 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 


| Al 
Shipley 


Shoeburyness 


news London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is (ctilnbli 3s. 10d. ; 
County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


Wolverhampton 


Workington 
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AD 
aconshie istrict...... Al 
: Crawley (Sussex) ............Al 
Dalton-in-Furness ...........-A Wells (Norfolk) ............AZ 
| A2 West Bromwich C.B. .........A 
Devon, County of Kemdal Weston-super-Mare .........Al 
Braintree | ‘A. Leighton Buzzard ............Al 
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BridlingtOM | Eastwood (Rotts) Lincoln C.B. 
Bromsgrove U.D........0A Long Eaton 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


FIGHTING CONDENSATION 


Maidstone BC are to spend £4,252 on 
anti-condensation measures for 102 houses 
on their Shepway Estate. 


ENGINEER’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. D. W. Derbyshire, assistant surveyor 
at Rugeley since 1946, has been appointed 
engineer and surveyor to Rugeley Urban 
District Council, in succession to Mr. E. J. 
James, who is retiring next March. 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


There was an increase during August of 
3,000 in the number of persons employed in 
the building and contracting industries, 
according to figures issued by the Ministry 
of Labour. The total employed in those 
industries at the end of the month was 
1,428,000. 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS’ EXAMS 


The Associate examination results, 1954, of 
the Incorporated British Institute of Certi- 
fied Carpenters has now been issued from 
Carpenters’ Hall, 28, Austin Friars, EC2. 
Of the 177 candidates entered in eight terri- 
torial sections, 111 (62.7 per cent.) were 
successful. First place (recommended for 
the Institute’s medal) is gained by Mr. 
R. Stinton, 26, Holbeck-avenue, 
Middlesbrough. 


“ EXCESSIVE HOUSE PRICES” 


Some firms building private houses at 
Solihull (850 are under construction) are 
making “excessive profits” from home- 
desperate young couples, alleged Mr. C. R. 
Hutchinson, the borough surveyor, on 
October 7. He revealed that firms were 
charging up to £300 above what he con- 
sidered was the value of a house—the 
average excess charge being £30—and ex- 
plained that the reason people who joined 
the council’s ‘“ building society” scheme 
were sometimes not lent as much as they 
paid for a house was because the council 
valued houses on. its own experts’ opinion. 


PRIVATE HOUSE LICENCES 


A resolution has been passed by Chisle- 
hurst and Sidcup Council calling on the 
Minister of Hoysing and Local Government 
to reimpose building licensing for private 
houses. The Council states that it has been 
unable to build houses because of the great 
shortage of bricks. This shortage, it is 
understood, delayed 18 flats under construc- 
tion by the Council in Sidcup which were to 
have been built of Rustic Flettons. These 
have proved difficult to obtain and the 
Council has decided to purchase a slightly 
more expensive type of brick to avoid too 
much delay in construction. 


DONCASTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME 


Threatened by delays of up to two years 
in school building because of a shortage of 
quantity surveyors, Doncaster (Yorks) 
Borough Education Committee are to seek a 
remedy in prefabrication. Councillor G. A. 
Dix, the Education Committee chairman, 
stated recently that the Committee had 
agreed to a deputation going to Worth- 
ing to see a school built by such methods, 
using prestressed concrete. Depending on 
their report, the Committee may decide to 
build the £140,000 secondary modern school 
with 510 places at intake by this method. 
The Committee agreed to seek loan sanction. 
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TRADE NEWS 


DIRECTOR'S RETIREMENT 


Messrs. Haywards, Ltd., of Union-street, 
Borough, SEl, have announced the retire- 
ment of Mr. A. T. Davies, managing direc- 
tor of the company, owing to ill-health. Mr. 
Davies joined the company in 1912 and had 
been a director for the past 26 years. 


SHARE CONTROL 


Blundell, Spence and Co., Ltd., have an- 
nounced that, following their acquisition of 
a controlling interest in Vulcan Products, they 
have agreed to purchase a further block of 
shares in the company, resulting in a total 
holding of 42,218 of the 50,000 £1 shares of 
Vulcan Products, Ltd. 


VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA 


Mr. Eustace Farmiloe, director and chief 
chemist of T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., 19, 
Rochester-row, London, SW1, has left for 
the Union of South Africa, at the request of 
building contractors over there, to-study the 
effect of heat on putties and other mastic com- 
positions. For some time past authorities 
have found that putties used in fitting metal 
windows have deteriorated rapidly under cer- 
tain conditions of heat. Mr. Farmiloe ex- 
pects to be away about two months. 


SEALING COMPOUND DISPLAY 


A wide range of their products is to be 
exhibited by Sealecrete Products, Ltd., 
Atlantic Works, Hythe-road, NWI10, at the 
British Trade Fair opening at Baghdad on 
October 25, including “ Sealocrete,” ‘ Seal- 
antone ” and “ Bituseal ” for the waterproof- 
ing, colouring and curing of cement, asbestos 
and allied building materials. Various 
coloured granolithic floorings will be dis- 
played, as well as examples of “ Sealocrete ” 
coloured cork flooring compound for use as 
a light duty flooring for domestic and 
public buildings. The same firm will be 
exhibiting a similar range of their products 
at the Manchester Building Trades Exhibi- 
tion next week. 


BODDY 
ROOFING 


COMPANY LTD 


Specialists in 


ASBESTOS CEMENT. 
MATERIALS 
PROTECTED METAL 
ROOF INSULATION 
SLATING 
TILING 


The principals and technical staff are available for 
consultation to architects, surveyors, structural 
engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
eation of roofing materials without obligation 
81 ESSEX RD. * ISLINGTON 


LONDON N11 
Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Privase Buchenge) 


APPRENTICES’ COMPETITIONS 


Demonstrations ‘and competitions of 
apprentices’ work in carpentry, bricklaying, 
masonry, plumbing, plastering, painting, deco- 
ration and tiling are to be held at the Build- 
ing Trades Exhibition, Manchester. Prizes, to 
include diplomas and sums of money 
donated by Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., and 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, will be presented by the chairman, 
Sir Frederick Leggatt, on October 28. 


STEEL FORMWORK AND 
SHUTTERING 


The display of Rapid Metal Develop- 
ments, Ltd., 47, Victoria-street, SW1, at the 
Building Trades Exhibition, Manchester, 
will consist of their patent system steel 
formwork, and will include shuttering for 
walls, columns, slabs and cantilever, climb- 
ing shuttering for single-face work, together 
with flexible panels for circular construc- 
tion. Another feature will be the “SL” 
adjustable centering girder, also the square 
edge road form, intended for use on grano- 
lithic floors where a sharp arris is required 
on the concrete. A combined tie and 
spacing unit suitable for all types of 
shuttering and designed to reduce costs to 
a minimum will be demonstrated. 


SCANDINAVIAN HEATING 


At a special “ At Home” at the Building 
Centre, Store-street, held on two days last 
month, Mr. A. C. Hazel, managing director 
of Hurseal, Ltd., 229, Regent-street, W1, 
addressed meetings of architects on the 
subject of his recent visit to research estab- 
lishments in Scandinavia. The speaker 
mentioned that the universities and techno- 
logical institutes of the Scandinavian 
countries were already devoting a great deal 
of research work to the measurement of 
comfort standards. A high standard of insu- 
lation was standard practice in Scandinavia, 
and light-weight steel hot-water radiators 
were universally used. The Scandinavians 
had gone into this matter of heating 
thoroughly because they have very high fuel 
costs. The thing that impressed him most 
about all Scandinavian heating installations 
was the complete absence of smoke and the 


’ cleanliness of the buildings, heating plant 


and towns generally. Heating was a science 
in Scandinavia and one could get a degree 
at the University in heating. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


Cuprinol, Ltd., have recently moved into 
extensive new offices at Terminal House, 
Grosvenor-garderns, London, 

The new address of Richard Costain, Ltd., 
is now 111, Westminster Bridge-road, SE1 
(Tel. : Waterloo 4977). 

The address of the Nottingham office of 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., is now as fol- 
lows: County Chambers, 4, Bridlesmith Gate, 
Nottingham. This office is the headquarters 
of the North-Eastern Divisional sales mana- 
ger, Mr. H. Yard, and of the Nottingham 
area manager, Mr. A. S. Reynolds. 

The Exeter office of Henry Hope and Sons, 
Ltd., is now situated at 61, Howell-road, 
Exeter. (Tel.: Exeter 58331.) 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Messis. Dowding and Mills, Ltd., Birmingham, 
electrical repair specialists, have anneunced that MR. 
Perer HOovtincs, former assistant to the general 
manager at their main Birmingham works, is to take 
over duties as London manager at 24, White Post-la., 
Hackney, E9. Mr. W. G. SmitH has been a 


technical manager of the London works. 
R. P. F. Topp has been appointed as an stiditieasd 
engineer representative. 
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NEWS FROM SOUTH’ 
AFRICA 


[From Our Special Correspondents] 


Big Increase in Building Plans: During 
the: first six months of 1954 building plans 
for dwelling houses and flats to the value 
‘of £22,806,600 were approved in the nine 
principal urban areas of the Union. - The 
total for the-.same period last year was 
£15,455,000. Plans for non-residential build- 
ings to the value of £11,593,000 were 
approved. This, together with the plans for 
dwelling houses and flats and for additions 
and alterations (£1,577,000), brought the 
total for the six months to £35,976,000. The 
,total for the same period last year was 
£29,007,000. 

Housing Demands Large Expenditure: 
‘The people of South Africa must be pre- 
pared for huge sums to be spent on housing, 
said the Minister of Health, Dr. A. J. R. 
“VAN RHUN, at the annual dinner of: the 
‘Rustenburg Chamber of Commerce. South 


‘Africa needed about £100m. for a satisfac- 


‘tory selution of its housing problem. In- 
-dustry in South Africa had by no means 
done its duty towards solving the problem. 
There had been a tremendous increase in the 
number of factories established, but industry 
had given hardly any thought to the housing 
_of its employees. The mines, however, had 
“set a good example. They had shown a 
,great interest in the housing of their 
‘employees. At Virginia and Welkom, in 
‘the Free State goldfields, the mines had 
“built beautiful houses for the workers. The 
_Mines reaped great benefits by having happy 
‘and Satisfied employees living close to their 
Place of employment. 
. £810,000 for ‘Housing in Johannesburg: 
Johannesburg City Council has received an 
allocation of £810,000 from the National 
Housing and Planning, Commission for hous- 
_ ing, programmes in the financial year 1954- 
_ 55... Of the. total allocation £687,435 will be 
used for, Native housing. 


Building Boam_in Durbgn: Durban's 1954 
;-building boom during .the first part of the 


. year may soon exceed £5m. Already build- . 


_ 4ng projects worth more than £4m. have been 
:approved. Foremost among the buildings 


«is. a. £140,000. 16-storey block of flats ;pro- - 


. posed for Smith-street.. Dunlop SA, Ltd. 


proposes to spend £95,000 ona single-storey 


mill in Sydney-road. 


Boom in Building on West Rand:. An : 
. unprecedented building boom is taking place : 
onthe West Rand: Figures for Krugersdorp, ‘. 


Roodepoort and Florida show that almost 
£3m., worth of building plans—mainly resi- 


; dential—have been passed.during the cur- ' 
These figures, particularly those : 


rent year. 
, for Roodepoort and Florida, where a record 
amount. of £1,754,295 worth of plans were 


passed; seem. to indicate a general move to — 


the. west from, overcrowded 


“SWEDISH BRICK EX. ‘PERIMENT | 


Experinients. being conducted by the Hous- 
-ing Research Board may cut the. cost of 
‘eertain types. of Native houses’ by half and 
effect a considerable. saving. on European 
houses. In an interview recently, Dr. A. J. R. 
VAN Ruun,. Minister of Health, that if 
an experiment with a new type of Swedish 
‘brick’ was successful, it would make a ‘vast 
i contribution towards. the solution of the 
housing problem. - 


~ Lusaka Planning Big Building: A British : 
‘company wants to build a : 
£100,000 office block, rising five.storeys,.in ‘ | 


le 


3% 
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the heart of Lusaka’s Cairo-road develop- 
inent scheme. A Lusaka town councillor, 
Mr. D. H. Clarke, who is also consulting 
engineer to the municipality on the £233,000 


development scheme which will change the 


face of the town’s shopping centre, is now in 
London interesting other investment com- 
panies. 


Big Overseas Demand for SA Brick- 
making Machines: South African-made brick 
and block-making machines are producing 
something like four million bricks a day in 
55 countries throughout the world. The 
makers, Landsborough Findlay (SA), Ltd., 
of Johannesburg, report a phenomenal 
demand for their Landcrete machines which 
are capable of turning out between 2,000 
and 2,200 bricks a day from soil or clay, and 
can be orerated by unskilled labour. The 
United States and the British Governments 
have already placed large initial orders and 
are following this up with substantial repeat 
orders. 


Cape Heusing Schemes Cost £372,000: 
The National Housing and Planning Com- 
mission has allocated £372,014 to Cape Town 
City Council for housing scheme. This 
includes £135,960 for 148 hostél units for 
single Natives at Langa. 


PRETORIA’S PROVINCIAL HQ 


Details of South Africa’s biggest and most 
modern building—the £2m. new provincial 
headquarters in Pretoria—were made public 
recently. The building will have 14 storeys, 
a mezzanine, ground floor and two base- 
ments. It will be 173 ft. high, more than 
twice the height of any building in Pretoria. 
It will cost between £2m. and £24m. It will 
be in steel and concrete, the Pretorius-street 
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frontage including an enormous glass 
registry over 400 ft. long and 20 ft. above 
the ground. The entire building will stana 
on massive concrete pillars, providing park- 
ing space under the buildmg for several 
hundred cars. On the top storey of the 
building will be a restaurant providing 
accommodation for 300 people. It will take 
_ least three years to complete, possibly 
our. 

The building has been criticised by the 
Historical Monuments Commission. which 
has been sitting in Pretoria on the grounds 
that such a lofty structure would ruin the 
present pleasing architectural uniformity in 
central Pretoria. 

Flats for £2m. Planned for Cape Town: 
In the first eight months of this year plans 
for 82 new blocks of flats—of a total value 
of £2,011,769—were passed by the City 
Engineer’s Department in Cape Town. In 
August alone plans for 14 new flats valued 
at £483,724 were passed. In the first eight 
months last year plans for 47 new blocks 
(value £1,168,180) were approved by. the 
City Engineer’s Department. 

Johannesburg Building Plans: Bui!ding 
plans approved by the Johannesburg Citv 
Council during August were valued a: 
£2,283,220, the highest total so far this year. 
The plans include 149 residential buildings 
valued at £426,825 and 27 blocks of flats 
valued at £753,950. 

Vereeniging’s Housing Plans: The 
Vereeniging Town Council has approved a 
scheme for the erection of 1,379 houses in 
Sharpe Native Township Extension No. | 
at an estimated cost of £515,104. 


Houses built by Natives at Dube Pass 
Tests: Stresses likely to be experienced in a 
70-miles-an-hour gale were reproduced 
recently at Dube, near Johannesburg, by 
technicians of the National Building 
Research Institute, Pretoria, on one of the 
thousands of houses that have béen built 
for Natives by the municipality. The con- 
struction was.done by teams of. Native 
artisans and labourers. These tests were 
carried out. at. the invitation of the City 
Council to find out the durability of the 
houses. Most of them are being sold over 
a 30-year repayment period, during which 
time the council will be responsible for main- 
tenance. The conclusions reached by the 
investigators were that the type of construc- 
tion, subject to certain relatively minor 
adjustments, would endure for the full period 
of 30 years. 

Finance for African Housing: The Prime 
Minister of. Southern Rhodesia, Mr. Gar- 
FIELD Topp, has said that representatives of 
the Colonial Development Corporation in 
London seemed “ very sympathetic” to the 
idea of providing funds for African housing 
projects. The Prime Minister said that the 
Colony was looking for about £6m. over the 
next three years for African housing. He 
also said that some of Switzerland’s leading 
bankers and industrialists were thinking of 
investing in Central Africa. 


Plans to Alleviate Cement Giisttie in 
N. Rhodesia: Plans to alleviate the -short- 
age of cement in Northern Rhodesia were 
outlined by Mr. J. H. Lascelles, deputy 
chairman of Chilanga Cement, Ltd., at. the 


.fourth annual general meeting of the com- 


pany. Referring to the continuing shortage. 
Mr. Lascelles said that demand had increased 
from 12,000 tons monthiy at mid-1953, to a 
present monthly level of nearly 20,000 tons. 
Plans for expanding the .capacity of the 


-company’s plant. to. produce at least 15,000 


tons of cement monthly. are well advanced. 
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The Allis-Chalmers HD-5G Tracto-Shovel was ‘the first successful crawler mounted shovel of its 
type and is still recognised as the finest in the world. It was pioneered in Britain by Mackay 
in 1948 and, during six years of arduous work, has proved its versatility and sturdiness. 


Tracto-Shovels ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE COMPLETE — OF Allis-Chalmers TRACTORS | 


ity : Bucker capacity: HD-15G Bucker capacity: HD-20G Bucke: capacity: 
lt yards heaped, l yard struck ~ 24 yards heaped, 2 yards struck 32 yards heaped, 3 yards struck 5-yards anne yards struck 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents} 


Colombia.—A site has finally been chosen 
for a major grain terminal at Cartagena, 
Colombia, South America, and calls for 
tenders are expected to be issued soon. .. . 
The Government laboratories are planning to 
erect new laboratories in the country near 
Bogota, with a view to increasing production 
of vaccines. ... The town of Medellin is con- 
sidering proposals for a covered arena seating 
about 15,000 with facilities for sports of all 
kinds, including ice sports... . The US firm 
of R. J. Tipton has been awarded a £60,000 
contract to study and design Cali’s new sew- 
age system... . Prefabricated house exporters 
wili be interested to learn that US firms have 
offered to the Instituto de Credito Territorial 
prefabricated houses costing £355 for 60 sq. 
metres, and £400 for 80 sq. metres with insu- 
lated roofs and fire-proof walls. 

Mr. David Lilienthal, the former head of 
the TVA, has, in a preliminary report on his 
visit to Colombia recently, recommended the 
establishment of a comprehensive authority 
for the Valle as a pilot project for the rest 
of Colombia. . . . Great interest and enthus- 
jasm has been aroused by a British firm’s offer 
to contract for the execution of Bogota’s 
long-delayed waterworks extension plants, at 
“an estimated cost of £15m. The name of the 
firm has not yet been divulged. ... A Bogota 
firm of contractors, with technical advice 
from a New York firm, has presented to the 
Government a preliminary study for a 
National Radio Centre in Bogota. . . .A con- 
tract for 14 relay stations has been awarded 
privately to the German firm Siemens and 
Halske. . . . The US firm of Parson and 
Whittemore are reported to be studying the 
possibility of financing electricity and other 
public works schemes in the Department of 
Atlantico. 


Malaya—The Kuala Lumpur Municipal 
Commissioners, Malaya, have given a high 
priority for the building of a $500,000 
municipal swimming-pool. A _ $100,000 
filtration plant is to be installed. So far 
no definite plans have been announced, and 
it would seem that the project is still in 
the discussion stage, although authority has 
been given for the- work to be put into 
operation. . . Tenders have been called 
for the 45 in. wide and seven miles long 
pipeline which is to link the proposed new 
dam and reservoir at Klang Gates with the 


site of the filtration plant in the centre of. 


Kuala Lumpur. A special list of contractors 
for dams is being opened, and tender forms 
for the Klang Gates Dam construction 
scheme will be issued only to contractors 
on this list. Contractors who wish to have 
their names added to the list should apply 


to the Director of Public Works, Maxwell-. 


road, Kuala Lumpur, giving their qualifica- 
tions and experience in this class of work. 
The Singapore Public Works Department 
has now officially called for tenders for con- 
struction of the prestressed concrete bridge 
over the Kallang Basin. Plans, specifications 
and bills of quantities, together with printed 
forms of tender, with all particulars, may 
be obtained from the Office of the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Major Works, Public 
Works Dept., Singapore. All persons apply- 
ing for a form of tender will be required 
to deposit the sum of $1,000. No time lirait 
for the submission of tenders has been 
given. . It is also understood that the 
Singapore Government is giving high 
Priority to the erection of a $5m. teachers’ 
training college, and the Legislative Council 


-to be about 7,900 cu. ft. 
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has recently approved the sum of $400,000 
to prepare the earthwork for the site and 
to start the building of two primary schools 
and lecture blocks. 

A modern 12-storey skyscraper costing 
more than $4m. is to be built in Singapore. 
It has been claimed that this building will 
contain the most modern and luxurious 
office blocks in the Far East and that it 
will have many outstanding modern features, 
including air-conditioning. Information 
about this building can be obtained from 
the Trade Commissioner’s office in Singa- 
pore. . The GOC Singapore Base Dis- 
trict has announced that the Army has a 
$24m. housing scheme to provide better 
living conditions for Malzy Forces in Singa- 
pore. It is understood that the scheme 
covers a total of 800 quarters, 50 of which 
are now under construction. A further 50 
are to be completed shortly afterwards. By 
the end of 1955 about 500 houses should 
be completed. 


South Africa—A new dam is to be. built 
in South Africa situated on the Mooi River. 
Known as the Boskop Dam Scheme, the 
project is estimated to cost about £445,000. 
Finance will be put up by the Irrigation 
Department Loan Authority and it is 
expected that preliminary work will com- 
mence during the middle of next year. A 
site has been found about 16 miles upstream 
from Potchefstroom. Capacity is expected 
Further inquiries 
can be made from the Chief Clerk of the 
Department of Irrigation. . . Over £1m. 
has been allocated by the Minister of 
Finance for capital works in Natal. This 
was mentioned in the opening speech to 
the new session of the Provincial Council. 
The special subsidy of £100,000 has also 
been approved. 

The Maritzburg City Engineer, Mr. D. H. 
Darvill, has drawn up an ambitious scheme 
for the replanning of the city centre. The 
plan, costing several thousands of pounds, 
provides for a new civic centre embracing 
about half of the present Market Square. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over. 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H.. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**... This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.""— The Engineer. 
15s. net ¢by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
. but even more on his uncommon gift of 
jucid explanation."’— The Architect’s Journal. 

18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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According to the plans, the new civic centre 
buildings will accommodate all city officers 
and will also cater for cultural development. 
The scheme will take about 50 years to 
complete. 

Proposed new Government buildings for 
Bloemfontein are still in the planning stage 
and work on them will probably not begin 
for about another 18 months, according 
to the Department of Public Works. One 
building to accommodate the Departments 
of Inland Revenue and Deeds and other 
officials will cost about £322,000 when com- 
pleted. A new magistrates’ court is included 
in the plan, to be built opposite the Old 
Residency. Estimated cost of this project 
is in the region of £240,000. 

Work has begun on the first permanent 
electricity reticulation scheme for Oden- 
daalsrus. Costing £112,000, the new scheme 
should be completed within six to nine 
months. ... Latest news about the new 
railway station for Durban is that the project 
will be held over until prices are lower. 

Work has commenced on a group of 
buildings which will constitute the Southern 
Suburbs Hospital of Johannesburg. Com- 
pletion of the project is expected about the 
middle of 1957. Many materials are still 
to be purchased, as the contractors feel that 
future developments in materials, particu- 
larly finishing materials, will enhance the 
finish of the job. One item in particular 
which is of interest is jointless floor cover- 
ings of PVC and PVA types. The hospital 
will be built on modern lines and will con- 
sist of two separate blocks of buildings. 
The building contractors are Petra Con- 
struction, Ltd. Electrical work is being 
handled by Penman and Jocelson, and the 
heating by A. L. Collins and Co., Ltd. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


*The R. R. Album Co., 331, 2nd Avenue 
N, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, would 
like to represent UK manufacturers of hard- 
ware, plumbing and houseware items, includ- 
ing hand tools, which can be sold to whole- 
salers, chain stores and speciality houses. 
Exclusive agencies are required by the R. R. 
Album Co., who are prepared to buy: on 
their own account or to operate on a com- 
mission basis only. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write by airmail to the US firm giv- 
ing full details of their offers with literature 
and samples, and quoting prices in US dollars 
and cents cif Minneapolis. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/19503/54. 


OVERHEAD CRANE 


*The Government of Andhra Electricity 
Department, India, require one 30-ton hand- 
operated overhead crane, double girder type, 
with roller bearings for main and cross 
travels, complete with equipment. 

Bids should be sent to the Executive 
Engineer, Civil and Hydraulic Division. 
Andhra Electricity Department, 20, Rutland 
Gate-road, Madras 6. The closing date for 
receipt of tenders is November 10, 1954 

A copy of the tender documents (Specifica- 
tion No. C13/TB8), including specifications, 
is available for loan to UK firms in order 
of receipt of application, from Board of 
Trade Export Services Branch, Theobalds- 
road, WC1. Telephone inquiries to Chan- 
cery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. 
ESB /23598/54. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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House Owners’ Improvement Grants 


DETAILS of grants to house owners, 

ranging from £50 to £400, are given 
in a new leaflet, “Improving your House,” 
which has recently been sent by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland to all councils 
as part of the drive to ‘encourage modernisa- 


tion of Scotland’s older dwellings. It is 
thought that many house owners do not 
know that councils can give grants of up 
to half the cost of this kind of work. 

‘The leaflets give, the first comprehensive 
statement of the improvement grant scheme 
as revised by the new Rent and’ Repairs 
(Scotland) Act. They are for issue free at 
council offices te owners who are considering 
modernising their houses, converting big 
houses into two or more smaller ones, or 
combining small houses into one bigger 
house. If more than £100 is spent on 

“improvements,” grants up to. half the 
approved cost of the work may be given, 
subject to a maximum grant of £400. There 
is now no upper limit on the total cost 
of the work to be done. Grants are paid 
by local councils, and applications for them. 
must be approved before work starts. 

The work done must be more than just 
ordinary repairs. The house must be brought 
up to modern standards. But a grant might 
be given, for example, to replace an old 
kitchen range and put in a hot-water system, 
provided that the total cost of the work 
is not less than £100, and after improve- 
ment the house is in other respects up to 
modern standards. Similarly a grant might 
be paid for an extra bedroom where this 
was necessary to prevent overcrowding. But 
again the house would have to be up to, or 
brought up to, modern standards in ‘all 
other respects (ie, be in good repair, have 
a bathroom, pipe water, gas or electric 
light, etc.). These requirements have been 
streamlined under the revised scheme. 

When the improvement work is com- 
pleted the house must have an expected 
life of at least 30 years. The cost of ordinary 
repairs does not rank for assistance. But it 
is required that the house should be put 
into a state of repair if a grant is to be 
given. 

Where a rented house is improved by the 
owner with the aid of a grant he will be 
allowed to raise the rent by no more than 
8 per cent of his share of the cost. 

It is vital not to begin work until the 
proposals for improvement have been 
approved by the local authority in the area. 
If work is begun before approval is given 
ne grant can be paid. 

A more detailed account : of the scheme 
is to be found in the Department’s Memo. 
No. 60/54, available from HMSO, 13a, 
Castle-streét, Edinburgh, 2, or from any 
bookseller, price 9d. 


Property Improvements 


IT was stated by CoMMANDER T. D. GaL- 
BRAITH, Under-Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, in his speech on the occasion of’ the 
recent opening of a block of “ Improved ” 
houses in Falkirk, that Scotland could no 
longer afford to allow her older property to 
fall steadily into decay, or to continue in- 
definitely without modern household con- 


veniences. The following is an extract from 
his speech:— 

“ Only 40 per cent. of the homes in Aber- 
deen and Dundee have fixed baths,” said 
Commander Galbraith. “In Glasgow the 
percentage is 44 and in Edinburgh 60. It is 
clear that our housing drive cannot stop 
until we have met the challenge that these 
figures provide. At. the same time we have 
to remember that our houses in Scotland 
were built to last and that many of them are 
still structurally sound. We have got to 
try to replace the old room and kitchen 
with modern houses—with modern con- 
veniences—that will be pleasant to live in. 
This can be done—and done well—at con- 
siderably less cost than the building of new 
houses. 

“Improvement schemes,” Commander 
Galbraith continued, “ demand less labour 
and materials, and cost less. money than 
equivalent new building. There are advant- 
ages to the tenants. Many people are re- 
luctant to move out to new housing schemes 
on the outskirts. They will often prefer a 
good modernised home in the centre of the 
town. Improvement schemes mean that we 
are preserving our stone buildings for at 
least another generation. In doing so we 
maintain the traditional character of our 
towns and preserve variety at a time when 
over 99 per cent. of our new building is 
being done in brick. 

The first section to be modernised of the 
three-storey tenement block acquired by 
Falkirk Town Council two years ago con- 
sisted of 12 room and kitchen flats in 
Foundry-street. By rearrangement these have 
been converted into one five-apartment 
house with kitchen and bathroom, five three- 
apartment houses with kitchens and bath- 
rooms and one bed-sitting room with kitchen 
and bathroom. The ultimate object is, over 
a period of years, to produce 46 modern 
houses from the block. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for section No. 37 of 
the Martrick housing scheme. consisting of 66 flats; 
of section 21 consisting of 18 houses and 60 flats at 
the Northfield housing site; and section E consisting 
of 102 flats to be erected at the junction of Manor-dr 
and Northfield-rd. at the Ashgrove housing site. The 

architect is Alexander B. Gardner (F), Housing Offices, 
Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Aberdeenshire.—CC has plans in the hands of their 
architects which have been approved by the EC for 
a new three-storey school addition consisting of nine 


VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for. all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 
For renovating 
tables and counters. 


WARE RITE ——= 
PLASTICS 
are made for the job in 


a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 


“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’. 
WARERITE LIMITED - WARE. HERTS 
WAS 


SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 

Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 

They apply to the whole of Scotland, 

including the islands of Orkney, 

Shetland, etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 3jd. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 
Ss. 
1st 25 41 3 
2nd 55 0 
123 9 
For female ‘labour, the rates are: 
ratives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
period) 3 34 
Operatives on labouring ,operations (at 
vas of probationary period) .. dena ‘9 


classrooms, gymnasium, hall, etc., to be erected at 
Rosehearty at an estimated cost of over £67,650. 

Arinagour.—Argylishire CC is to have plans prepared 
for a new school for Arinagour disttict. The archi- 
tect and quantity surveyor are William _R. Tocher (F) 
asd David B. Macfarlane Johnston, FRICS, County 
Offices, Cowal Hotel-bidgs., Alexandria-par., Dunoon. 

Ayr.—Plans have been prepared by J. Woodhouse 
& Sons, Ltd., 25, Hamilton-st., Greenock, for new 
gd warehouse to be constructed at 116, High- 
st., 

Caithnese-shire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
scheme of 41 houses to be erected on the Willowbank 
housing site at Wick. The architects are Hugh 
Macdonald & Son (A), Princes-st., Thurso, and the 
quantity surveyors Baxter, Dunn, Grey & Tuach,. 
FF.RICS, 38, High-st., Inverness. 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
alterations and‘ extensions at the Drumchapel baking 
and biscuit factory of Messrs. Sir William Bilslands. 
Biscuits, Ltd., Drumchapel. The architects are John 
Keppie & Henderson & J. L. Gleaves (F&A), 21, 
Woodside-pl., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Edin burgh.— —The former cinema property at 54-5-6, 
Princes-st., Edinburgh, will be converted to depart. 
mental store use. Marks & Spencer, Ltd., have been 
granted a warrant by Edinburgh Dean of Guild Court 
to proceed with alterations which will cost £300,000 
and start at the beginning of November. 

gow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions, additions and extension for Messrs. A. Golberg. 
& Son, Ltd., to be erected at The Candleriggs and 
The Trongate. The architect is Edward W. Watson 
29, Alva-st., Westend, Edinburgh. 

w.—Corpn. has appointed Maclaren & 

Gunn FE. RICS, quantity surveyors for St. Connals 
new annexe at the Junior Sec. Sch., Wariston-rd., 
and Low & Usherwood, FF.RICS, quantity surveyors 
for the new Prim. Sch. (site No. 2) at Balarnock 
housing site. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
hall buildings .and offices to be erected at Archerhill- 
rd. and Garscadden-rd. South, Knightswood. The 
arcihtects are C. & J. Anderson, 29, Stevenson-st., 
Port Dundas, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
West of Scotland Cinemas, Ltd., for alterations and 
additions at ‘* The Carlton Cinema,” Castle-st.. Town- 
head. The architect is Lennox D. Paterson (A), 147, 
West Regent-st., Blytheswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans by their own architects. 
at their head office, 42, St. Andrews-sq., Edinburgh, 
have been approved Pi alterations and additions for 
the National Bank of Scotland at Renfield-st., City, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 


' Church of Scotland halls at St. Kenneth’s-dr. The 
is James Frew, ‘* Craigielea,’’ Chapelton, 
anar 


Greenock.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new office buildings and’ 
storage accommodation at Inverkip-rd. for James 
pease & Sons, Engineering Garage, Holmscroft-st., . 

ree! 

Inverness-shire.—Plans prepared and. approved for 
akerations and additions to the Danian House, Craig 
Dunain Hospital. The architects are Alexander Ross 

Son & William W. Mitchell (F&F), Queensgate- 
chbrs., Inverness. 

Inverness.—Plans prepared and approved for new — 
commercial garage for Messrs. Chapman of Inverness, 
Ltd., to be erected at Nairn-rd. The architect is 
Alexander Cattenach (F), ‘‘ The Lauréls,’’ Kingussie, 
Inverness-shire. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans p: reared, and approved for new 
pithead baths for the Eglinton-st., Edinburgh, 
to be erected at the Knowehead Colliery, near Chapel- 
hall. The architect is James Allan (F), 58, Palmerston- 
pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

hire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
alterations, additions and extensions to the 
ffices. The architects are Hugh AHan & Co., Ltd., 
26, Baillieston-rd., Parkhead, Glasgow. 
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THERE'S 
TIMBER... 


—there in the sea, doing the job 


it’s done for years on end—a vital part of 
the scheme of things, and taken for granted. 
See how good timber firms become like good 
timber! There’s Travis & Arnold, for example, 
doing the job they've done for years on end — 
to thousands of users a vital part of the 
scheme of things and, like the timber they 
sell, just taken for granted — 

THAT’S REPUTATION! 


TRAVIS ARNOLD 
LIMITED 


INCORPORATING 


(JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS 


AND BUIL | 
AND BUILDERS MERCHANTS 
OUT THE COUNTRY 
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Lanarkshire 
first of 


When it comes to a tough job in a short q 
time the new Mark III County Crawler has Full detail 


found in ti 


an absolutely clear lead. Fitted with previous issw 
Onions Model 10 Power Control . 


Unit and 3-4 Scraper, here is cite 
i are a 

sound earning power. 

1c an 

i partion 


© World distributors for Onions Equipment 


JACK OLDING & COMPANY LIMITED “Hastings C 
37, Wellingto: 


*)Leeds Re 
Hcspital, Yor 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*+Surrey C 
stead; Addles 
Park Cty. Px 
Cty. Prim. Sc 
Thames. 


Southam] 
bakery, redec 
A Dep. £1 


*Alnwick RB 
houses, High 
bldgs., 34, C 

*Essex CC, 
A., Chelmsfot 

*+Essex CC 
Maldon Gran 
A, Chelmsfor 

*iEssex | 
Maldon. Cor 


*}Hayes an 
decoration of 


*iEssex Ce 


A, Dep. £1 


*Beds EC.- 
stable. Coun 


*|Blackpoo 
tract 5) at G 
*Coulsdon 
cil’s depot, B: 

£2 2 


S. 
*tHants Pe 
Southampton. 
Norfolk | 
Voluntary Cc 
Norwich. 


*+Bexhill B 
for Manager 


© Low capital outlay, low cost per cubic yard of fuel © Stability, manoeuvrability, and high apron loading Wi Dep e 
consumption and tractor maintenance. characterise the Onions = which is of open *}Hauts C 
e Excep x ] ability, high ita pul, bowl construction. nical College. 
low ground pressure, six forward and two reverse © When time is money there is no need to be held up "Bure 
speeds, and powerful Fordson Diesel engine char- for spares and servicing, as sales and service are handled *Birkenheat 


Woodchurch | 
acterises the County Crawler. by Fordson Dealer organisation. £2 2s. 
‘ *}Folkeston 
shelter and t 
contract. 
Richmond 
ave. and 2 bl 


£2 2s. 

*West Sus: 
at Singleton, 
with garage 


County A. 


FORDSON MAJOR WITH COUNTY FULL TRACKS D. J Howe, 


COUNTY COMMERCIAL CARS (SALES) LIMITED «© FLEET HANTS Tennyson-rd- 


Stirlingshire 
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Lanarkshise.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
first dev. of the Glasgow-rd. housing site at Bar- 
geddie. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
Bldgs. , Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
houses to be erected at Crosshill-ave., Strathavon. 
The architect is James Frew ‘* Craigielea,’’ Chapelton. 
Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
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extensions, etc., to be erected at Falkirk by the 


Grahamston fron Co., Ltd., Grahamston. 

Thornton (Fife).—Plans for managerial houses for 
the new Rothes pit being built by the NCB near 
Thornton, Fife, have been approved by Glenrothes 
New Town Corpn. The houses comprise eight semi- 
detached and one self-contained house for the 
manager. 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 18. 

*Hastings Corpn.—Clinic, Battle-rd., Hollington. BE, 

37, Wellington-sq. Dep. £3 3s. 
OCTOBER 20. 

*)Leeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, Seacroft 
cspital, York-rd. A to Board, Park-par., Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 8. 

OCTOBER 21. 

*+Surrey CC.—Shawley-way Cty. Prim. Sch., Ban- 
stead; reg ong Cty. Sec. Sch., Chertsey; Cottenham 
Park Cty. Prim. Sch., Wimbledon; Barnsbury Farm 
Cty. Prim. Sch., Woking. County A, Kingston-upon- 


Thames. 
OCTOBER 22. 

*|Southampton CBC.—Conversion of laundry to 
bakery, redecorations, etc., Technical College. Boro’ 
A Dep. £1. Tenders by November 15, 

OCTOBER 23. 

*Alnwick RD€.—Seven bungalows at Craster and 6 
houses, High Hauxley. R. Rothwell, Clerk, Old Court- 
bldgs., 34, Green Butt. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Essex CC.—Primary school, Brentwood. County 
A., Chelmsford. 

*+Essex CC.—Additional classroom accommodation, 
Maldon Grammar School. H. Conolly (F), County 
A, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Ambulance station, 
Maldon. County A, Chelmsford. 


OCTOBER 25. 
*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—Alterations and re- 
mat of Wood End Park School kitchen, Hayes. 


*jEssex CC.—Kitchen, Rainham Cty. Sec. Sch. 
County A, Chelmsford. 
*Wallasey CBC.—Hostel for aged persons. Boro’ 


A, Dep. £f Is. 
OCTOBER 26. 
*Beds EC.—New secondary technical school, Dun- 
stable. County A, Bedford. 


OCTOBER 27. 

*{Blackpool CBC. 
tract 5) at Grange Park estate extension. 

*Coulsdon and Purley UDC.—12 garages at oo 

cil’s depot, Brighton-rd., South Croydon. E&S. Dep. 


Spital-rd., 


£2 2s. 
*Hants Police Authy.—Police house, Hythe, near 
Southampton. County A, Winchester. Dep £1 Is. 

*;Norfolk E.C.—Head teacher’s house at Cawston 
Voluntary Controlled School. Chief Educ. Officer, 


Norwich. 
OCTOBER 28. 

*+Bexhill BC.—New school building, Buckhurst-rd., 
for Manager of Church of England. Hilton & J. M. 
Wright, architects, 11, Campden Hill-ri., London, 
W8. Dep. £5 5s 

OCTOBER 29. 

*+Hauts CC.—Instalment 1 of Farnborough Tech- 

nical College. County A 


OCTOBER 30. 
*tCarshalton UDC.—Conveniences at Banstead-rd. 
€. H. Durrant, Clerk. 


NOVEMBER 1. 

*Birkenhead CBC.—198 houses and 60 flats at 
Woodchurch estate, contract No. 14. Boro’ A. Dep. 

5S. 

*+Folkestone BC.—Conveniences, Marine Gardens 
shelter and the Town Hall. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each 
¢ontract. 

Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Block of 4 flats in Chaucer- 
ave. and 2 blocks of 4 flats in Stuart-rd. BE. Dep. 

a. 

*West Sussex CC.—(a) Nurse’s house with garage 
at Singleton, near Chichester; and (b) Nurses’ houses 
with garage at North Mundham, near Chichester. 


County A. 
NOVEMBER 2. 

CBC.— Extension to factory, 
Howe, MICE, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
aan BC.—Extension to Beech Hill Bool and 
Tennyson-rd. School. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each school. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
*East Ham CBC.—Mortuary at High-st. South, E6. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 5. 

*Grantham BC.—Three bangalows, and 
2 bungalows off Harrowby-la. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 6. 

*Eton UDC.—Six houses, Tilstone-cl., Eton Wick. 
E&S, High-st. Dep. £2 2s 

NOVEMBER 8. 

_*Brighton CBC. — Alterations and _ additions, 
on”. London-rd. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 

*East Riding of Yorks CC.—Caretaker’s house at 
+ oon Cty. Sec. Sch. County A., Beverley. Dep. 


*Salford City ©C.—Public washhouse, Holland-st. 
City E. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 9. 
*Newmarket UDC.—Public lavatories in Fordham- 
rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 10. 

*Bournemouth BC.—{a) Temporary changing room; 
(b) Adaptation of static water tank to form paddling 
pool; (c) Combined (a) and (b). Boro’ A. Dep. 
£1 1s. each contract. 


NOVEMBER 11. 
Cardiff CC.—12 houses and access road near 
Llwynon reservoir, Merthyr Tydfil. WE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Harrow BC.—i1 garages, Rayner’s-la. estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 12. 
*Maidenhead BC.—Nine houses, Pinkneys Green 
estate. BE&S, 14, Craufurd-rise. Dep. £2 2s. 


For ways and means 
to imaginative lighting— 
talk to PHILIPS 


it costs you nothing 


Many of the most imaginative lighting 
schemes of recent years have been the 
result of close co-operation between 
architects, electrical contractors and the 
Philips Lighting Design Service. 

The advice and assistance provided by 
this Philips Service is entirely free, and 
the registered lighting engineers whom 
Philips employ for this work can call on 
the accumulated knowledge of the 
Century House staff, which includes a 
fully qualified architect who has made a 
special study of lighting in its relation 
to architecture and colour. 

Philips will be happy to design for you 
—there is no charge. 


PHILIPS ELECTRICAL 


LIMITED 
Lighting Division, Century House, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C.2 
TUNOSTEN, FLUORESCENT BLENDED & DISCHARGE 
LAMPS + LIGHTING EQUIPMENT - RADIO & TELEVISION 
RECEIVERS + ““PHOTOFLUX” FLASHBULBS, ETC. 
(LD734a) 
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NOVEMBER 15. 
*Aireborough UDC.—Branch library, Otley-rd., 
Guiseley. E&S, Micklefield House, Rawdon, near 
Leeds. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 16. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Electrical installation in divisional 
police station and court house, Wisbech. County A, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 6. 

OCTOBER 22. 

*tBeckenham BC.—Sanitary fittings for 172 dwel- 
lings and approx. 12,000 yds. thermo-plastic tiles. R. 
Webster Storr, 

OCTOBER 25. 

*Wrexham BC.—Supply fireplace surrounds for 272 
dwellings and metal windows with wood surrounds for 
176 dwellings. BE&S, 31, Chester-st. 

OCTOBER 26. 

*Bootle CBC.—Roof tiling, floor tiling and plaster- 

ing to 16 dwellings. BS. 
NOVEMBER 3. 

*Lambeth BC.—Three refuse chutes and supporting 
steelwork on river wall, Cremorne Wharf, Chelsea. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 5. 

*Wrexham BC.—Supply of ironmongery for 272 
dwellings and supply of sanitary fittings for 176 dwel- 
lings, also supply of eg concrete flooring joists 
for 11 block of flats. BE&S, 31, Chester-st. 

NOVEMBER 6. 
New Windsor RBC.—BE. (Materials.) 
NOVEMBER 30. 
Tottenham BC.—TC. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 18. 

+South Molton RDC.—Sewage disposal works at 
Chittlehampton. Lemon & Blizard, ‘* Glenside,’’ 
College-ave., Mannamead, Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 1. 

Wakefield Corpn.—New viaduct at Baitings Gate, 
Ripponden. Underwood & Mander, engineers, Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., 18, Regent-st., Bristol, 8. Dep. £5 5s 

NOVEMBER 3. 

Sneed UDC.—Making-up of Sylvia-ave. E&S. 
Dep. s. 

Sturminster RDC.—Exiension of sewage disposal 
works at Marnhull. Allen & Webber, Half Moon-st., 
Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. £3 3s. : 

NOVEMBER 5. 

Esher UDC.—Making-up of Central-ave. and 

Central-sq., West Molesey. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
NOVEMBER 6. 

East Kesteven RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works at Ruskington. Silcock & Simpson, consulting 
engineers, 10, Park-row, Leeds, 1. 

NOVEMBER 8. 

Cheltenham BC.—Reinforced concrete screen cham- 
bers for Hayden sewage disposal works. BE. Dep. 
£5 5s. 

Edeyrnion RDC.—{a) About 1,300 lin. yds. of 
sewer, and (b) sewage disposal works at Glyndyfrdwy. 
a Fawcett & Ptnrs., engineers, 53, Victoria- 

Dep. £5 5s. 

BC.—{a) Making-up of d 
and (b) widening and reconstruction of Firs-la. BE 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

NOVEMBER 18. 

Whitehaven Corpn.—Complete sewage disposa 
works at Lake Ennerdale (contract 12, Anglers’ Bonet 
sewage disposal). Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £ : 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hammersmith.—FiLats.—Hsg. Com. have approved 
in principle pies, sketch plans prepared by Max- 
well Gray, MBE, ARIBA, 15, Red Lion-sq., wel, 
for the ty aaa of the site of Nos. 11- 15, Lake- 
side-rd., W14, by the erection of eight flats. Stages 
2 and 3 town planning approvals have been received 
in respect of the scheme, and also for the proposed 
redevelopment of the site of Nos. 76, 78 and. 80, 
Netherwood-rd., W14. 

Hendon.—Srr— Layour.—BC are to acquire part of 
the northern boundary of Sidbury Lodge, Stone-gr., 
Edgware, for use as a site for the erection of a four- 
storey block of dwellings. 

Hendon.—Fiats.—BE&S has submitted plans for 
the development of the remaining land on housing 
site No. 11, Kenilworth-rd., Edgware, by the erection 
of 12 3-storey flats. Planning consent in principle 
has been obtained. 

Hendon.—Sports Pavition.—Revised plans sub- 
mitted by A. M. Lacey on behalf of Hendon Rugby 
Football Club for the erection of a sports pavilion at 
Copthall playing fields have been given TP consent. 

Kensington.—Town Hatt.—BC are to be asked to 
approve in principle the building of a new town hail 
and central library in Hornton-st., to cost about 
£750,000. The proposed site is near "the present town 
hall and library in Kensington High-st. Minister of 
Housing has approved the scheme in principle. 


: 
fhe 
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ensington.—FLats.—BE has further 
amended plans for the erection of 20 flats on the 
site of Nos. 16-22, Cornwall-cres.,, Nos. 10-12, Lad- 
broke-cres., and Nos. 1-3, Talbot-gr. The total esti- 
mated cost of the scheme is £46,840, and TP Com. 
recommend RBC’s approval. 

Kensington. — REDEVELOPMENT. — TP Com. have 
approved in principle revised plans prepared by S. 
Gordon Jeeves, FA.RIBA, 61, Catherine-pl., SWI, 
for the redevelopment of the Treverton-st. area by 
the erection of two I1-storey blocks, two 3-storey 
blocks, one 3-storey addition to the existing develop- 
ment facing Ladbroke-gr. (Balfour of Burleigh estate), 
one shop with maisonette and two lock-up shops. 
This is the first phase of the scheme, and the pro- 
posals provide for the eventual construction of a 
further eight-storey block and six garages. The 
estimated cost of phase 1 is £354,530, which will 
provide 128 flats and four maisonettes. MH&LG 
approval is being sought for the scheme. 

Ww Green.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Plans for re- 
building with houses and flats the Commerce-rd. area 
have been made by BC. The project may cost more 
than £1m: and. take 20 years to complete. 

Woolwich.— REDEVELOPMENT.—BE has submitted an 
amended design for the erection of 20 flats in one 
five-storey point block in Lord Warwick-st. This, in 
conjunction with the other two four-storey blocks of 
flats in the Lord Warwick-st. scheme will provide a 
total of 74 dwellings. BE is to obtain MH&LG 
approval for the scheme. 

Woolwich.—FiLats CoNVERSION.—Plans prepared by 
Searle and Searle, FAA.RIBA, Amen House, Warwick- 
sq., EC4, for the conversion of the ground floor of 
Ravensbourne House, No. 49, Eltham-rd., Lee, into 
eight self-contained flats, have been given approval 
by Hsg. Com., together with plans by the same archi- 
tects for the conversion of No. 37, Eltham-rd. into 
ten flats. MH&LG approval is being sought. 

Woolwich.—Houses.—MBC propose to erect three 
houses on the sites of Nos. 13 to 15, Woodhurst-rd., 
Abbey Wood, at an estimated cost of £6,380. ‘ 

Woolwich. — BraNcH Lisrary. — Library Com. 
recommend MBC’s approval of: plans submitted by 
BE for the erection of a reference library, reading- 
room, Offices, and convenience accommodation to 
form an extension to the Central Library. The esti- 
mated cost of the library is £15,000, with a further 
of £3,500 for the convenience accommo- 

ation. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—RDC to start at early date with building 
of 20 houses at Shilbottle for old people. Architects, 

Birmingham.—EC appointed Simister & Marshall, 
Norwich Union Chambers, Congreve-st., as architects 
for reinstatement of war-damaged Saltley gram. sch.: 
and Silk & Frazier, 35, Portland-row, Birmingham, as 
QS for two additional classrooms at The Slade Boys’ 
mod. sch.—Morris & Whitehouse, Edmund-st., Bir- 
mingham, architects for extensions to RC sch. at 
Cross-la., Great Barr, near Birmingham. 

Bishop Auckland.—Fennell & Co., Bridge End- 
chbrs., Chester-le-Street, architects for proposed im- 
provements to Lady Eden Cottage Hospital. ‘ 

Bury.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. approved 
erection of self-contained X-ray dept. at Fairfield 
-—Building licence amounting to £16,947 
issued to Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., for 
erection of nurses’ recreation hall at Cumberland In- 
firmary. Contractors, John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd . 

shichester.—City C approved in principle £21,000 
Plan to save three 250-year-old buildings ‘om demo- 
lition, comprising Nos. 41, 42, 43, North-st., at present 
occupied by Southern Elec. Brd. It is planned to con- 
vert buildings into offices, small flats and two self- 
contained houses. 

Chislehurst and Sidcup.—Council have approved 
plan for erection of 511 dwellings at Beden-fields, 
North Cray. Included in scheme is site for use as 
community centre or church hall. 

Clitheroe.—Aighton Bailey and Chaigley Memorial 
Com. propose erection of Memorial Hall on site be- 
tween Bayley Arms and Shireburn Almshouses. 

Consett.—_UDC teceived planning consent to erect 
12 aged persons’ houses in Beechdale-rd. Surveyor, 
E, Simpkin, Council Offices. Consett. 

Darlington.—Corpn. Markets Com. has instructed 
Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, to prepare revised scheme 
for building of new Corn Exchange. 

ington.—Development Com. of BC has 
instructed Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, to prepare 
Plans for development of town centre as soon as 
possible. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. to proceed with building of 
Arthur Pease county school for about 300 children. 
Plans by Boro’ A, E. H. Tornbohm. 

Durham.—Funds being raised to erect new YMCA 
building at Fence Houses, est. cost £37,000. Plans 
not yet prepared. Mr. George Reynolds, secretary. 

urham.—CC to build kitchen/dining-room at 

Priating site at rham City fer library, ty. 

G. R. Clayton. Court-la. 

Easington.—RDC received sanction to erect 28 
houses by direct labour at Wingate, cost £39.270. It 
is proposed to erect another 80 houses in same area. 
R. R. Lumsden, S. 


THE BUILDER 


plans for 24. houses in Finchale-ter.—Corp. has own 


direct labour dept. BE, H: W. T. Perkins, Town 


Hall. 

Lancashire.—CC to prepare plans for three addi- 
tional classrooms at Broughton Tower special sch.— 
EC received Min. approval for Second Phase of Lan- 
caster College of FE, £133,250 est.; extensions to 
Worsley College of FE, £67,500 est.; Atherton Green 
Hall sch. for sub-normal children, £39,468 est.; and 
further sch. for sub-normal children to serve Farn- 
worth-Worsley district, £39,468 est. All in 1955/6- 


programme. 
Littleborough.—_UDC seek loan £58.420 for 38 
62, Dale-st-, 


houses on Highfield estate. 
verpool.—Killender & Killender, 

Liverpool, architects for partial reconstruetion of aa: - 
mises after war damage at 14/16, Water-st., for - 
tral Offices (Liverpool), Ltd.—Plans approved for erec- 

tion of offices and vehicle depot at Fox-st. and Prince 

Edwin-st., for N. M. Saul. Architects. Dawbarn & 

Blair, 8a. Runford-pl., Liverpool—TC approved 

erection of shopping centre at Speke, £500,000 est. 

Liverpool.—TC propose erection of fire station at 
Conleach-rd., Speke, £120,000 est.—Mother Superior, 
Allerton Priory Sch., proposes extensions to premises. 
Architects, Weightman & Bullen, 76, Rodney-st.. 
Liverpool. 

Maghull.—Alt Park estages propose erection of 
cinema to seat: 1,400 persons, £50 /60,000 est. 

Manchester.—Atomic Cleaners, Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of dry cleaning workshop, office, reception shop 
and garage at corner Cis. Garner-st., Hulme. 
Plans by A. Wilson Kneale, 11, St. Michael’s-ave., 
Bramhall.—TC approved rebuilding of portion of 
workshops at Dean-la..and,Dean-ave., Newton. Heath, 
for Dean and Cannons of Manchester. Applications 
submitted by Joshua Bury & Stephenson, 7, Brazen- 
nose-st.—Yates Bros. Wine Lodges, Ltd., propose 
alterations and extensions to Albion Hotel, ket- 
st. and Pool-st., Manchester 1: Architect, E. S. 
Benson. 14, St. Peter’s-sq., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Architect to the. scheme . for 
erection of new stores in Linthorpe-rd. for Messrs. 
Dickson & Benson is P. R. Middleton, ARIBA, 
Norwich Union House, 17-19, Albert-rd., Middles- 
brough, and not as given in our last issue. 

Middlesbrough.—Ed. Com. propose to extend art 
college in The Crescent by taking in adjoining 
premises. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Middlesbrough.—Corp. Hsg. Com. planning 3,500 
houses near Ormesby Village. Early next year, Corp. 
will begin site works for Pallister Park scheme 
(second development). Later site works will start in 
Ormesby area. BE, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs. 

Nantwich.—_UDC propose further 48 houses on 
Millfields site. To consider erection of block of 
three-storey flats at Barker-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Premises of G. Contal, 211, 
Shields-rd., to be reinstated after fire damage and 
additional store built. Architects. Newcombe & New- 
combe, Eldon-sq. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C agreed to sell land at 
Fawdon to Rowntree & Co., Ltd., York, for £25,000, 
for erection of factory costing £1m, 

Northampton.—R propose erection of 21 houses 
at Billing, 34 at Brafield, four at Cogenhoe, 20 at 
Denton, 12 at Hackleton, 20 at Hardingstone, 27 at 
Harpole, 42 at Nether Hevford. 20 at Kislingbury, 36 
at Milton, 18 at Roade and 24 at Wotton.—TC pro- 
pose erection of slaughterhouse at Cattle Market, 
£70.000 est. 

North Riding.—Ed. Com. received approval to 
building of two-thirds of new modern school in 
Wensleydale in 1956, cost £90,000. Plans by County 
A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—Ed. Com. to make extensions to 
Lady Lumley Grammar School at Pickering, cost 


£15,000. Plans by County A, County. Hall, 
Northallerton. 
North Riding.—Hadfield, Cawkwell & Davidson, 


LIGHTWEIGHT INSULATION 
ROOF SCREEDS 
FLOOR SCREEDS 

PLASTERING ctHermat a Acoustic) 

LOOSE FILLING 


also 


PRE-CAST PARTITION BLOCKS 
SUSPENDED CEILING PANELS 
PRE-CAST STEEL CLADDING 


Houghton-le-Spring.—RDC to build 14 houses at 


East Rainton. Plans by S 


Huddersfield.—Bentley & Shaw, Ltd., 


& Hanson, Cloth Hall-st. 


Jarrow (Co. Durham).—Hsg. Com. approved layout 


ropose 
erection of new hotel at Dalton.’ ‘Architects Abbey 
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Telegraph-bldgs., High-st., Sheffield 1, appointed 
architects by EC, for proposed Skelton and Brotton ’ 
cty. mod. sch. S. Morrison & Partners, Full-st., 
pang 2 architects for new prim. sch. at Colburn. also 
‘or 
Northumberland.—CC received sanction to prepare- 
tion of plans for home for 50 old people. County A, 
C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle. : 

Northwich.—_UDC approved plans for erection of 
factory-at Cumberland-st., for British Crepe, Ltd. 

Oswestry. Hathaway, Ltd., Pentre © Wern, 
Oswestry, propose erection of new premises at St. 
Martins-rd., Gobowen (approval not yet received). 

-—UDC to invite tenders for additional two- 
bedroomed type traditional houses to complete Part 2, 
Section B, of Western-la. estate. 

“ Penrith.—Morrison & Son, Fell-la., Penrith, to erect 
motor body-building and paint shop at Gilwilly. ‘ 

Plymouth.—14-storey administration block is to be 
dominant feature of proposed new civic centre for: 
Plymouth. City C have approved first phase of 
scheme, est. cost, £2,412.000. f 

Prescot.—UDC approved plans for erection of shops 
and maisonettes at Molyneux-drive, Bryer estate. 

Rawmarsh (Yorks) R. A. Ronchetti, 3, Princes- 
sq., Harrogate, architect for erection of dual-purpose’ 
church and church hall, £11,500 est. ; 

Sheffield.—EC appointed Taylor & Young, Oxford-? 
rd., Manchester, as architects for erection of Abbe;-* 
dale gram. sch. for. boys, and Yorke, Rosenberg & 
Mardall, London, ‘as architects fer erection of’ 
Chaucer sec. sch. 

Slough.—New civic. buildings, including fire stn., 
police stn., college and extensions to town hali, 
planned... They will cost more than £1m. 

Smethwick.—TC received Min. approval for erec- 
tion of health clinic at Holly-la. Plans by BE. : 

South Shields\—EC approved, subject to certain 


amendments, preliminary plans for new sec. mod. 


sch. at Brinkburn. BE, John Reid, Town Hall. 


Stafford.—TC propose erection of 30 dwellings in 


three-storey block. at Holmcroft estate, and similar 
building at junction of Burton Manor-rd. and Wol- — 
verhampton-rd.—RDC to seek approval to prepare 


site works for 118 houses at Colwich and 50 at _ 


Wharf-rd. site, Gnosall. : 
Stockport.—Stockport County Football Club pro- 
pose extensions to stand on Popular Side. Work to 
commence next summer. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC seek planning permission - 
for 21 houses at Longnewton. J 
Sunderland.—Corpn. Parks Com. to consider pro- 
posal to drain lake in Mowbray Park and build civic 
theatre to accommodate 1,750 people on site. , 
Sunderland.—Sunderland Equitable and Industrial 
Soc., Green-st., to erect large stores on site of 
bombed Empress Hotel and Union-st. Market. May 
be 12 months before work started. Architects, CWS 
Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on- 


'yne. 
Sunderland.—Corp. Estates Com. considering pro-- 


vision of civic theatre at Mowbray Park.. Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop, Grange House. Stockton-rd. | 

Sunderland.—Two shipbuilding firms, Austin & Co. 
and Pickersgill & Sons, have amalgamated and it is 
proposed to modernise and reorganise both yards, 
cost £1,100,000. 
managing director. 

Tynemoutn.—Hsg. Com. approved _ preliminary 
plans for first stage of redevelopment scheme for the 
east end of North Shields. Three blocks of five- 
storied dwellings will be built. The full scheme will 
cost £750,000. Plans by BS, D. M. O’Herhily. 

Upholland.—UDC S to prepare pians for Council 
Offices, £12,000 cst. 

Uttoxeter.—Governors of Denstone College propose 
erection of science block. Architects, Collcutt & 
Hamp, 126, Wigmore-st., London, WI. 

Wakefield.—J. Lyons & Co., Ltd., Cadby Hall, 
London, W14, propose erection of distribution centre 
at Thornes-rd. Architect, Harry Webster, 6, Vernon- 
st., Leeds. 

Wallsend.—William Stockdale. 73, Howard-st., 
North Shields, architect for proposed factory addi- 
tions in Stephenson-st.. for Commercial Plastics, Ltd. 
—George Angus & Co., Ltd., Angus House, West- 
gate-rd., Neweastle-on-Tyne. considering erection of 
factory for making mechanical rubber goods on site 
of 10 acres near Coast-rd.—J. W. Hanson & Son, 123, 
Northumberland-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed 
architects by TC for erection of branch library in 
Churchill-st.—TC has invited Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons, Newcastle, Tarslag, Ltd.. Stockton-on-Tees, Hol- 
land & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., Howdon-on-Tyne, 
and Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. Newcastle. to submit prices 
for erection of blocks .of eight-storey flats. 

Warrington.—BC approved plans: Extensions to 
moulding dept. at Vernon-st., for Castle Rubber Co., 
Ltd.; extensions to premises at Woralls-row, Liverpool- 
rd., for Alcochems,-Ltd.; conversion of part of 
power-house into cloakrooms, dining-rooms, surgery, 
etc., at Liverpool-rd., for J. Crosfield & Sons, Ltd, 
warehouse and offices at Upper Bank-st., for Jo 
Griffiths & Co. Architects, Wright & Hamlyn, Win- 
marleigh-st., Warrington; extensions to factory at 
Baronet-rd., for Laporte Chemicals, Ltd.; office and 
garage extensions at Howley-la., for J. & V. Wain- 


waring; extension to factory at Norman-st. and Lyth- 

goes-la., for Alliance Box Co., Ltd. 

_ Wolverhampton.—West Midlands Gas Brd., Dar- 

lington-st., propose erection of gas governor house at 

Merridale-rd. Plans by Chief E, W. MacNaughton. 
West Hartlepool.—TC plan new fire stn., cost. 

£52,000. Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair, Municipal-bldgs. 


J. M. Ormston, Austin & Co., 
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RAWLHANGE 


While this concrete bridge was 
being built rail traffic went on as 
usual—the formwork was entirely 
supported by Rawilhangers! 
Whether you are laying solid con- 
crete floors or partially cladding 

* R.S.J’s for pre-cast floors, Rawl- ° 


THE BUILDER 


+ 
Sail. SLAB_SHUTTERING 
CONCRETE 

DISTANCE BLOCKS 

AT INTERVALS 


BEARER 
BOLTS 


ENDORSED BY FAMOUS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS : 


E. B. Badger & Sons Ltd. W. E. Chivers 
& Sons Ltd. Custodis (1922) Lid. 
J. L. Eve Construction Co. Ltd. F.C. Con- 
Co. Ltd. Foundation (Plant) Ltd. 
W. &C. French Lid. Gilbert-Ash Ltd. 
Holloway Bros. (London) Ltd. John Lain; 
& SonLid. Wilson Lovatt & Sons Ltd. 
Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son Lid. Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons Ltd. Marples,Ridgway 
& Partners Ltd. Mills Scaffold Co. Ltd. 
F.G.Minter Ltd. John Mowlem & Co.Ltd. 


hangers save time and money— Taylor Woodrow Construction “Lid. 


speedier erection and dismantling 
of formwork, no props required. 
There are Rawlhangers to fit every 
size of joist. 


RAWLPLUG COMPANY LIMITED 


Trollope & Colls Lid. Vibrated Concrete 
Construction Co. Lid. 


Write for free copy of —‘ Lower 
the cost of raising the shuttering” 
—a handsome technical brochure 
on the many time-saving uses 
of Rawlhangers, Rawlties and. 
Rawloops. 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS 
OF FIXING DEVICES 


CROMWELL ROAD 


STAYPUT 


No. 00. No. 0. No. 1, No. 2. ~ 
Arms 23" a” 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding 

Garage Doors Caravan Windows 

House Doors Greenhouse Skylights 

Van Doors Locker Doors 

Cuptearé Doors Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 

. .. and anything else which moves on hinges. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


* Beacon House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
Chancery 8135/6/7. Rhodespaca, London 


WRITE FOR 
BROCHURE Ne. 
RC.1016/5 


PRE CAST CONCRETE 


COAL BUNKER 


WILL OUTLAST ANY OTHER CONTAINE 


Assembly, on a firm base is a simple matter—front, back 
and side are simply bolted together. 
It has a removable top lid and a strong front sliding door. 


_ Available in 8, 16, 24 and 32 cwt. capacities, in a pleasing 


terracotta colour. 


Write to your nearest works for illustrated leaflet, also for details of 
MARLEY Concrete Garages and Industrial Buildings. 


SURREY CONCRETE LTD. * PEASMARSH * GUILDFORD * SURREY 
MARLEY } SHURDCRETE LTD. * SHURDINGION * NEAR CHELTENHAM 


THE MARLEY TILE CO. LTD.* STIFFORD RD.*SOUTH OCKENDON * ESSEX 
MARLEY CONCRETE * WATERLOO * POOLE * DORSEP? 
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THE RIGHT PETROL AT THE RIGHT PRICE! 


tities b 
. 


The Standard Price Petrol which gives Set 
HIGH GRADE PERFORMANCE i 
| MAXIMUM ECONOMY 
AND FULL VALUE FROM YOUR VEHICLES 
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The Specialists in Motor Fuels 
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LENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Eight two-flatted terrace, 18 three-apart- 
ment, 32 two-, and eight of one-apartment flatted 
houses' at Ashgrove: housing site. Alexander B. 
Gardner (F), Housing Offices, Broad-st., The Castle- 

ate, Aberdeen: *Alexander Hall & Sons (Builders), 
Ad., Northfield Contracting Works, Granitehill-rd. 
Aberdeen, £78,800. 

Ayr.—Housing schemes at James Campbell-rd., 
District of Craigie. Cowie & Terry (FF), Wellington- 
sq., The Sandgate, Ayr: *Weirs Housing Corp., Ltd., 
Calder-st.. Mossend, Coatbridge. 

Avr.—Catholic Church at Dalmilling housing site. 
Cowie & Terry (FF), 5, Wellington-sq.. The Sandgate, 
Avr: *Thomas Findlay & Sons, Ltd., Howard-pl., 
Mauchline, Ayrshire, £25,000. 

Bath.—Works for City Council:—14 Cornish Unit 
houses at Tiverton and Weston estates: {Selleck 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., St. Austell, £20,593; 14 tradi- 
tional houses at Moorlands estate and 14 old people’s 
homes at Foxhill estate: {T. F. Brain & Co., Bath, 
£19,774 and £15,238; second block of flats at Snow 
Hill: tJ. Long & Sons, Ltd., Bath, £75,377. 

Bristol.—Shop premises for Brooke Dean, Ltd., 
Merchaht-st. Architect, Wm. H. Robbins 


Wigmore-st., ae ‘WI; Surveyor, W. J. F. Till- 
vard, FRICS, 22, Manchester-sq., London, WI: 
Coles (Contractors). Ltd.. Sutton-rd. 
Plymouth, 


Chadderton.—Erection of public washhouse, for 
*Ogden Bros., Fernyfield-rd.. Chadderton. 
£1 

Chesterfield T.C.—18 flats on the Pevensey estate. 
Newbold, for TC. W. S. Wilson, MBE, MunE, 
BE&sS. Quantities by Thornton, Fisher and Partners. 
*W., Redmile & Sons, Ltd., Parkfield Works, 118, 
Alderson-rd., Sheffield 2. 

Chester-le-Street.—50 houses at West-la. site, for 
UDC. Ridley, S, St. Mary’s House, Front-st., 
Chester-le- Street: *Direct Labour. 

shops at Market-st. North, for 
City Council: *J. Gray, Ltd., £68,635. 


of Chace jun. sch., for TC: 
*James O’Flanagan, Ltd., Broad-st., Coventry, 
£49,296. 


Crawley.—12 shops with maisonettes over, also 
lock-up shop and 12 garages, Ilfield site 5A, for De- 
velopment Corp. Ss. Howgrave-Graham (A), 
AMTPI, Chief A, Broadfield, Crawley, Sussex. Quan- 
tities by Gardiner & Theobald, 49, Bedford-sq., WC1: 
*G. T. Crouch, Ltd.. 3-5, Thames-st., Kingston-on- 
Thames, Surrey. 

Edinburgh.—Plans_ prepared and approved, and 
tender accepted for the new covered service reser- 
voir, whick is to have reinforced concrete roof and 
floors and will be erected by the Torduff Water —e 


at Colinton. The Engineer is G. Baxter, MICE, 
St.. Edinburgh *James White 
Ltd.. Comiston-rd.. Edinburgh, £43,000. 


Gatackpedagh. —24 houses at eapham-rd. housing 
site No. 1, for UDC. E&S: *H. Dorrington & Sons, 
Ltd., Gainsborough, £30,194, 

Glasgow.—Prim. public sch. at (site No. 3) Garth- 
munnoch Hsg. Dist. John Macnab (F), architect, 
Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2: *Robert 
W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., 16, St. Enoch’s-sq., City, 
Glasgow, Cl, £128,863, 

Glasgow.—Church of Scotland halls at Balweny and 
Porchester-sts. Ross, Deak & Whitelaw (F/A), °2, 
Clifton-st.. Charing Cross, Glasgow, WC3: *James 
Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., 12, Playfair-st.,. Dalmarnock- 
td.. Bridgeton, Glasgow, EC3. 

Hammersmith.—Works for TC. Repair and_con- 
version of 87-91, Lakeside-rd. into six flats: *Direct 
Labour, £9,196; repair and conversion of 69-73, Lake- 
side-rd. into six flats: *C. Barrett & Son, Ltd., 
Kensington Hall-gdns., W14. £8,493. 

Harrogate.—Erection at Hookstone-rd., 
for Robert Hirst & Co., Ltd.: *Walter G. Birch (Har- 
rogate), Ltd., Montpellier Harrogate. 

Hendon.—Works for TC:—Erection of six flats at 
Highfield-rd., Golders Green: *C. B. King, Ltd., 
£12,071; erection of two houses and two bungalows 
at Brent Hill: *A. E Lewis & Son, £6.217; 36 flats at 


Hendon Park-row, Golders Green: *R. ‘2 Rowley, 
Ltd., £62,278. 
Herefordshire.—W orkshop block. pow 


tower and site works at new Fire Brigade HQ, 
Owen-st., for CC. Nichol, Nichol & Thomas, it 
New-st., Birmingham 2, architects, Quantities by 
Leonard Voisey & Son, 718, Chester-rd., Erdington, 
Birmingham 23:— 
Hiles & Mussell, Hereford .. .. £8,847 
George Harris & Co., Hereford “ .. 8,692 


Harry Vaughan, Hereford 8,495 
& Co. Ltd., 
ley (Hereford), Ltd., Cotterell-st., 
ere ford 7,672 
Kens ington.—Erection of block of eight flats at 32/ 
34, St. Charles-sq., for BC: *H. Fairweather & Co., 
Ltd., £17,988. 


LCC.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by LCC during period ended September 30:— 

Constraction of 70 flats and 105 houses at Blith- 
dale-rd. site, Woolwich, Tersons, Ltd., Finchley, 
£353,872. Painting and work (Group 5), at 
Essex-rd. estate, Islington, Ricketts & Sons, 
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Ltd., Islington, £4,545. Painting and repair work 
«Group lus) at Brandon estate, Southwark and 
Camberwell, William Bailey & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
Greenwich, £3, Erection of county complement 
to Lad Margaret sch., Fulham, Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., £247,975. Repairs and renewals to tar- 
macadam paths and carriageways at Becontree estate, 
Essex, Home Counties Tarmacadam Contracting Co., 
Ltd., City, £8,357. Construction of block 1 of flats. 
shops and other work in connection therewith at 
York Hill estate, rw A. T. Rowley (London), 
Ltd., Tottenham, 3,440. Plastering work on site 

at estate extension, Lewisham, 
MacDonnell Bros., Essex, £4,651 Laying out of 
gardens at Oliver Goldsmith estate, Camberwell, Kin- 
man (Contractors), Ltd., Hammersmith, £5,350 
Rlectrical installation at Peckham Park prim sch., 
Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd., £4,523. Laying-out of 
gardens at Sumner estate, Camberwell, George G. 
Whitelegg, Kent, £3,837. 

Liverpool. —Extensions to outpatients’ and casualty 
dept. at Victoria Central Hospital, North Wirral, for 
Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd.. Roscoe- 
st., Liverpool, £75,179; erection of shop and office 
block at corner of Lord-st. and South John-st., 
Liverpool, for Unicos Property Co., Ltd., 43, North 
Audley-st., London, 1: *Wm, Thornton & Sons. 
Ltd., 38, Wellington-rd., Liverpool. 


€London (Admiralty).—Contracts .placed: 

Hants.: Painting work, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., 
Mordaunt-rd., London, NWI10. Cornwall: Civil 
engineering work, South Durham Steel & Iron Co., 
Ltd., Malleable Works, Stockton-on-Tees. Pembroke: 
Civil engineering work, South Durham Steel and Iron 
Co., Ltd., Malleable Works, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Middx.: building works, J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders, 
Ltd., Highway Works, Maidenhead. Hants.: building 
works, Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), Ltd., Westfield-rd., 
Gosport, Hants.; John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, 
Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants. Somerset: Building 
works, J. Perkins & Sons, Ltd., St. Marks-rd., Easton, 
Bristol. Hants.: Building works, R. Corben & Son, 
Ltd., 26, Carlton-ter., Southampton, Hants.; C. A. 
Claxon, Tre Storehouse, Penny-st., Old Portsmouth; 
Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portland-st. » Portsmouth; Fleming 
Bros. (Structural Engineers), Ltd., 49, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow, Cl; Painting and decorating work, Keith Andrew 
& Co., ‘Lt d., 7, Warwick-st., Worthing. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by the 
Directorate of Contracts for week ended October 9:— 

Runway improvement: Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI. Building 
work: Downing Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Spanbourn 
Avenue, Chippenham, Wilts; Stanley Hugh Leach Ltd., 
Yeading-la. ., Hayes, Middx. Painting work: Alfred 
Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 7, Market-st., Shipley, Yorks: 
Joseph V. Dowling, Gy) St. Anns-rd., Rotherham: 
Charles Scott & Son, West Gate, Mansfield. General 
maintenance work: A. Richmond & Sons, West-st., 
Retford, Notts; F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray,dr., 
Blackpool. Dismantling and re-erection of boundary 
fencing: Frederick Braby & Co., Ltd., 352, Euston- 
td., 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed:— 

External repair and redecorations, 

Police Station, James Thomas & Sons, Ltd., 
Repairs to telephone boxes, X Division, 
ing Services, £1,582. Erection of 10 flats and 20 
maisonettes, Cavendish- rd., Brondesbury, Geo. Wim- 
pey & Co.. Ltd., £61,247. Erection of 12 married 
quarters, 40, Albany Park-rd., G. Holland & Sons, 
£22,281. Reallocation of accommodation, Ilford 
Police Station, E. Kilburn, £1,684. 

{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended October 2:— 

London: PO Supplies Dept., Studd-st., Ni, internal 

Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., 


decorations, C. & T. 
Harlesden, NW10; MOW Depot, Chadwick-st., a 


alterations and additions and decorations, Ww. 


IF NOT— 
WHY NOT? 
SPECIFY 


STAND Pest OF TIME. 2 


35 YEARS’ SPECIALIZATION 
IN 
CONCRETE BLOCKS 


Harrow Road, Leytonstone, E.11 


TELEPHONE: 
MARYLAND 4747 (2 LinEs) 
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Negus, Ltd., Station Works, King James-st., South- 
wark, SEi. Cornwall: TRS West Tophouse, Los- 
withiel, erection, Turner & Ellery, Mount Polly, Bod- 
= Cornwall. Glam.: JOB Building, AAS rackla 
Site, Bridgend, alterations, Wilsons (Bridgend), 
Nolton-st., Bridgend. Hampshire : 
M/Agriculture OSO Crabwood, Southampton, new 
negative store and covered way, John Lewis Building, 
Ltd., 41, Portland-ter., Southampton. Lancs.: 
HMSO Broadway, Chadderton, underlining of ware- 
house root, Lear & Heywood, Ltd., Law-st., Rochdale; 
M/Supply Housing Estate, Gillmoss, Liverpool, exter 
nal painting, Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., 24, Pem- 
broke-st., Liverpool 3. Middx.: Palace of Engineer- 
ing, Wembley, internal decorations, Alfred Bagnall 
& Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbridge-rd., London, W412. 
Northumberland: M/Labour, 93A, Grey-st., New= 
castle-on-Tyne, internal decorations, Nicholson & 
Ritchie, 26, Gosforth-st., Felling-on-Tyne, Co. 
Durham; PO Slatyford-la., Newcastle-on-Tyne, erectiom 
of Postmen’s delivery office, John Jackson ns, 
72, Corporation-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Staffs.: 
ATE Longton, erection of new building, M. A. 
Boswell (Contrs.), Ltd., School-st., Wolverhampton. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended October 2:— 

Essex: Building, C. H. Chaston & Co., Ltd., Clac- 
ton-on-Sea. Surrey: Roadwork, Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Richmond, Surrey. Essex: 
Roads & Public Works, Ltd., London. Surrey: Build— 
ing, J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., London. Yorks: Heat- 
ing and hot water installations, F. Shepherd & Son, 
Ltd., York; Painting and decorating, S. Moss & 
Halifax: Painting, W. T. Pickering & Sons, 
Stockton-on-Tees. West Lothian: Building, G. & R. 
Cousin, Edinburgh. Wiltshire: Demolition, Boyland 
& Son, Bournemouth; Painting and decorating, - A 
Hayes & Sons (Painting), Ltd., Bristol. Hampshire: 
Building, Wm. Bell & Sons (Andover), Ltd., Andover; 
Boiler-house plant, Danks of Netherton, Ltd.,. 
Netherton, Dudle 

of 160 houses at Fordley. 
oy by A. E. Sweetman, Council Offices, Forest 

Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. H. Rogers, Regent-ter., 
North Shields. 


Manchester.—Extensions to factory at Paston-rd. 
and Bradnor-rd., for C. H: Johnson & Sons, Ltd.: 
*L. Brown & Sons, Ltd., Wilmslow; erection of Alb 
Hallows RC sec. sch., Peel Hall: *G. & J. Seddon. 
Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of *‘C’”’ block at 
Newcastle Gen. Hospital into psychiatric unit, for 
Newcastle Hospital Brd., ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle. Plans by P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief 
A, in conjunction with Scherrer & Hicks, court. 
House, 19, Cavendish-sq., London, WI: {Tersons, 
Ltd., London, £66,077. 


Nottingham.—Erection of maternal and child wel- 

fare centre at junction of Wilford-rd. and Queen’s-dr., 
for TC: *Hutchinson & Rostance (Builders), Ltd., 2, 
King’s Meadow-rd., Nottingham, £21,568; 204 <1 
and 12 garages at Clifton estate, for TC: *Thos. 
45, Lamartine-st., Nottingham, £256,910; 258 houses 
and 16 garages at Clifton estate: *Hutchinson & Ros- 
tance, Ltd., 2, King’s Meadow-rd., Nottingham, 
£328,506. 

Otley.—93 ‘‘ No Fines ’’ houses on Part 2 of Wes- 
ton-la. estate, for UDC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London, £112, 412 (revised tender). 


Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd..—Con- 
tracts placed August 26 to September 22. 

(1) Site Servicing: Strathmashie, Inverness-skire, 11 
Hall, McLennan Ross, Morven Forres, Si 
(2) House erection: Borestone, Stirling. 

Scottish Gas Board, Stirling, gas 2 
Arbroath, 194 Various, Barnet & Morton, ena 
garden fencing. Bank-st., Irvine, 100 Millar, Barnet 
& Morton, Kirkcaldy, garden fencing. White-st., 
Whiteburn, 36 Unitroy, Unitroy, ies 31-33, High 
Holborn, London, all trades. Park Farm, Port Glas- 
gow, 46 Unitroy, ‘Unitroy, Ltd., 31-33, High Holborn, 
London, all trades. Greenlea, ‘Annan, 110 Traditional, 
S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Dumfries, electricity 
services. Borestone, Stirling, 52 No-Fines, S.E. Scot- 
land Electricity Board, Stirling, electricity services. 
Imperial-dr., Airdrie, 50 Traditional, Scottish Gas. 
Board, Airdrie, gas services Haldane, Dumbarton, 
120 Weir, Scottish Gas Board, Alexandria, gas services. 
Garskeoch, Patna, 52 Orlit, Thos, McMath, Dal- 
rymple, boundary fencing. Arden, Glasgow, 1348 No- 
Fines, Scottish Gas Board, Glasgow, gas services. 
Greenlea, Annan, 10 Traditional, Jas. Crombie & 
Sons, Carrutherstown, te excavator, brick, etc.; 
Border Glass Co., Dumfries, glazier. 
Brown, Fraser & Co., Dumfries, 
penter and Glass, Church-st. , Annan, 
— th & Wyllie, Nelson-st., Edin- 
gh, electrical: Jas. Crombie & Sons, Church-st., 

Sanquhar, roof tiler and roughcast; E. R. Bejl, High- 
st., Dumfries, paint. Newbattle, Midlothian, 
No-Fines, Highways Construction Co., W: 
chbrs, floor finish. Newbattle, Midlothian, Classified. 
road, Geddes & Springthorpe, Raeburn-pl., Edin- 
burg! h, concrete post fencing. Knock Farm, Renfrew, 
26 “Ttaditional, Thomas Dunn, Greenock, laster. 
Garelochhead, ‘Dunbartonshire, 72 Lawrence, ay & 
— Kilwinning, stockproof boun , fencing. 

Strathmashie, Inverness-sfire, 11 Hall, ior Gas 
(Scotland), Ltd., St. Andrew-sq., Glasgow, butane 
- installation. Greenlea, Annan, 110 Traditional, 

ttish Gas Board, Dumfries, gas services. Onthank, 
Kilmarnock, Dunedin, Scottish Gas Board, Kil- 
mar gas services. ‘Ratho Station, Midlothian, 
No-Fises. S.E. Scotland Electricit Board, Mussel- 
services. Lark: Greenock, 122 

Kerr, Virginia-st., Greenock. 
heating; Atholl Houses, Ltd., Glasgow, alk 


| 
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Sead. Moncur-rd., Kilwinning, 6 Traditional, i 
35, Main-st., Kilwinning, plumber; W. 
ad Winton-rd., Irvine, paint; A. Wallace, 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write : 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 
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26, Greenfoot, Kilwinning, roof tiler and roughcast; 
Smith & Walker, Parkhouse-av., Kilwinning, brick, 
etc.; Smith & Parkhouse-av., Kilwinning, 
joiner; H. w & C 19, River-st., Ayr, glazier; 

Boyne, Smith "sg Wyilie, Nelson-st., Edinburgh, 
electrical. 

Work Undertaken by S.S.H.A. Direct Labour 
Organisation 

(1) Site Servicing: Newbattle, Midlothian, road and 
footpath surfacing; Kildare, Lanarkshire, 60 Stuart, 
site servicing. 

(2) House Erection: Borestone, Stirling, 52 No-Fines, 
all trades. 

(3) Maintenance: Crosshill & Meadows, Campbell, 
24 B.LS.F., A. M. Tweedie & Co., Glasgow, chain 
link front fencing and gates. 

Sheffield.—Alterations and improvements at Hunts- 
man’s Gardens cty. sch., for EC: *Direct Labour, 
£7,483; 12 aged persons’ dwellings at Richmond 
estate: *P. Hassall, Ltd., £11,992; 60 dwellings at 
Greenhill Bradway estate: *Direct Labour, £82,521. 

Skelton.—Factory additions for MHollingrake & 
Clegg, Ltd. Architects: Wetherell & Lamb, 42, Vic- 
toria-rd., Darlington: *D. Theaker & Co.. Ltd., 
Staithes. Yorkshire. 

Skelton.—Communal canteen at Skelton trading 
estate. for North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
Stockton-on-Tees: *R. E. Cryer, Ltd.. Redcar-la., 
Redcar (work in hand). 

South Cambs.—Erection of 50 ‘* No Fines ’’ houses 
hy eee for RDC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 

= Shields.—Erection of 30 houses at Marsden- 

for TC. John Reid, BE: *J. M. Black, Ltd., 
ek. Hebburn-on-Tyne, £43,745. 

South Shields.—Erection of 104 houses at White- 
leas estate. for TC. John Reid, BE: *Direct Labour, 
£137,250. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—20 ‘‘ Barratt’’ bungalows and 
social hall at Carmountside, for TC: *Tideswell Bros., 
Ltd., Brick Kiln-la., Basford, Stoke-on-Trent, £27,805. 


STEEL- CRETE 


HAVE 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consuit 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, Lenden, W.6.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 


Boyle’s Ventilator 


‘OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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allsend six shops and flats at West- 
st. —. for TC. G. Teasdale, BE, Town Hall: 
odsworth, Hil Heads-rd., Whitley Bay, 


Warrington.—Eight houses and shops with garage 
accommodation and four ve 4 at Orford and 
Alder-la. a for BC: *A. J. Clarke, Ltd., War- 
rington, £29.0 

—Alterations and additions to 

West Hartlepool General Hospital, for Newcastle 
Hospital Brd., ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief A: John 
Proud, Ltd., 195, York-rd., West Hartlepool, £6,869. 
itehaven.—Provision of children’s ward unit at 
Whitehaven and West Cumberland Hospital, for 
Newcastle Hospital Brd. N. Edgar, area architect, 

1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 

rd., Carlisle, £7,818. 
p.—Erection, in Kilton Hill housing estate, 
of two blocks of flats, each consisting of eight dwell- 
?, for BC. BE, Park House, Park-st., Worksop: 
*J. J. & A. R. Jackson, 438, Gateford-rd., Worksop, 


BROAD- ACHESON 


CTURAL BLOCKS 
prompt delivery 
pies bigger production 


SROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 


THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L? 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX. 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Offer: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Bexleyheath 5651-4 


re ” +} 

Stretford.—Block of 36 flats at ‘“‘ Ingleby ’’ site, 
for TC: *D. Franklyn, Urmston, £35,130. | 
Upholland.—24 houses at Highgate estate, for 

— 

NEB 

: 

mie 
7 


